
MAN IN COURT 
OVER MURDER 


SHOOTINGS 

Gun crime back and 
it cannot be tolerated 

GUN crime is back in the West Midlands 
and cannot be tolerated, the force’s incom¬ 
ing Chief Constable says. 

Deputy Chief Constable Dave Thompson 
said a possible increase in the availability 
in ammunition could be behind a spate of 
incidents. Three men have been arrested 
after a triple shooting in Handsworth which 
left a man seriously wounded on Sunday. 

Mr Thompson, who officially starts as 
Chief Constable next week, said: “These 
incidents are small in number but I wel¬ 
come the community concern because we 
should not tolerate any of this.” 


Report by David Cosgrove 


A MAN has appeared in court 
charged with the murder of a 
neighbour in Stourbridge. 

Police named the victim as Paul 
Tompkins, who was found stabbed to 
death at his flat in Wollaston on New 
Year’s Day 

Jobless Daniel Jones, aged 33, is accused 
of killing 59-year-old 
Mr Tompkins in Forge 
Road, Wollaston. 

Jones, of Forge Road, 
spoke only to confirm 
his name at Dudley 
Magistrates Court on 
Monday. 

A post-mortem has 
revealed that Mr Tomp¬ 
kins died from stab 
wounds. 

A forensic tent re- 
Victim Paul Tompkins mained up at the prop¬ 
erty on Monday and a 
police presence was still in place. 

Scores of tributes have been paid online to 
Mr Tompkins, who friends knew as ‘Tonka’. 

Dom Farrington posted: “God bless him. 
Such a gentle soul.” While James Sibley Deakin 
wrote: “Sad world we live in.” 

Daz Whitehouse wrote: “When I first left 
home and went to live in a bedsit in Stour¬ 
bridge, he lived with his mom and dad next 
door. He always used to come round listen to 
music, tell us stories. Summer of 93 has great 
memories for me.” 

Concerned 

Police were called to a flat in Forge Road just 
after 7pm on January 1 by a concerned neigh¬ 
bour. 

Officers forced the door open but nothing 
could be done to save 59-year-old Mr Tompkins 
who was pronounced dead at the scene. 

Jones was remanded in custody for a prelim¬ 
inary hearing at Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

Over the weekend residents spoke of their 
concern about the incident happening in their 
neighbourhood. 

One woman, who lived nearby and did not 
want to named, said it was a ‘huge shock’. De¬ 
tectives continue to appeal for information to 
help them determine the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding Mr Tompkins’ death. 

Detective Inspector Martin Slevin, from 
Force CID, urged people to help officers dis¬ 
cover the circumstances of the attack in the 
quiet cul-de-sac. 

“We are still in the early stages of piecing to¬ 
gether exactly what happened and would ask 
anyone with information to come forward and 
contact us,” he said. 

Anyone who can help the investigation is 
asked to call 101 or Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555111. 



CINDERELLA CAST WILL HAVE A BALL IN PANTO 



Ugly sister Diptheria, left, played by George Clayton, Fiona Robinson as Cinderella, Rory Rollason, Buttons and Ian Thompson as Hernia 


NEW twists and turns will keep audiences on 
their toes when the classic tale of Cinderella 
is told by Oldbury Repertory Players. 

The ugly sisters will be battling for centre 
stage alongside everyone’s favourite bachelor, 
Buttons when the pantomime is staged at The 
Barlow Playhouse, Langley, from Saturday to 
January 16. 

This latest adaptation has been written by 
Oldbury Rep member, Ian Thompson. 

Fellow rep member Alan Wood said: “The 
story follows the traditional tale of Cinder¬ 
ella being bossed around by her step-sisters, 


step-mother and ignored by her father, Baron 
Hardup. 

“When the king decides to throw a ball to 
get his son Prince Charming to wed, all the 
eligible girls from miles around are invited - 
except poor Cinders. 

Buttons 

But with the help from her best friend, 
Buttons, and a little help from her Fairy God¬ 
mothers, she hopes to get to the ball and her 
true love. 

Matinees will take place on January 9,10 


and 16, from 2.30pm, with evening perfor¬ 
mances at 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 and £11. 
Tickets can also be bought in person from the 
box office on Mondays, from 7.30pm, or by 
calling 0121 5522761. 

Oldbury Rep has been hosting plays in dif¬ 
ferent forms since 1939 and celebrated its 
75th anniversary last year. 

The theatre now has its own bar, rehearsal 
room and studio theatre, wardrobe block and 
173 seat main auditorium. 

For further information on the theatre 
group visit www.oldburyrep.org website. 


THEATRE 

New group stages 
Hippodrome bid 

A GROUP aiming to save Dudley Hip¬ 
podrome from demolition has submit¬ 
ted a last-minute rescue bid. 

Gordon Downing, of Friends of Dud¬ 
ley Hippodrome, has joined a group 
led by businessman Dave Mundon. 

Campaigners have formed a steering 
group after Dudley Council gave them 
until the end of last year to put a real¬ 
istic package together to revive the for¬ 
mer theatre. Dudley Council wants to 
knock down the Castle Hill landmark. 
• ‘Inept’ — see page 9 


CHARGES 

Burial fees rise to 
meet cash savings 

BURIAL fees in Dudley will rise as part of 
a raft of increased charges by the cash- 
strapped council. 

The increase will be brought in as Dud¬ 
ley Council continues its battle to meet 
savings of £20 million over the next three 
years. 

Among the fees to rise are the cost of 
exclusive right of burial on a plot which 
will rise from £1,935 to £2,090. Cremation 
costs will rise from £344 to £372. 

New fee charges will also come into 
force for a range of leisure centre and mu¬ 
seum services. Dudley Council officials say 
increases are in line with inflation. 


INSIDE 


BIG TURNOUT 
FOR THE HUNT 




New Batteries from 

£ 34.90 


Service & MOT 
including FREE 
Re-Test from £95.00 


including fitting 


FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVIC 


We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 


Good Garage Scheme*® 

Registered Member 


www.midlandsmotorcare.co.uk 


Unit 17 Lye Valley Ind Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 01384 892909 
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EVERY MY 


PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
ook at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HASTILOW 



He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on! 



Queen honours community champions 



Councillor Brian Edwards 


TWO community champions from our area 
share the same sense of pride after being 
named in the New Year’s Honours List. 

One of the local award winners is a Crad- 
ley Heath-born expert in learning disabilities, 
who has been handed his second helping of 
New Year’s Honours joy - adding a CBE to 
the OBE he received 15 years ago. 

Professor Barry Carpenter, who lives in 
Chaddesley Corbett and has an adult daugh¬ 
ter with Down’s syndrome, was awarded the 
honour for services to special educational 
needs. He holds honorary chairs at the Uni¬ 
versities of Worcestershire, Limerick, Ham¬ 
burg, and Flinders in Australia. 


Professor Carpenter, who studied at Row- 
ley Regis Grammar School, said: “It’s a great 
honour to receive this recognition. I’m over 
the moon - they say lightning doesn’t strike 
twice but it has.” 

South Staffs Council leader Brian Edwards 
has been appointed an MBE. 

Councillor Edwards, of Stourton, was first 
elected to the authority in 1983, and has been 
leader for 11 years. He has been the county 
councillor for South Staffordshire’s Kinver 
division for 25 years. 

Councillor Edwards, 75, said: “I’m very 
proud and look forward to serving the area 
for another few years.” Professor Barry Carpenter 



Pensioner tricked out 
of £13,000 in roof con 


Council get 
funding to 
help people 
find a home 

MORE than 60 new homes will be built 
across Dudley and Stourbridge as part 
of a scheme to provide starter homes for 
those struggling to buy or rent in the 
borough. 

Four sites for new housing estates 
have been revealed after the council re¬ 
ceived a grant of £625,000 towards fund¬ 
ing the development. 

The cash for the 62 starter homes 
has been given after an agreement was 
reached with the Government’s Homes 
and Communities Agency. 

Dudley Council is one of three author¬ 
ities in the Black Country to secure cash 
towards new homes. 

Bosses plan to build homes in Beech- 
wood Road, Kates Hill; King William 
Street, Amblecote; Mere Road, Stour¬ 
bridge; and Wrens Nest Road, Dudley. 

Dudley Council leader, Councillor 
Pete Lowe, is expected to sign off the 
scheme. 


A CRUEL conman tricked a wom¬ 
an in her 90s into paying thou¬ 
sands of pounds for a roofing job 
which actually cost a fraction of 
the price, a court heard. 

Salesman Graham Purcell claimed 
his roof coating was a low-cost alter¬ 
native to re-roofing, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

But he massively inflated the cost of a 
new roof to make his offer appear a cheaper 
alternative. 

It was part of a con targeting elderly and 
vulnerable people which brought in £8 mil¬ 
lion over three years. 

In one case, the crook told a vulnerable 
91-year-old from Stourbridge she would 
have to pay £30,000 to re-roof her home 
before quoting her £17,850 for what he de¬ 
scribed as a thermal roofing paint. He then 
lowered the quote to £13,000 to make it 
look like she was getting a good deal. 

Heat 

He claimed the work could reduce heat 
loss by up to 25 per cent, make the roof 
maintenance free and increase the value 
of her property. In reality, the cost of the 
work done was no more than £1,000. 

Tests proved the paint would actually 
increase maintenance costs and devalue 
properties. 

The cost of a new roof would have been 
around £11,000. 

He worked a similar con on another per¬ 
son aged in their 90s from Dudley borough. 

Purcell, aged 32, a salesman at Therma 
Seal UK, based in Tamworth, was given a 
12-month prison sentence suspended for 
two years, after being found guilty of four 
counts of fraud following a trial. He must 
also complete 150 hours of community ser¬ 
vice. 

The case against Purcell, of Manning 
Road, Droitwich, was brought by Dudley’s 
trading standards team. 

Earlier this year the firm’s directors 
Christopher Wilkes and Alan Wilson were 
jailed for five years. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, who oversees 
trading standards in Dudley, said: “This 
was a large scale fraud netting more than 
£8 million in three years involving a signif¬ 
icant number of elderly and vulnerable cus¬ 
tomers. It left many victims out of pocket.” 



Tally ho! Hundreds turn out for hunt 


Eager beagle — the hounds and riders gather for the annual Albrighton and Woodland hunt at Hagley Hall 


MORE than 1,000 people turned 
out for the annual festive hunt 
from Hagley Hall. 

Around 70 riders took part in the 
traditional hunt in the 350-acre 
grounds surrounding Hagley Hall, 
near Stourbridge. 

Crowds welcomed the hunters on 
horseback who were hanked by the 
hounds as they posed in front of the 
hall before setting off at 11am on 
Boxing Day. 

The hunt at Hagley took place at 
exactly the same time as a hunt in 


Newport, which is also organised 
by the Albrighton and Woodland 
Hunt. 

Since fox hunting was banned 
in 2004, the hunters have followed 
trails around the grounds, where 
the hounds sniff out the scent with¬ 
out any foxes harmed. 

Hunt secretary Justin Hill said: 
“Horses and hounds have hunted 
on Boxing Day for hundreds of 
years. Everybody is welcome and it 
is a great social occasion. It is part 
of Christmas.” 


Ann Thompson, from Birming¬ 
ham, has been attending the hunts 
since the 1940s. The 77-year-old, 
whose granddaughter Amy Parkes 
was part of the hunt, said: “It is a 
British tradition. I love the animals 
and this is a beautiful place. A lot 
of people support it and I am one 
of them.” 

Huntsman Daniel Hammett said: 
“It is nice to see so many faces. You 
get a lot of people who don’t nor¬ 
mally come during the season but 
come out for the Boxing Day meet.” 


Discount 

The homes will be for sale and offered 
at a 20 per cent discount to first time 
buyers under the age of 40. 

A report to Councillor Lowe said: “A 
key theme of Dudley’s Council plan is 
to build more homes. The delivery of 62 
starter homes will contribute to this. 

“The proposal also supports one of the 
council’s strategic housing aims — to 
provide a mixed housing offer that will 
meet a range of housing needs and helps 
to address one of our key challenges, 
that many new households cannot afford 
to buy or rent a home of their own.” 

Bring cards to be 
recycled in store 

TWO Sainsbury’s stores in Dudley bor¬ 
ough are offering a service to help peo¬ 
ple recycle their Christmas cards. 

The shops in Amblecote and Merry 
Hill are providing the service to sup¬ 
port the Forest Stewardship Council 
help protect forests. Until January 13, 
customers can recycle their Christmas 
cards at an in-store collection point. For 
the second year all ‘paper’ wrapping can 
be placed in the Christmas card recy¬ 
cling collection boxes too. The initiative 
has been extended to include Christmas 
lights, ribbons and plastic wrappings, 
and customers can bring these to any 
Sainsbury’s supermarket for recycling. 

Amblecote store manager Andy 
Beardmore said: “We’ve always had a 
brilliant response from customers in 
previous years.” 

Collapse of sewer 
closes busy road 

A COLLAPSED sewer on the Hagley 
Road in Halesowen between Queensway 
and Highfield Lane left the road closed. 

Reports were received about the col¬ 
lapse on Monday afternoon. Councillor 
Hilary Bills said: “We immediately put a 
closure in place.” 



UPTO 
75% OFF 


ABIE & BROIHIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS, 

VINYLS AND 
LAMINATES 


& 


Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WONT 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 

PLUS FREE FITTING ON SELECTED RANGES 

Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 


www. ablecarpets. co. uk 

FREEPHONE 


COVERS ALL AREAS 


• Halesowen 

• Cradley 

• Oldhill 

• Blackheath 


• Hasbury 

• Hayley Green 

• Rowley Regis 

• Oldbury 


Adrian Bromley 

01902 

880341 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




GasOn 


The Halesowen 
Cooker & Fire Centre 

Tel:0121 585 7799 
www.gasonspares.co.uk 



We have good stocks of Range & 50cm/60cm Gas 
& Electric cookers, As well as Gas/Electric Fires. 
We Also supply all Genuine Manufacture spares - 
Most being stocked 

248 Hagley Road, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4QQ 


Broken Dentures? 

1 hour i 

I The Dental Shop 

denture i 

W Emergency Denture 

repair 1 

Repairs 

service J 

* Daytime 01384 413444 

Est. 1981 f 

Out of hours 07701 067261 

| 201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, B64 6HE | 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cuffing and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 












































































Fast electric 
chargers are 
installed in 
the borough 

ELECTRIC vehicle chargers have 
been installed on three Dudley bor¬ 
ough car parks. 

The council hopes to encourage the 
take up of ultra-low emission vehicles 
by installing chargers in handy posi¬ 
tions across the borough. 

The new superfast charging points 
are part of a network of more than 
300 rapid chargers available across 
the country. 

The Dudley chargers are located 
on car parks on Andrew Road, Hale¬ 
sowen; Level Street, Brierley Hill; and 
Stafford Street, Dudley. 

The charging points enable driv¬ 
ers to top up and be back on the road 
within 10 to 20 minutes of calling in. 
They cost £2.50 for 10 minutes and 
25p per minute thereafter. 

Grant 

The charging points have been 
mostly funded by a Government grant 
of £112,500, a contribution of £37,500 
from Charge Your Car and a £14,000 
allocation from the Department for 
Transport’s Integrated Transport 
Block. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet 
member for environmental services, 
said: “As a council we take sustaina¬ 
bility issues very seriously and we are 
confident that by offering electric car 
points we will encourage more people 
to drive electric vehicles.” 

Learn more about the UK’s network 
of ‘EV’ charge points at the Charge 
Your Car website at chargeyourcar. 
org.uk or download the app. 

Legal solution for 
court barrier row 

PLANS for a parking barrier to be put 
in place at the rear of Dudley Magis¬ 
trates were withdrawn from a plan¬ 
ning committee meeting. 

The move aims to allow the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice and Central Method¬ 
ist Church to reach a legal agreement 
to allow access for users of the church 
via the court’s rear access road and 
parking area. 

Coffins would have to be carried 
underneath a parking barrier for fu¬ 
nerals if plans for restrictions in Gads 
Lane were to go ahead as originally 
proposed. More than 100 parishioners 
signed a petition against it. Now it is 
hoped that the signing of the agree¬ 
ment will answer the objections and 
the application could then be deter¬ 
mined under delegated powers. 

Traffic lights for 
gas pipe works 

DRIVERS have been warned to ex¬ 
pect delays in Old Hill with roadworks 
expected to last for six days from to¬ 
morrow (Friday) while National Grid 
replace gas pipes. Temporary traffic 
lights will be on Reddal Hill Road. 


Tributes to biker who died after crash 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 



Robert Christopher 


A MOTORCYCLIST who died after a crash 
in the Black Country has been named, as 
tributes pour in for the ‘fun-loving family 
man’. 

Robert ‘Claude’ Christopher, aged 39, 
died after suffering a cardiac arrest at the 
scene of the crash in Oldbury Road, Rowley 
Regis, on December 29 following an acci¬ 
dent involving two cars. 

Tributes have been paid to Mr Christo¬ 
pher, of Regis Heath Road, who was a mem¬ 
ber of a biking group. 

A close family member, who did not want 
to be named, said: “Robert was a great, 
great man, more like a brother to me than 


a friend. There was no such thing as a bad 
situation for him, he turned everything into 
an absolute positive and always did it with a 
smile on his face. 

“He lived for his family and for our bike 
group, Ruff Ryders. He had been a keen 
biker for many years and everybody in the 
biking community loved him, you couldn’t 
help but not. He should be remembered as 
the fun loving family man he was.” 

Flowers have been left at the scene, with 
one message saying: “RIP ride free.” 

Tributes have also been paid on Facebook 
to Mr Christopher, who was also known as 
‘Trriple A’ in the biking community. 


Jonathan ‘Jaytee’ Thompson posted: 
“R.I.P Claud Robert Trriple A Christopher 
Gone too soon, but will see you again some 
day soldier.” 

Members of the Rowley Regis-based Evo¬ 
lution and Spitfire MCC of Birmingham 
have paid their respects at the scene of the 
tragedy. 

Crash investigators have appealed for 
witnesses to the collision, which may have 
included another motorcyclist and pas¬ 
sers-by. 

Anyone with information should contact 
the police on 101. No-one in either of the 
cars was injured. 


New carnival boss as 
the fundraising begins 


A FUNDRAISING drive has been 
launched to boost the revived Hale¬ 
sowen Carnival - after its founder 
revealed plans to step down from 
his role. 

Hundreds of people turned out for the 
first carnival in the town for around three 
decades in the summer. 

Campaigner Simon Walker had helped re-es¬ 
tablish the event to bring crowds flooding back 
into the town. But now Mr Walker has decided 
to step aside as chairman to allow other com¬ 
mittee members to take the helm ready for this 
summer’s event. 

He will be given the honorary title of pres¬ 
ident and will be succeeded by current vice 
chairman, Councillor Stuart Henley. 

Two new appointments have also been made 
to strengthen the committee. Kevin Adams 
has joined as entertainment officer and Chris 
Milton in the role of volunteer liaison officer. 
Secretary Karen Dunham also becomes vice 
chairman. 

Planning for the event on Saturday, July 2, 
is now under way. 

Mr Walker said he was standing down as 
chairman because he had succeeded in what he 
intended to do - to relaunch the carnival after 
almost 30 years. 

Achieved 

He said: “I wanted to recreate the carnival 
- the people’s carnival - and that has been 
achieved. It was a success and there is room for 
building on that and extending it. 

“It was hard work and the problem we had 
was that nobody believed it would happen, but 
it did. Stuart, Karen and I were adamant it 
would go ahead, even if we’d have had to fi¬ 
nance it ourselves.” 

After the two Halesowen community forums 
refused funding, the committee turned to the 
National Lottery and was awarded £10,000 to 
stage the event. 

The carnvial was further threatened when 
Dudley Council decided it could not be staged at 
Huntingtree Park and the venue was switched 
to Highfields Park with just a month’s notice. 

Councillor Henley said : “Simon has decided 
to step down as chairman now he has achieved 
his goal and kept his promise to the local people 
of Halesowen. 

“Halesowen Carnival committee would like 
to publicly thank Mr Simon Walker for all his 
hard work.” 


Motorcycle convoy for hospital 



Bikers who joined the hospital convoy, bringing gifts and a financial donation to support family accommodation 


AROUND 200 bikers helped deliv¬ 
er hundreds of gifts and supplies 
to support seriously ill children 
and their families have now hand¬ 
ed over almost £750 to charity. 

Streetbike in Halesowen col¬ 
lected toys and presents for 
youngsters at Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital throughout De¬ 
cember. 

This included tea, coffee and 
even power tools to support the 
self-funded children and family 


accommodation unit at the hospi¬ 
tal, Ronald McDonald House. 

A cheque for £744 was pre¬ 
sented to the hospital following 
the arrival of a convoy including 
a mini bus and two vans filled 
with gifts. Gary Marshall, owner 
of Streetbike, said: “Streetbike is 
used as a drop-off point through¬ 
out December and anyone can 
bring presents for the children. 
We also collect items to keep the 
home running, even power tools.” 


A convoy of more than 200 bik¬ 
ers left Streetbike on Dudley Road 
for the heart of Birmingham to of¬ 
ficially hand over the donations. 
The event has been running for 
five years and the bikers have also 
supported Russells Hall Hospital. 

Mr Marshall added: “There 
must’ve been up to a thousand 
items handed over and it’s all 
thanks to John Stone, who was 
the first person to instigate the 
idea four years ago.” 


Revamp for park 
needs grant aid 

A CRADLEY park is in line for a 
revamp with refurbished changing 
rooms, floodlit games area and car 
park. 

Dudley Council planners approved 
the plans for Homer Hill Recreation 
Ground, in Homer Hill Road. How¬ 
ever, Councillor Richard Body, says 
that a funding grant of up to £500,000 
will have to be secured to enable the 
work to be carried out. 

Councillor Body, chairman of the 
friends of the park group, said: “We 
are hopeful that the grant from The 
Football Trust will be secured.” 

999 calls at more 
than tuuo a minute 

WEST Midlands Ambulance Service 
received more than 9,000 emergency 
999 calls between Christmas Eve and 
Boxing Day, it has been revealed. 

Ambulance crews were called a 
total of 3,038 times on Christmas Eve, 
2,939 times on Christmas Day and 
3,280 times on Boxing Day during a 
busy festive period. That works out to 
be more than two calls per minute. 

Among the incidents attended by 
ambulance crews was a flat fire in Wil- 
lenhall when a woman was treated for 
the effects of serious smoke inhalation 
and a crash in Longbridge. 

Singers donate 
£llk to hospice 

CHORAL singers have raised £11,000 
to help Stourbridge’s Mary Stevens 
Hospice. 

Got 2 Sing, led by Beth Dunn, 
helped to raise the roof at Merry Hill 
shopping centre to generate £519 to¬ 
wards the total. 

The rest of the money has been 
raised through fundraising events 
held throughout the year. 

he choir has more than 60 members 
from Wolverhampton, Stourbridge, 
Bewdley and Worcester. 

Brewery is to create 
Yeltz match day beer 

HALESOWEN Town Football Club 
has joined forces with a nearby brew¬ 
ery to supply drinks to supporters on 
match days. 

The Yeltz has stuck a partnership 
with the Fixed Wheel Brewery in 
Blackheath. 

Brewers are hoping to create a beer 
specially for the club’s fans in the com¬ 
ing weeks. 

The club, based at The Grove, in 
Old Hawne Lane, will be stocking the 
brewery’s Chain Reaction Pale Ale. 

TV comic has pub gig 

COMEDIAN Gary Delaney from TV’s 
Mock the Week, will be in Stourbridge 
tomorrow (Friday). 

Delaney, who is married to fellow 
comic Sarah Millican, will be perform¬ 
ing at Kate Fitzgeralds, in Enville 
Street, Wollaston, at 8pm. Tickets cost 
£10. For details call (01384) 374410. 


liVC 


MONDAY 

Halesowen 

Halesbury School 
Feldon Lane 
5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Tel Dawn:07859010175 


Smunin 


EWORLD 


- Slimming World 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


New Group 
Cradley 

Cradley Sports & Social Club 
Colley Lane 

from 5th January 7.30pm 
Tel: Stacey: 07411 486694 


Halesowen 

Halesbury School 
Feldon Lane 7.00pm 
Tel Dawm: 07859 010175 


NEW GROUP 
Cradley 

Wilson Hall, 

Cradley Labour Club, 
Colley Gate 

From 6th January 2016, 
5.30pm & 7.30 pm 
Tel Stacey: 07411 486694 


THURSDAY 

Cradley 

Netherend Centre 
Mogul Lane 
5.15pm and 7.15pm 
Tel Amanda : 07862 274058 


SATURDAY 

Cradley 

Netherend Centre 
Mogul Lane 
9am and 10.30am 
Tel Amanda : 07862 274058 



Adt ihe webdit for delicious 

slimmingworld.co.uk^ 13 T 0344 897 8000 


recipes 

■» III 
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PETER 
RHODES 

HERE it is. Another bright, shiny and totally unspoiled 
New Year. So who’s going to muck it up, then? Prediction 
- having pledged untold millions for flood defences, David 
Cameron landed with the worst drought since 1976. 

HOW many of the media organisations condemning 
Oliver Letwin for his views on black people in the 1985 
riots have taken a long, hard look into their own archives? 
Letwin’s assumptions and language may seem shocking 
today but they were common enough 30 years ago. A 
trawl through the 1985 output of newspapers, radio and 
TV might produce a crop of red faces. 

AFTER sticking faithfully with BBC1 through three 
episodes of And Then There Were None, the same old 
question about Agatha Christie’s plots won’t go away. 
How on earth did we make a national treasure out of a 
woman who peddled such implausible tosh? 


THE New Year kicked off with 
a dark warning that “dozens 
of moderate Labour MPs” are 
prepared to quit Parliament 
rather than serve under Jeremy 
Corbyn? Oh, yeah? And do 
what? There are few jobs that 
pay £60,000 a year plus ex¬ 
penses, particularly if your only 
qualification is as a party activ¬ 
ist and bag-carrier. If 50 Labour MPs quit 
tomorrow, 1,000 Corbyn-loyal candidates would instantly 
step forward. The truth, beyond the worst imaginings of 
many Labour politicians this time last year, is that Corbyn 
has not only won the party leadership but is not making a 
bad job of it. 

WE live in the age of the drone. These flying machines 
fitted with video cameras bring us unrivalled coverage of 
everything from gardening programmes to the TV news 
and are superb at capturing the extent of the floods. For 
a few quid, producers now have access to camera-an¬ 
gles that used to involve booking a helicopter and film 
crew for a whole day at ruinous expense. Good news for 
the programme makers and the TV viewers. Bad news, 
presumably, for the helicopter industry. 




Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Caution as £30m retail 
park is back on cards 


A £30 million masterplan for a retail park in 
Oldbury, which was first proposed almost 
two decades ago, is being revived. 

Shops and a restaurant will be built on the 38-acre 
site known as The Junction on the former Hunts 
Foundry in Oldbury town centre, under the plans. 

But councillors remain cautious about the development 


following the latest twist in £ 

A retail park was first 
mooted for the site near 
Oldbury Ringway 18 years 
ago with plans coming and 
going in various guises ever 
since. The site, off West Bro¬ 
mwich Street, has long been 
empty after buildings were 
flattened near to Sandwell 
and Dudley railway station. 

A screening opinion - an 
application asking whether 
or not the development 
should be subject to envi¬ 
ronmental impact assess¬ 
ment - has been sent to 
Sandwell Council with a full 
planning application due to 
follow within weeks. 

Timescale 

Ward councillor Mahboob 
Hussian said any developer 
promising to deliver the 
retail park must set out a 
timescale for when it will be 
delivered. 

He said: “I am aware 
plans have been submitted 
for the retail park again. I 
understand it’s a different 
type of scheme and will 
bring in some large retail 
development.” 

He added: “This has 
been going on for 18 years 


long-running saga. 

By Richard Guttridge 

(with) probably three dif¬ 
ferent owners and 10 dif¬ 
ferent schemes. Whatever 
the scheme, there needs to 
be some sort of timescale to 
start the work. Otherwise 
what happens is they try to 
put a package together, then 
try to sell it on and then 
someone thinks of a differ¬ 
ent scheme. 

“We are here to help and 
anything will be welcome 
after all these years. But 
they need to be serious pro¬ 
posals.” 

The long-awaited develop¬ 
ment was due to transform 
the town with new shops 
and restaurants and create 
more than 1,000 jobs. 

It is understood the site is 
now owned by Hammerson, 
a firm behind many major 
retail developments in the 
country including Birming¬ 
ham’s Bullring centre. 

Permission was initially 
granted for the shopping 
centre in November 2004. 
In 2007, 2009 and 2011, 
Sandwell Council granted 
approval to amendments. 


Hairdresser finally cuts ties 



Ann Richards retiring after 30 years at her salon Just Curls 


A HAIRDRESSER has re¬ 
tired after more than 30 
years in the business. 

Ann Richards, aged 69, 
from Quinton, was retiring 
on New Year’s Eve. She has 
owned her shop ‘Just Curls’ 
in Bearwood for over three 
decades and will be handing 
the shop over to employee 
Stephanie Barnbrook. 

Ann said her job had 
been ‘absolutely wonderful’, 
adding: “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time here. “It 
is the only thing I really 
wanted to do from the age 
of seven. I am almost 70 
now. I thought it was time 
for some ‘me’ time and for 
some rest.” 

Stephanie, 42, will be 
taking over the shop after 
working for Ann for more 
than 25 years. 

Ann wanted to go to hair¬ 
dressing college once she 
left school but her parents 
could not afford the fees. So 
she began working at Mitch¬ 
ell and Butlers brewery in 
Smethwick aged 15, but 
continued her hairdressing 
at home. She got a break 
aged 17, when a Birming¬ 
ham salon, called Windsors, 
offered her a job and to train 
her. 

Ann’s granddaughter 
Ellis is a hairdresser and 
grandson Connor a barber. 


Splash out 
on lessons 
learning 
to swim 

LEARNER swimmers are 
set to benefit from improved 
swimming provision, thanks 
to the introduction of a pio¬ 
neering new academy. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust 
will work in partnership 
with Walsall-based STA, to 
launch the new academy 
model at its six pools across 
the borough, including in 
Tipton and Wednesbury. 

The SLT Swim Academy 
programme aims to raise 
standards of swim teaching 
across the area by introduc¬ 
ing a single teaching system 
and a standardised pro¬ 
gramme for lessons. 

The academy officially 
launched in November to 
coincide with the opening 
of the new Wednesbury Lei¬ 
sure Centre. 

Now bosses have re¬ 
vealed the programme will 
be rolled out to the Leisure 
Trust’s other five sites as 
the new swimming term 
gets under way. 

Lisa Smith, STA’s sen¬ 
ior account manager, said: 
“The successes of our other 
academies speak for them¬ 
selves so we are very excited 
to launch this brand new 
programme in Sandwell. 

“Learning to swim is a 
vital life skill that all chil¬ 
dren should be given the 
opportunity to learn.” 

The SLT Swim Academy 
will operate at Haden Hill 
Leisure Centre, Langley 
and Smethwick swimming 
centres, Portway Lifestyle 
Centre, Tipton Leisure Cen¬ 
tre and Wednesbury Leisure 
Centre. 


NO GIMMICKS JUST HONEST PRICES AND SERVICE 


(Kueen B unds 

We provide Venetian, Roman, Rotter;- 

Vertical, Velux, Pleated Mjx & Ma tch vertical 

Supplied & Fitted: within 5 days Blinds Or Roller 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 8.30AM TILL 7PM f* (*<i fUl 

CDEE mea suring o fur slIIU 

rncc&Fi 


Vertical Blinds 

3 for £79 

Up to 72” x 72” 


Roller Blinds 

3 for £119 


Full 
Conservatory 
Blinds Fitted 

£189 

Vertical Only 


1IMING 


72 ”x 72’ 


60” x 60 




0121 285 5155 

07707 435964 www.queenblinds.co.uk 




FREEPHONE 

0800 907 8631 


COMPLETE STOCK CLEARANCE NOW ON 



in a beautiful wine 

with floral cushions - Half Price. Now £499 

We also have certain slightly used items at terrific bargain prices 

Quality 3 seater and 2 seater sofa in gold stripe. SOLD 

Quality 3 seater sofa in tan leather (reclining). £180 

1 x Cream swivel chair. £30 

2 x Queen Anne chairs in pink. £20 each 

3 seater sofa with matching electric lift and rise. £499 

3 seater sofa and 2 chairs, in gold stripe, full coil sprung. £299 


©pen 7 days Qat-Qim 10 aw-4 pm 


Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye. DY9 8RD 01384 892018 www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 









































































Most trains arrive late at 
Sandwell and Dudley station 


MORE than 7,000 trains arrived late at Sandwell and Dudley 
railway station over a three-month period. 

Between June 28 to September 19 this year 11,985 trains were 
planned to arrive at Sandwell and Dudley station on Bromford Lane 
station but 7,545 of those arrived one minute or more late - equivalent 
to 63 per cent. Of those, 148 were cancelled all together. 


The most delayed service at the st 

Rare American 
brooch to be 
sold at auction 

AN historic brooch with links to the 
American Civil War is being sold at an 
auction of antique and modern jewel¬ 
lery. 

The sale takes place at Fellows in 
Birmingham on January 14 and one 
of the star lots is an American mid- 
19th century 18ct gold aquamarine 
brooch. 

The item of jewellery was gifted by 
American Civil War General Robert 
Stuart to his wife, Ellen, and is ex¬ 
pected to go under the hammer for 
between £1,200 and £1,800. 

The piece features a large ov¬ 
al-shape aquamarine stone set in an 
18ct gold scrolling border. There is 
a personal engraving to the reverse 
which reads, “To Ellen Stuart, from 
General Robert Stuart”. Robert Stu¬ 
art fought in various battles for the 
Union army, being commended for 
gallantry, but he drowned at the Bat¬ 
tle of Cedar Creek in July 1863. 


ion was the Virgin Trains Edinburgh 
to London Euston service on the June 
11 - delayed for 151 minutes - after a 
man was killed after being struck on 
the track near Lockerbie in Scotland. 

Earlier this year Network Rail said 
that the number of trains that arrive 
on time had risen dramatically since 
they took over the running of Britain’s 
railways in October 2002. 

Network Rail spokesman, Jon 
Crampton, said that they are con¬ 
stantly working alongside operators to 
improve punctuality. 

“Overall 83.6 per cent of trains ar¬ 
rive at Sandwell and Dudley on time, 
using the industry and European-wide 
recognised Public Performance Meas¬ 
ure - PPM” he said. 

Reliability 

“Network Rail is not complacent 
and constantly works with train op¬ 
erators to improve punctuality and 
reliability to provide passengers with 
the best possible level of service.” 
PPM measures the performance of 
individual passenger trains against 
their timetable as agreed between the 
operator and Network Rail at 10pm 
the night before. 

Richard Stanton, Communications 
Manager at Virgin Trains, said: “The 
majority of delays to Virgin Trains’ 
services on the West Coast Mainline 
are caused by issues that are the re¬ 
sponsibility of Network Rail.” 


Mini Cooper smashes into front of house 



The scene of the accident at Windmill Hill with damaged frontage and the overturned Mini Cooper 

A MAN had a lucky escape after a car were scattered across Windmill Hill, in dow and bricks underneath smashed 
smashed into his house and a neigh- Colley Gate, following the crash, next in. The car slammed into the front 
bouring shop front before coming to door to signage premises Trico. door and window of Trico but fire 

rest on its side. Residents say that the car left the crews believed there to be no major 

The Mini Cooper slammed through road hit the metal railings, bounced off structural damage as a result, 
metal railings hitting the front room one property and flipped onto its side. A member of staff from Trico was 
of the house in Cradley on New Year’s It happened just before 6am, doors present at the scene but did not want 
Day. away from the Little Chop House pub. to comment. 

A man inside had been sat at his A man in the car had scrambled out The resident was able to remain liv- 
computer in the front window just of the wreckage by the time emergency i n g a t the property following the after- 
minutes before the accident. services arrived. mat h of the accident. The driver was 

Debris and twisted metal railings The house had part of its front win- given first aid at the scene. 


Panto musical 5 
is a Beauty at 
the civic hall 

LOVE is sure to conquer all when 
Brier ley Hill Musical Theatre Compa¬ 
ny performs its latest production. 

Rehearsals are well underway 
for the company’s own rendition of 
Beauty and the Beast, which run at 
Brierley Hill Civic Hall from Satur¬ 
day. 

Emma Worrall has been chosen 
for the lead role of Beauty with Karl 
Wunderlich in a furry costume to 
play the Beast, who is actually an en¬ 
chanted prince. 

The part of Countess Cruella went 
to Rebecca Thorne while Jemma 
Hughes plays the Rose Fairy. Tom 
Robinson and Chris Drew have been 
cast in the roles of Beauty’s wicked 
sisters. 


Matinees 

Further parts include Gregory Gob¬ 
smacked, played by Krystian Whor- 
ton, Lucy Lipstick by Sylvia Hickling 
and Jo Jarrod by James Lanley, with 
Granny played by Amy Pearson. 

Evening performances will run on 
January 9, 10, 14, 15 and 16, from 
7.15pm. Matinees will take place at 
2.15pm on January 9, 10 and 16. 

Ticket cost £10 with reduced prices 
available for group bookings and for 
families. 

To book tickets call the box office on 
0845 6588095 or visit the www.bhmtc. 
co.uk website. 

Library to host talk 
on town war history 

STOURBRIDGE during the First 
World War will be the subject of a lo¬ 
cal history talk on February 26. 

Kenneth Wright will give the pres¬ 
entation at Stourbridge Library at 
2.30pm. 

The talk will take place in the Am- 
blecote Room and admission is £3. 

Call (01384) 812945 for further in¬ 
formation. 



No deposits 
or stage payments, 
you only pay when 
the installation 
has been 
completed , 


Visit one 
of the largest 
conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the UK 


[Windows & Doors, Conservatories, 

Orangeries, Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards _ 

f Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous 
quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has 
m “ more experience and know 

how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we 

, _ have been in 

a business for 

* more than 

30 years. 


Supplied 
& Fitted... 
across the 
Midlands 


Repair 

Service 

Available 


X Replace the ^ 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
l room you can use . 
year round Jt 1 


Make the RIGHT decision this Winter and give Rydale a ring... 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm 


Long Lane, Blackheath. 
Halesowen B62 9LS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Sunday Closed 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


All depends 
on usthow 


po 


ice will 


spend cash 

DAVID Jamieson, the police and crime 
commissioner for the West Midlands, 
raises an interesting debate when he pro¬ 
poses a £5-a-year rise in what the force 
charges the average household for its 
services. 

He says without the increase the force 
will be forced to save £3.3 million a year, 
and when towns the size of Dudley are 
finding themselves without a police sta¬ 
tion, it does seem that something needs 
to be done. 

However, for all the protests about sav¬ 
age cuts, it is worth noting that real-terms 
police spending - allowing for inflation - 
is still £1 billion a year higher than it was 
at the turn of the Millennium. When, if my 
memory serves me rightly, we still had 
police stations. 

So is the increase really justified? I sus¬ 
pect most people will take the view that 
it depends how the money is spent. If it 
means halting the closure of police sta¬ 
tions in some of our biggest and busiest 
towns, then I imagine most people would 
gladly stump up. 

However, if the money is going to be 
spent on more speed cameras, more 
“safety partnerships”, more political cor¬ 
rectness, more prosecutions for so-called 
“hate crimes” which just a few years ago 
would have been considered little more 
than bad manners, then the public will 
probably be more sceptical. 

■ ■■ 

STAYING with policing, few people will 
argue with the Government’s plans to 
increase the penalties for drivers caught 
using their mobile phones. 

Alarmingly, a survey in the West Mercia 
force area revealed that nearly four in 10 
motorists admitted checking their phones 
while driving, with one in 10 admitting to 
searching the internet. 

Clearly this is unacceptable and dan¬ 
gerous. However, the trade-off for stiffer 
penalties must surely be a degree of dis¬ 
cretion in the enforcement of the rules. 

Motorists who brazenly drive around 
with the phones glued to their ear, leaving 
a trail of chaos behind, are clearly a men¬ 
ace, and deserve little sympathy if they 
get the book thrown at them. The same 
applies to those who send text messages 
on the move. 

However, letting your boss know you 
are going to be late when you are sat in 
stationary traffic with the handbrake firm¬ 
ly on and the gearbox in neutral? That 
cannot possibly pose a risk to anybody. 
Yet under the present laws it still consti¬ 
tutes an offence if the keys are in the igni¬ 
tion and the engine is running. 

Interestingly, this presents an interest¬ 
ing legal question. Many modern cars 
have keyless ignition, and a device which 
cuts the engine off the moment the car 
grinds to a standstill. So if you send a text 
message while stationary in traffic, with 
the engine off and the keys firmly in your 
pocket, does that constitute an offence? 


CCTV footage of the gunman leaving Richard Deakin’s home 


Victim Richard Deakin 


Scene of the 2010 murder in Meadway Street, Chasetown 


Heartbroken mother 


makes plea to hitmen 


Richard’s mother Carol, of Cheslyn Hay, has made the appeal to the hitmen 


Carol Deakin is still seeking 
answers over the death of her 
son five years ago. PETER 
MADELEY takes up the story 


“I BELIEVE justice will come. The 
man who paid to have my son killed 
is still out there. Eventually the truth 
will come out.” 

So says Carol Deakin, the mother of 
businessman Richard Deakin who was 
shot to death as he lay in bed at his fam¬ 
ily home in Chasetown some five and a 
half years ago. 

For Carol and the rest of his heartbroken 
family, time has not proved to be a great 
healer. 

Three years ago hired gun David Harrison 
was jailed for 37 years for carrying out the 
murder, while getaway driver Darryl Dickens 
was sent down for 30 years. 

Police have always believed the pair were 
paid to carry out the hit - although the iden¬ 
tity of those behind the crime has never been 
ascertained. 

Accused 

Tipton drug kingpin John Anslow - cur¬ 
rently serving 29 years for drug dealing and 
escaping from a prison van before fleeing the 
country - was accused of setting up the killing, 
but was found not guilty after a trial last year. 

Following Anslow’s acquittal police said 
they were not pursuing anyone else in connec¬ 
tion with the case, but Carol says the thought 
of someone getting away with murder has left 
her unable to rest. 

It has also filled her with a steely determina¬ 
tion to make sure that no one goes unpunished 
for the act which she says has destroyed her 
life. 

Carol is now appealing to the men convicted 
of killing her son to reveal who paid them to 
do it. 

“I want David Harrison to stand up and be a 
man and say who paid him to kill my son,” said 
Carol, aged 54, of Cheslyn Hay. 


“He has got nothing to lose. Harrison will 
probably never get out of prison. But he knows 
who gave the orders. He could give me some 
peace of mind by telling the police who paid 
him. 

“I firmly believe there is still someone out 
there who has got away with murder. Until 
that person is made to pay for what they have 
done there won’t be anything even close to 
a sense of closure for any of us in Richard’s 
family. 

“I still can’t believe it has happened. We 
were a very close family. 

“Richard was a hardworking man who 
didn’t get into any trouble. He was not in¬ 
volved in drug dealing. He was a good man 
who was devoted to his family. My son was 
killed for nothing. He was stolen from us. I’d 
give anything to have him back.” 


Harrison entered Mr Deakin’s Meadway 
Street home on the morning of July 5, 2010, 
and carried out the execution using a sawn-off 
shotgun, before calmly leaving the house and 
being driven away by Dickens. 

They had waited for Mr Deakin’s fiancee, 
Megan, to leave the house with the couple’s 
two young daughters before making their 
move. 

Harrison and Dickens, both from Bilston, 
were jailed following a trial in 2013. Harrison, 
who had previous convictions for firearms 
offences, has consistently denied having any¬ 
thing to do with the murder. 

“For me a big part of this is to get justice for 
Richard’s daughters,” Carol added. 

“I want them to know that the person who 
ordered their dad to be killed is locked up. The 
police may have closed the case but as far as I 


am concerned there are still loose ends to tie 
up.” 

Mr Deakin’s daughters Elle and Jessica are 
now aged nine and seven respectively. 

Carol said they both regularly talk about 
their loving father, particularly Elle, who she 
says ‘remembers everything’ about the day of 
his tragic death. 

“She was four at the time, old enough to 
understand what was happening,” Carol said. 

“I asked her what she wanted for Christ¬ 
mas and she said a locket with a picture of her 
daddy in it. 

“It’s heartbreaking. I’ve got a lock of his 
hair so I’m going to put that in the locket for 
her with a picture. 

“She’s got all of his expressions. Her dad 
was quite shy and she’s got his personality. 

“Jess is Richard’s double. How can you ex¬ 
plain to children so young about something so 
terrible? 

“It is tragic that Megan has been left to 
bring up two such beautiful children without 
Richard.” 

Terrible 

“Each and every day is so hard, but Christ¬ 
mas brings back so many memories. 

“Every Christmas Eve he would come 
around and stay until the new year. It is just 
not the same anymore. It’s the worst time of 
year for me. 

“I live my life day by day and he never leaves 
my head,” added heartbroken Carol. 

“Every Sunday I got to bed at night and I’m 
filled with sadness. 

“All I can think about is Richard. He was 
killed on a Monday, so I always have a terrible 
feeling on Sundays because I’m thinking back 
to the day when it happened. 

“I hate Mondays to this day. He never leaves 
my head.” 

Carol says she has ‘total belief that who¬ 
ever ordered her son’s murder will one day be 
caught. 

“I believe in karma,” she added. 

“Whoever paid them (Harrison and Dick¬ 
ens) to do this cowardly act will have it in their 
minds every day. One day justice will catch up 
on them. 

“I will keep on fighting until that person is 
sent to prison.” 
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Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


S Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it 
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Century of steel rubbed out 


I AM writing on behalf of the 33 steelwork¬ 
ers who were made redundant from the 
Ductile Stourbridge Cold Mills, Willenhall, 
on December 18. 

Now here’s a company which for 90-odd 
years had processed quality steel strip for 
the manufacturing industry and continued 
to make a profit. 

Then along came Caparo who bought 
us and decided in their great wisdom and 
judgement to amalgamate us with a com¬ 
pany in West Bromwich, which will remain 


nameless, who in turn slowly but surely 
began to strip us of all our assets and infra¬ 
structure — leaving us like sitting ducks if 
a situation came along. 

Well thanks Caparo and nameless com¬ 
pany for wiping 105 years of steel-making 
from the face of the earth. 

Generations of steelworkers — fathers, 
sons, brothers, sisters — gone. 
DISGRUNTLED STEELWORKER 
Name and address supplied 


Thatcher 
sale sparks 
questions 

I WATCHED the BBC News 
item concerning an auction 
of Mrs Thatcher’s private 
belongings. I noted, how¬ 
ever that one of the most 
sought-after items was her 
dispatch box. This item has 
a clearly embossed sym¬ 
bol ‘E II R’ on the front. 
Dispatch boxes are items 
commonly used for Govern¬ 
ment purposes. As far as I 
am aware, all items marked 
or embossed with the roy¬ 
al symbol ‘E II R’ are the 
property of The Crown and 
belong to the state. 

I cannot recall any other 
instances of such items 
being sold at private auc¬ 
tion. If my interpretations 
are correct, serious ques¬ 
tions must be raised about 
Thatcher’s claim to own¬ 
ership and how it came to 
be sold in a private auc¬ 
tion decades after she had 
left office? Furthermore, 
shouldn’t the money raised 
from the sale of that item 
then go to the Treasury? If 
so, how strange it is that Os¬ 
borne and Cameron haven’t 
noticed the money lost in 
such a high-profile sale? 

M CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Concern at future 
of Hippodrome site 

I REMEMBER the hap- elected them. They should 


py times I spent at Dudley 
Hippodrome. It served the 
community well - schools, 
scouts, girl guides and other 
groups would organise trips. 

The town was always 
lively but sadly has gone 
into decline. The good news 
is the zoo is undergoing a 
revival, also the added at¬ 
traction of the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum and the 
proposed new Metro line - 
yet the Hippodrome is being 
ignored. I doubt if Dudley 
will ever again see and hear 
the excited cries of groups of 
children leaving the zoo and 
Hippodrome on their coach 
trips. 

The Dudley councillors’ 
move to flatten the Hippo¬ 
drome is a crime against the 
town and the people who 


hang their heads in shame. 

Wolverhampton Grand 
Theatre and Birmingham 
Hippodrome are thriving. 
Groups still flock there in¬ 
cluding elderly people. My 
main concern, there may 
be a more sinister move for 
flattening the Hippodrome, 
turning it into an open spa- 
cet hat could be built on at a 
later date. It would be ripe 
for the picking. 

Dudley Council has 
pledged to help find some¬ 
where to build the new 
mosque. The people of Dud¬ 
ley are entitled to know 
the reason for flattening 
an iconic building that has 
brought so much pleasure 
and can continue to do so. 

H ROPER 
Tipton 


It’s simple — 
clear drains 

THERE are lots of theo¬ 
ries being put forward to 
the reasons why the heavy 
rainfall is not draining away 
— house building on flood 
plains and farmers not play¬ 
ing their part by stopping 
the excess water just run¬ 
ning off their fields. Some 
years ago, I got into trouble 
by blaming the farmers, so I 
will just let them stew over 
the thought that heavy ma¬ 
chinery compacts the sub¬ 
soils. 

So let us have a shot at 
the people who control the 
council’s purse-strings. 
Years ago it was a common 
site to see gully emptiers 
going round and cleaning 
out the drains. 

What has happened to 
them? This was highlighted 
on a news bulletin when a 
man using a hook, pulled 
up a cover from a drain, and 
the floodwater just started 
to swirl away into the hole! 

P COLE 
Kingswinford 

Sleigh master 
says thanks 

THE Kingswinford & Stour¬ 
bridge Lions Club would 
like to say a very big thank 
you to everyone who gave so 
generously during our an¬ 
nual Santa sleigh tour. 

To all of the grown-ups 
and children, who braved 
the wet weather to meet 
Santa we hope you had a 
very Happy Christmas. 

During our travels Santa 
and his sleigh collected 
£8,485 which will be dis¬ 
tributed by the club to 
nominated charities at a 
presentation evening at the 
Stourbridge Institute and 
Social Club on January 25. 

STEVE RICE 
Dudley & S’bridge Lions 



WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved 

Ptea*e cait 

0181 643 5211 


We have many doga desperate for new homes. 

Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. | 

www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If y#u oaiuvnt r.hom*jnn nun h.lp os with donation, or aponMTvhtp 

ties Lane 


rw,wi 

ryki 

Calherine-De-Barnes Lane, Calherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B62 OE|)J 
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ymophobics 


30 MINUTE 


THE 


WORKOUT 


(ft 




aWHGHl 


|\G 


Changing the shape of 

HALESOWEN 

• Ladies only 

• VIP attention 

• 30 minute 

• No waiting 

sessions 

• No age limit 

• Fast results 

• No mirrors 

• No fitness 

• Membership 

required 

from £1 a day 


www.gymophobics.co.uk/halesowen 



EXCLUSIVE 
OFFER 

1/2 PRICE 
INDUCTION IN 
JANUARY ONLY 
AND ONE 
MONTHS FREE 
VIBR-8 


MAKE 2016 THE YEAR YOU 
ACHIEVE THE FIGURE 
YOU DESERVE. 

Lose weight and inches 
in all the right places 
with Gymophobics 
unique Resisted Tension ^ 
system that has helped 
more than 200,000 women 
throughout the UK. 

You will love the beautiful 
feminine surroundings, 
the friendly, welcoming staff and 
the VIP attention. You will love ho 
the 'air' machines take the work out 
of the workouts and take just 
30 minutes per visit. 

Best of all, you will love 
the fast results! 


51 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN B63 3BG 
0121-448 1743 

LADIESONLY 

www.Gymophobics.co.uk 


YOUR YEAR FOR 
A FABULOUS 
NEW FIGURE? 
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Speed tables will go 
rethink road safety 


as bosses 
measures 


SAFETY measures installed less than a year ago on a road 
where a great-grandfather was knocked down are to be 
ripped out after complaints that they have no effect. 

Sandwell Council has gone back to the drawing board over Barrs 
Road in Cradley Heath after the failure of road calming measures 
which were only completed in March. 


Speed tables — raised sections of the 

Fund set up 
for father's 
‘best send-off’ 

A FUNDRAISING page has been set 
up by the family of Brierley Hill crash 
victim Karl Green, so they can give 
him ‘the best send-off possible’. 

Father-of-one Karl, aged 34, was 
killed alongside 28-year-old Andrew 
Wheeler when the blue Citroen ZX 
they were travelling in hit a wall on 
Brettell Lane at around 12.05am on 
Christmas Eve. 

Mr Green has been described as a 
‘free-spirited cheeky lad who could 
put a smile on anybody’s face’ by his 
brother Adam. 

Adam has now set up a GoFundMe 
page in memory of his brother. 

Adam said: “He was mischievous 
but loved by everyone who knew him. 
He really did have a heart of gold. 

“We are asking for anyone who 
knew him or the family for any dona¬ 
tions possible to help to give him the 
best send-off as possible.” 

Anyone wishing to help the family 
reach their £2,000 target can do so at 
www.gofundme.com/bjgd9qns 


oad — were added in a bid to slow down 
drivers but they will now be removed. 

The measures were brought in a bid 
to improve safety along the road where 
there has been a number of accidents. 

In 2013 85-year-old retired brick¬ 
layer Bernard Betts, of Cradley Heath, 
died after being knocked down. 

But people living by the road say the 
speed tables had made little difference 
and that the noise of vehicles going 
over them kept them awake at night. 

A petition was launched and the call 
for change grew so loud that highways 
bosses at the council have made the 
decision to start again. 

The road was also narrowed and 
junctions extended in an effort to im¬ 
prove visibility and these changes will 
remain in place. 

Signs 

Highways bosses are to put in place 
flashing signs that make drivers aware 
there is a school nearby and warning 
them to drive at 20mph during school 
times, plus red warning markings on 
the road. 

Mother-of-two Anna Cooksey, 35, 
who lives on Barrs Road, said the 
speed tables were a waste of taxpayers’ 
money. Her car was written off after 
being hit by a vehicle after speed-calm¬ 
ing measures were introduced. 

She said: “They should have lis¬ 
tened to residents in the first place. 
We need a crossing where people can 
press a button and the traffic comes to 
a standstill.” 


Special train on landmark viaduct 



Rare sight — the first passenger train in more than 50 years travels on the Stambermill Viaduct in Stourbridge 


RAIL enthusiasts were treated to a 
ride on the first passenger train to 
cross Stambermill Viaduct in Stour¬ 
bridge in more than 50 years. 

Originally built in 1850, the via¬ 
duct carried the new railway between 
Stourbridge and Walsall across the 
River Stour. It still regularly sees 
freight trains cross several times a 
week via the Round Oak Steel Termi¬ 
nal at Brierley Hill. 

But on Saturday, due to popular 
demand, railway tour company Path¬ 
finders put on a one-off 12-hour round 


trip train journey for around 450 pas¬ 
sengers that saw the viaduct serving a 
passenger train. 

The special service started at Bris¬ 
tol Parkway at 7am, heading through 
Cheltenham, Worcester, the Black 
Country, Birmingham New Street, 
Oxford and back to Bristol for 7pm. 

Richard Davies, Pathfinders admin¬ 
istrator, said: “We’ve organised tours 
and trips for over 40 years, but for this 
trip we really wanted to put on a show 
and treat railway enthusiasts who 
were looking forward to going over the 


Stambermill Viaduct. It is not a pas¬ 
senger line as such, even though it is 
still used for freight steel trains. 

“It was quite a day with everyone 
enjoying themselves and something 
not many people can say they’ve done. 
Hopefully in the future it’s something 
we can definitely look to do again.” 

Railway worker and enthusiast An¬ 
drew Cope, aged 60 from Stourbridge, 
watched the train pass over the via¬ 
duct. He said: “It was really great to 
see and something I’d love to become 
more of a regular feature.” 


Secret site 
is part of a 
£l00m deal 

A MYSTERY site in Oldbury is being 
targeted by a pair of major develop¬ 
ment companies in a £100 milli on 
deal. 

It is expected to be the site of an 
industrial or warehouse building but 
the companies say the site’s location 
is ‘confidential’ while planning per¬ 
mission is sought 

It would be part of a joint develop¬ 
ment deal between Stoford Develop¬ 
ments and Liberty Property Trust, 
involving building more than a mil¬ 
lion sq ft of space at sites in Oldbury, 
Manchester, Worcester and Widnes. 

When let out, the developments are 
expected to be worth around £100m. 

The agreement between Stoford 
and Liberty is for eight industrial or 
warehouse buildings, across the four 
sites. The buildings will range in size 
from 40,000 sq ft to 200,000 sq ft. 

Partnership 

Work is scheduled to begin on two 
schemes early this year, at Worcester 
Six and Irlam, Manchester. Schemes 
at Widnes and at the Oldbury site will 
follow upon receipt of planning per¬ 
mission anticipated later in the year. 

Dan Gallagher, joint managing di¬ 
rector of Birmingham-based Stoford, 
said: “This is an extension of our ex¬ 
isting partnership with Liberty, with 
whom we are already working at Lib¬ 
erty Park, Lichfield.” 

Thought that counts 
for Merry Hill shoppers 

NEARLY 15,000 shoppers said they 
would return unwanted Christmas 
gifts to Merry Hill’s shops on the day 
known as Take Back Tuesday. 

December 29 was billed as the day 
that most people in receipt of an un¬ 
wanted Christmas present will return 
them for a refund or exchange. 

The shopping centre ran a poll on 
social media platform Twitter asking 
their followers whether they were re¬ 
turning items to the centre. 


Apply online .. it’* 


fast.. it’s flexible .. it’s secure 


Going to 


school in Sandwell 
in September 2016 


Choosing a Sandwell 
school is a wise move. 

Sandwell has one of the 
highest proportions of 
primary schools rated as 
good or outstanding by 
OfSTED in the 
West Midlands. 

Results in our primary 
schools have improved 
over the last 5 years. 


If you have a child born between 
1 September 2011 and 31 August 2012 they are 
due to start reception class 

If you are a Sandwell resident and have not yet 
applied for a place please visit our website to 
complete and submit your application 

www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 

schooladmissions 

But hurry— the closing date for reception and 
junior applications is 15 January 2016. 


If you require help or 
further information 
please phone the 
Admissions Parent 
Support line on: 
0121-569 6765 


Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council, 
Learning Services, 

School Admissions Service, 

PO Box 16230 
Sandwell Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 9EX 
annual_schooladmissions@sandwell.gov.uk 


BUY DIRECT AT FACTORY PRICES 


AND GET AMAZING SAVINGS!!! 



s|ir' 


Patio/French/Bi-Fold 

Doors 


SSjaTesaEalej^ 


WINTEi 

OFFERS 


3 Windows 

Now £670 

4 Windows 

VTosJU-T&O Now £880 

5 Windows 

Wgs_£13£€> Now £1090 

6 Windows 

WqzSXSS 0 Now £1370 

Maximum Size 4ft x 4ft 
T&Cs apply 


A Rated Frames & Glass I 


Why not replace your 
existing roof witn a 
Supalite Roof System 
lightweight replacement 
tor your conservatory 
root and then you can 
use it all year round. 


ONLY MIDLANDS 
MANUFACTURER 

Jftk 


25 


C€© 2 S S ® 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 


HICHSPEC 

Windows & Conservatories 


FACTORY & SHOWROOM Rood End Rd. Oldbury B68 8SF 

0121 552 9777 


0800 0075 312 


www.highspecinstallations.co.uk 

hispec-sales@outlook.com 



0121 552 0100 
0800 0075 313 

www.supalitemidlands.com 

sales@supalitemidlands.com 


‘Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 































Council branded 'inept' 
over Hippodrome saga 


| EURONBC! 

fcilUONICS^ 


CHAPMANS 

ELECTRICAL 


gAjf- 



•Terms and conditions apply. Offer promoted by Pet 
at Home Vet Group Limited, Epsom Avenue, Stanley 
Green Trading Estate, Handforth, Cheshire, SK9 3RN. 
Valid for cats and dogs only. Appointments must 
be booked in advance. Voucher must be presented 
to receive this offer and can only be used once per 
customer. Cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other offer. One standard booster included for £15. 

If your pet requires a primary vaccination course of 
two injections this will be charged at £30. Excludes 


If any further treatment of consultations are rec 
these will be charged at normal surgery prices, 
ends 29.02.16. No cash alternative. Offer may tx 
withdrawn at any time without notice. Only ave 
atVets4Pets Halesowen and is not tranferrable 
between practices. 


Protect your 


Regular vaccinations 
help protect your pet 
against disease. 




Vaccinations 


Book your appointment now 


-1 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


Dudley Hippodrome, on Castle Hill, was once the town’s premier venue 


DUDLEY Council has been 
branded ‘inept’ after it 
emerged bosses do not know 
how much a plan to demol¬ 
ish Dudley Hippodrome and 
replace it with a landscaped 
public space will cost. 

West Midlands Euro MP and 
Dudley councillor Bill Etheridge 
says he has been informed that 
artist’s impressions were only ‘an 
initial design’ and the scheme had 
not yet been priced. 

The council is keen to remove the 
historic building ‘at the earliest oppor¬ 
tunity’. But a period of consultation 
over the future of the Hippodrome is 
ongoing with the Friends of Dudley 
Hippodrome group still hopeful they 
can save the venue. 

UKIP’s Councillor Etheridge has 
criticised the authority and said tax¬ 
payers in the borough cannot know 
whether they are getting a good deal if 
they don’t know how much it will cost 
to knock down the building. 

Millions 

He also joined critics of plan to cre¬ 
ate an open public space on the site of 
the former theatre, saying it was not 
wanted in the town. 

But council chiefs hit back saying it 
would make ‘absolutely no sense’ to 
spend money when the consultation 
period was still ongoing. 

Councillor Etheridge said: “To 
plough ahead with a decision to demol¬ 
ish the building when proper costings 
have not been done is, quite frankly, 
inept. 

“Repeatedly the taxpayers of Dudley 
have been told there is no money to 
renovate the theatre and bring it back 
into use. Here we are with a scheme, 
that given the cost of the recent up¬ 
grade to Coronation Gardens, could 
cost millions. 


“The demolition costs are huge, now 
we are faced with paying for an open 
space that nobody wants or sees a need 
for.” 

The MEP added: “Dudley ratepay¬ 
ers deserve value for money. They are 
not going to get that when the council 
pursue schemes where money is obvi¬ 
ously no object.” 

Dudley Council’s regeneration boss 
Khurshid Ahmed said: “The images 
that went to cabinet were for illustra¬ 
tive purposes. Given that we have al¬ 
ready made a very clear commitment 


to speaking to local people in a con¬ 
sultation exercise around the future 
of this important area, if we demolish 
this dilapidated building, then it would 
make absolutely no sense to spend 
money and pre-empt the outcome of 
that consultation exercise.” 

Dudley Council has expressed the 
view that groups have had long enough 
to form a rescue package for the Hip¬ 
podrome after a plan involving a en¬ 
tertainment organisation fell through. 

Councillor Ahmed said the council 
cannot afford to maintain the building. 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 

www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


4Pets 

Putting your pet first 


123 Stourbridge Road, 
Halesowen, B63 3UA 


Call: 0121 550 9909 

or visit: www.vets4pets.com/halesowen 
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Halesowen Cl 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


HUGE JANUARY 



— 34% OFFfflEBB 


TEL 0845 6030334 


(local rate) 




www.wombourne-windows.co.uk 

i 




. S^Ulli K1 

storm 


HomePro 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

New Year's Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 
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Royal chat about Dudley 
as councillor gets MBE 



Pride and pageantry — Councillor Mrs Lynn Boleyn and son Ben pose with the Beefeaters at Buckingham Palace 


THE community work of a 
councillor has been recog¬ 
nised at the highest level. 

Lynn Boleyn, councillor for King- 
swinford North and Wall Heath, was 
presented with an MBE by Prince 
Charles to mark her public service. 

Mrs Boleyn, who attended Buck¬ 
ingham Palace with her son Ben and 
partner, Andy Kyriakou, was given her 
medal for services to Wall Heath. 

She said: “I am extremely proud and 
honoured to have been awarded the 
MBE. It was an honour to meet Prince 
Charles. 

“He thanked me for the work I had 


done and asked me what part of the 
West Midlands I was from. I told him I 
lived near to Dudley where Sir Lenny 
Henry was from. He told me he had 
visited Dudley in the past and asked 
me if the market was still there. He 
was pleased to hear it was.” 

Mrs Boleyn spearheaded a campaign 
to keep Maidensbridge Primary School 
open in 2005 and has been a governor 
of the school for 14 years. She helped 
raise £1.2 million for pitches and 
changing rooms as charity trustee of 
Kewford Eagles Football Club. 

She was awarded the Queens Award 
for Voluntary Service in 2012 and was 
nominated for the MBE by her son. 



Prince Charles presents the medal 



PARRYS 

INTERNATIONAL 



• British Holidays 

• European Tours 

• London Theatre 


NEW 2016 BROCHURES NOW AVAILABLE 

Or view online at parrys-international.co.uk 
OR 

VISIT OUR OPEN DAY ON SUNDAY 10 JANUARY 

OPEN FROM 10AM UNTIL 3PM 

Special Offers, Coaches on Display, Hotels and Suppliers, Mini Tours 
and Full Information plus Wolverhampton Speedway 

Landywood Green, Cheslyn Hay WS6 7QX 

CALL ©01922 414576 



Make Your Home a Winter IW*/w 11 r=7#/fc7rr^ with 



6 FLAT WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 

From Only 


INLITEN FRONT 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 

'/PG 


.Including 

fitting! 


INLITEN BACK 
DOOR in WHITE 

From Only 


.Including 

fitting! 


'We will Beat ANY 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd 

QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 

• Your local well established 
business offering top quality 
products and service 

• No payment until completion 

• Call us now for a great deal on 
your new windows and doors 

• Visit our showroom 

• Deal direct with the owner 


Sealed Units 
Replacement available 


It [XK& to be 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 
- QUALITY | VALUE | SERVICE - Telephone: 0121 421 7001 | 0121 421 2104 


TRADE 

ENQUIRES 

WELCOME 


SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm | Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am - 9.00pm 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


Highest Quality Products supplied by 

CAMDEN 


r-ir-s nn nn /~yr~, 

Ky Xy \y >y 
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More than 430 knives seized 
from people searched at courts 


MORE than 430 knives have been confiscated from people 
entering courts in the Black Country and Staffordshire dur¬ 
ing the past two years, new figures reveal. 

The majority of the blades were seized at Wolverhampton magis¬ 
trates’ and crown courts, the HM Courts and Tribunals Service sta¬ 
tistics show 

As well as knives, security staff seized replica firearms, dozens of tools, alcohol 
and bottles of perfume. 

Of the 437 total, security staff in 
Wolverhampton took 328 knives from 
people going through the doors of the 
city’s two courts between November 
2013 and October this year. 

Fifty one were confiscated at Wal¬ 
sall Magistrates’ Court, 28 at Stafford 
Crown Court, 18 at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates’ Court and 12 at Warley Magis¬ 
trates’ Court. 


Council give 
training to 
foster carers 


MORE than 180 foster carers have 
benefited from a scheme giving them 
training on challenging child behav¬ 
iour. 

Dudley Council has offered the 
KEEP training programme for the 
past six years. The positive parenting 
programme is designed to improve 
carers skills and resilience while pro¬ 
moting the healthy development of 
looked-after children. 

Since its introduction, 185 foster 
carers have graduated from one of 
three KEEP programmes based on 
the age of the child and take up to 20 
weeks to complete. 

Children’s services boss Council¬ 
lor Ian Cooper said: “We really value 
our foster carers and see the impor¬ 
tance in giving them all the training 
and support they need to be fantastic 
carers. Different placements offer dif¬ 
ferent challenges. Our aim is to equip 
every carer with the skills they need.” 

Visit www.dudley.gov.uk/fostering 
or call (01384) 815833 for details. 


Destroyed 

The knives can be passed on to po¬ 
lice and destroyed. Some may be re¬ 
turned if owners make a request in 
writing but only after strict checks. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP 
James Morris campaigned for tougher 
sentencing after the death of 16-year- 
old Christina Edkins, who was stabbed 
on a bus in Birmingham while on her 
way to Leasowes High School in Hale¬ 
sowen in 2013. 

The MP welcomed the action to con¬ 
fiscate knives. 

He said: “These figures show that 
a substantial number of knives have 
been taken off our streets through sei¬ 
zures in our local courts. 

“It is important that these weapons 
are seized and destroyed, so that our 
streets are a safer place.” 

A HM Courts & Tribunals Service 
spokesman said it has a robust se¬ 
curity and safety system to protect 
all court users and the judiciary and 
‘these figures show it is working’. 


TV’s Victorian Bakers at museum 



Bake to the future — the Victorian Bakers team have filmed at the Black Country Living Museum in Dudley 


A NEW TV series on the history of 
baking, hosted by Annie Gray and 
Alex Langlands, has been filmed at 
The Black Country Living Museum. 

The three-part series Victorian 
Bakers started earlier this week, with 
the first episode shown on Tuesday 
on BBC2 and repeated this Saturday 
evening. 

The second episode, going out next 
week, was filmed at the museum and 
features the rear of a bakery that once 
stood on Birmingham New Road. 

The series sees four modern bakers 


recreate the life and work of their Vic¬ 
torian predecessors using authentic 
methods and recipes from the 19th 
century. 

Leaving behind modern tools, bak¬ 
ers will experience three different 
worlds of Victorian baking — a rural 
bakery with close ties to agriculture; 
the sweat and toil of an urban bakery; 
and a high-class city confectioner — 
using only tools and ingredients avail¬ 
able at that time. 

Aman Garcha, a press assistant at 
the BBC, said: “The episode at the 


museum tells a crucial story about the 
history of baking. The bakery which 
was used was rescued by the Black 
Country Living Museum from the 
rear of the shop that still stands on the 
New Birmingham Road. 

“The bakery includes two direct 
coal-fired ovens and the trow in which 
the dough would be mixed by hand.” 

Food historian Annie Gray and ar¬ 
chaeologist Alex Langlands, from TV’s 
Victorian Farm and Time Team, will 
join the bakers to tell the story of our 
daily bread. 


English wine 
sales a boost 
at vineyard 

ENGLISH wine is flying off the 
shelves at a vineyard near Stour¬ 
bridge. Ben Godbehere from Halfpen¬ 
ny Green Vineyard, Bobbington, said 
international awards for some its best 
sellers had seen a surge in customers 
clamouring for home grown wine. 

Halfpenny Green has notched a 
number of international awards over 
the last year and bBest-sellers have 
include its dry whites Mercia 2014 
and Tom Hill 2014, with the Long 
Acre 2014 now being stocked by 
Marks & Spencer stores. 

Just 30 per cent of all wines sold 
at the vineyard are reds but Mr God¬ 
behere said their sales has also in¬ 
creased rapidly during the months of 
November and December. 

He added that customers tended to 
opt for red wines during the colder 
months with its Penny Red, selling 
particularly well. 

Mr Godbehere said a recent shop 
expansion had seen its general sales 
increase over the past few months, 
with wine at the forefront although 
food products are also sold. 

Expansion has included an addi¬ 
tional two floors including a wine 
loft where customers can take part 
in tasting sessions. The vineyard also 
has a popular cafe. 

Staff show generosity 
in annual gift appeal 

COUNCIL staff in Dudley helped an 
annual Operation Santa campaign 
to reach a record number of donated 
Christmas gifts. 

Dudley Council for Voluntary Ser¬ 
vice received 13,542 items including 
children’s clothing, school materi¬ 
als, toiletries, crafts, books, toys and 
games. 

It organises and distributes the 
gifts to families who are struggling 
below the poverty line. Dudley Coun¬ 
cil staff collected items for the appeal 
at various offices across the borough. 



Call our recruitment team on 01902 319645 


FAST AND EFFECTIVE 
ADVERTISING RELIEF FOR YOUR 
RECRUITMENT HEADACHE 

What we can offer: 

Temporary and permanent positions 
In-paper and online advertising 
Free artwork and media planning 
Personal account manager 
CV library 

Strategic press releases 
Company profiles 
Fully tailored recruitment packages 
CV matching and sifting 
Weekly and monthly reviews 
Marketing and promotion 
Support press articles 
Banners and MPUs 
Twitter feeds 
Flead hunting 
Links to external job sites 


Eli 


: 
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FILL YOUR NEXT JOB 
VACANCY FOR ONLY 

£399+VAT 

GUARANTEED! 


This unbeatable package includes: 

• A 5x2 full colour advertisement in the Express & Star 

• A free repeat advert in your local Chronicle 

• Your job vacancy listed on jobs.expressandstar.com 
for two weeks 

• Free advert design 

• Free expert recruitment advice 

We guarantee to run your adverts until you successfully recruit 



FREE DELIVERY 

on purchases over £150 with this advert 1 
Expires Sunday 17th January 2016 
Minimum of 12 months guarantee on all appliances 1 
Extended guarantee also available 
_ Local delivery and services available _1 

Winner of the British Electrical Manufacturing and Retailing Award for best Multi Channel Retailer 21)14 

Fully integrated Range Cookers 

washing machines 

HobS Freezers 
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Under Counter 
Fridges & Freezers 
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£429 " £ 169 £249 99 


FROM 

£89" 


CM B 


fr CD P*“ 













































discount price 


£449 



£289 


SAVE 

£310 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 


Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11 -5pm 

Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 


mm 




Alstons Baker ebardi MMW ^Tmtl ^ MytRS rauch KS&HS 9) j(££ 

0% APR Representative *Deferred interest free credit offer available on orders over £399. Representative Example: Cash Price £399. Deposit £0. Total Amount of Credit £399. Duration of the Agreement 18 months. 12 x Monthly Repayments of £33.25 starting 6 months after delivery or collection. Annual 
Rate of Interest 0%. Representative APR 0%. Total Amount Payable £399. Written details available on request. Credit is subject to status. Terms & Conditions apply. Price Match Promise Terms & Conditions apply. Ask in store or see our website for further details. All offers subject to availability E&OE. 
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Raw garage rock 
is in Hinds sight 



Hinds — lo-fi chant-along rock ‘n’ roll with a vintage surf guitar sound 



The Aladdin cast featuring Lee Mead, Julian Clary and Matt Slack 

Star Matt doesn't slack 
to dish up comedy fare 


ALBUMS 


by Leon Burakowski 


THE girly garage rock sound 
of young Spanish band Hinds 
has a ramshackle charm on 
their debut album Leave Me 
Alone. 

They put a female slant on the sort 
of chaotic rock that’s familiar from The 
Libertines and Palma Violets on San 
Diego and there is something oddly 
touching about I’ll Be Your Man. 

No one who has ever embraced the 
punk ethic can’t help but enjoy their lo- 
fi chant-along rock ‘n’ roll with its vin¬ 
tage surf guitar sound. 

Hinds will be in concert at Birming¬ 
ham venue The Hare & Hounds, in 
Kings Heath, on February 23. 

Handsworth singer Ruby Turner 
gets the showcase she deserves with 
the album Jools & Ruby, in which the 
vocal mainstay of Jools Holland’s 
Rhythm and Blues Orchestra takes 
centre stage for a soul-stirring and 
foot-tapping selection of new and vin¬ 
tage songs. 

Ruby has a voice as big and rich as 
her cheery personality and is second 
to none in the UK when it comes to 
singing soul, gospel, jazz, blues and 
reggae. All those genres and more are 
covered on this 22 track selection with 
top-notch tinkling of the ivories from 
her old pal Jools, the boogie woogie 
specialist, and classy rhythm and brass 
from the orchestra. 

Highlights include her versions of 
Peace In The Valley, This Train, Honey 
Hush, the saucy My Country Man and 
new Ruby-Jools co-written song Pray 
Have Mercy. 

Cage The Elephant come from 
Kentucky but sound more like they hail 
from the UK with a sound influenced 
by Britpop, mod and glam rock. Hints 


of The Kinks and Supergrass can be 
heard on their fourth album Tell Me 
I’m Pretty, produced by Dan Auerbach 
of The Black Keys. They are also con¬ 
temporary enough to appeal to fans of 
Peace and The Temples. 

Highlights include recent single Trou¬ 
ble, the Animals-like Cold Cold Cold 
and Marc Bolan meets The Monkees 
stomper That’s Right. 

Sometimes artists from the avant 
garde can make the finest, most so¬ 
phisticated popular music, and people 
such as David Bowie, Brian Eno and 
Green Gartside spring to mind. Maybe 
it’s something to do with de-construct¬ 
ing music to find out what makes it 
work. 

Add the name of Julia Holter, a 


31-year-old Californian who has pur¬ 
sued her own path over three experi¬ 
mental albums leading to her latest, 
Have You In My Wilderness. It is be¬ 
ing described as a classic by some. 

I missed it when originally released 
in the autumn and am grateful to have 
belatedly caught up. With her uncon¬ 
ventional but appealing phrasing, she 
performs quirky pop songs and moody 
ballads in which, Bowie-like, she tends 
to play characters. 

She is a fresh talent who could ap¬ 
peal to admirers of Kate Bush, Tori 
Amos and Alison Goldfrapp, even fans 
of more mainstream pop stars, such as 
Ellie Goulding and Lana Del Ray, could 
be drawn in by this intriguing, captivat¬ 
ing album. 


Aladdin, Birmingham Hippodrome 
THE Hippodrome panto gets 
brighter, sparklier, cheesier 
and more slick with every 
passing year. 

This is a big-name production with 
Julian Clary as the Slave of the Ring, 
Marti Pellow as Abanazar and Lee 
Mead as Aladdin but the show’s un¬ 
doubted star is Matt Slack, a come¬ 
dian to his bones, who returns to the 
venue for his third year running as the 
star comic turn. 

For this show he heroically per¬ 
formed with a bad throat infection, 
against the advice of doctors, as the 
increasingly croaky Wishee Washee 
but still served up the best laughs. 

The show delivers bursts of fire, a 
3-D sequence, and all of the hi-tech 
effects we have come to expect from 


REVIEW 



21st century theatre shows but happily 
there is still room for traditional panto 
fare, with a splendid comedy-acrobat¬ 
ic display from the Acromaniacs and a 
very funny song sequence performed 
by unwitting children plucked from the 
audience. 

The obligatory local references 
are crammed in, with plenty of Black 
Country-ese. Hearing Julian Clary utter 
the phrase ‘bostin’ wench’ is almost 
worth the ticket money alone. His many 
and outrageous costumes - including 
a pair of hooped earrings so big they 
nestled under his armpits - must have 
swallowed up the major chunk of the 
wardrobe budget. 


Former Wet Wet Wet singer Pellow 
is a suitably evil Abanazar although his 
Scottish accent somehow softens the 
baddie impact. 

The magic carpet ride provides the 
big ‘How do they do that?’ moment 
as the rug, with Wishee and The Ring 
Slave aboard, hovers above the audi¬ 
ence and flips over 360 degrees be¬ 
fore righting itself, with its occupants, 
amazingly, still intact. 

The jokes are really for adults - rub¬ 
bing the lamp and references to the 
ring are all milked for their innuendos 
- but the humour is for everyone. For 
all its impressive hi-tech trickery, this 
panto would be missing something 
special without Matt Slack. The great 
news is he is returning next year to play 
the lead in Dick Whittington. Runs until 
January 31. 

by Marion Brennan 


Get the full news 
experience with 

Express & Star plus+ 


The benefits of joining Express & Star PLUS+ 


Express & Star delivered, six nights a week 
Digital editon of the Express & Star 
Mobile apps for iPhone and Android 
Tablet apps for iPad, Android & Kindle Fire 
7 day searchable archive 
Holiday stop/start 
Interactive features 
Online subscription manager 
Accessible worldwide 





r °rth _ 




Express & Star 


| N01 FOR NEWS, SPORT ft FEATURES flBfl 

InniumiiiiirHUMiiwwuvwssainrMxni I 


BRITAIN'S 
NUMBER 1 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

Call freephone 0800146 540 or E-mail: starservice@expressandstar.co.uk 


Express & Star 



PLUS+ 


PRINT | MOBILE | TABLET | ONLINE 
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WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


ENDS THIS SUNDAY 5pm 


Until 5pm this Sunday you can take advantage 
of extra discounts off all sale prices throughout 
all departments, at the Midlands 7 largest and 
most inspirational furniture stores. 

There's never been a better time to save on fur¬ 
niture, carpets, beds, homewares and much 
more, including all the famous brand names. 

BUY NOWAND PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER 
NOT EVEN A DEPOSIT - INTEREST FREE. 

Hurry extra discounts ends this Sunday 5pm! 


ALBERTA LEATHER 3 SEATER SOFA 
Normal £+449 Sale £899 


£ii99 

EXTRA V 


ercol 

ENGLAND SINCE 1920 


CASERTA EXTENDING DINING TABLE & 4 CHAIRS 
Normal £1879 | Sale £1379 


A KrndMn 

▼ r — ■ 


Parker Knoll 


[WAWfill 


CES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


PRICE 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


• Free parking 

• Instore restaurant 

• Large stocks 

• Immediate delivery 


30 



0% APR REPRESENTATIVE Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2016 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items, online offers, web specials and 
in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 10th January 2016 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 
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* What's New * * 
Jan - March 16 


Learning (J' Life 




★ The Wordsley School ^ 

Brierley Hill Road, Wordsley Stourbridge, West Midlands. DY8 5SP 


FREE TASTERS 


BEGINNERS GUITAR 

Thurs. 14th Jan. 19.00-20.30 FREE 

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNERS 

Fri. 15th Jan. 10.00-11.30 FREE 

HEALTHY BALANCE 

Tues. 12th Jan. 17.30-19.00 FREE 


LANGUAGES 


NEW: ITALIAN FOR BEGINNERS 

Mon. 11th Jan. 09.30-11.30 5 wks. £35.00# 

Mon. 22nd Feb. 09.30-11.30 5 wks. £35.00# 

NEW: SPANISH FOR BEGINNERS 

Wed. 13th Jan. 14.00-15.30 5 wks. £26.25# 

Wed. 24th Feb. 14.00-15.30 5 wks. £26.25# 


NEW: PORTUGUESE FOR BEGINNERS 


Tues. 12th Jan. 12.00-14.00 5 wks. 

Tues. 23rd Feb. 12.00-14.00 5 wks. 

ITALIAN IMPROVERS 

Mon. 11th Jan. 12.00-14.00 10 wks. 
SPANISH IMPROVERS 
Thurs. 14th Jan. 13.30-15.30 5 wks. 

Thurs. 25th Feb. 13.30-15.30 5 wks. 

FRENCH 

Beg. Tues. 12th Jan. 18.00-19.00 10 wks. 
Imp. Tues. 12th Jan. 19.00-21.00 10 wks. 
Int. Mon. 11th Jan. 19.00-21.00 10 wks. 
Adv. Thurs. 14th Jan. 19.00-21.00 10 wks. 


CREATIVE ARTS 


£35.00# 

£35.00# 

£65.00# 

£35.00# 

£35.00# 

£35.00# 

£65.00# 

£65.00# 

£65.00# 


PAINTING AND DRAWING suitable for all levels 


Tues. 12th Jan. 
Wed. 13th Jan. 
Thurs. 14th Jan. 
Thurs. 14th Jan. 


19.00-21.00 10 wks. 
09.30-11.30 10 wks. 
10.00-12.00 10 wks. 
13.30- 15.30 10 wks. 


£65.00# 

£65.00# 

£65.00# 

£65.00# 

£27.00# 

£27.00# 


£35.00# 

£35.00# 


£27.00# 

£27.00# 


DRAWING FOR BEGINNERS 

Mon. 7th Mar. 14.30-16.30 3 wks. 

JEWELLERY MAKING 

Mon. 7th Mar. 19.00-21.00 3 wks. 

CREATIVE WRITING 

Mon. 11th Jan. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. 

Mon. 22nd Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. 

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNERS 

Fri. 22nd Jan. 10.00-12.00 3wks. 

Fri. 26th Feb. 10.00-12.00 3wks. 


HANDICRAFTS 


BEGINNERS DRESSMAKING 

Tues. 12th Jan. 09.30-11.30 10 wks. £68.00# 
UPHOLSTERY suitable for all levels 

Tues. 12th Jan. 12.00-14.00 10 wks. £68.00# 

Thurs. 14th Jan. 19.30-21.00 lOwks. £52.50# 

UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHINGS 

Wed. 13th Jan. 12.00-14.00 10 wks. £68.00# 

PATCHWORK 

Wed. 13th Jan. 14.30-16.30 10 wks. £68.00# 

EMBROIDERY 

Thurs. 14th Jan. 18.00-19.30 10 wks. £52.50# 

SEWING MADE SIMPLE 

Thurs. 14th Jan. 18.00-20.00 10 wks. £65.00# 

HOW TO USE A SEWING MACHINE 

Fri. 26th Feb. 12.30-15.30 2 wks. £40.00# 

HOW TO USE AN OVERLOCKER 

Fri. 11th Mar. 12.30-15.30 2 wks. £40.00# 


RAG RUG MAKING 

Tues. 22nd Mar. 14.30-17.30 1 wk. 


£20.00 



★ + 

★ ★ 


HEALTH AND FITNESS 


INTRODUCTION TO PILATES 


Skills 

Furvding 

Agency 


Thurs. 14th Jan. 
Thurs. 25th Feb. 
PILATES 
Beg. Fri. 8th Jan. 
Imp. Tues.12th Jan. 
Imp. Wed. 13th Jan 


17.45- 19.00 5 wks. 

17.45- 19.00 4 wks. 


10.00 - 11.00 10 wks. 
19.00 -20.00 10 wks. 
18.30 - 19.30 10 wks. 
Imp. Thurs.14th Jan. 19.05 - 20.05 9 wks. 
Imp. Thurs.14th Jan. 20.10 - 21.10 9 wks. 
FITNESS YOGA 

Beg. Tues. 12th Jan. 20.05 -21.05 10 wks. 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS: 

Beg. Mon. 4th Jan. 19.00-19.45 11 wks. 
Beg. Tues.12th Jan. 19.00-19.45 10 wks. 
Imp. Mon. 4th Jan. 19.45-20.30 11 wks. 
Int. Mon. 4th Jan. 20.30-21.15 11 wks. 
HEALTHY BALANCE 
Tues. 19th Jan. 18.00- 19.00 9 wks. 


DANCE FIT 

Beg. Tues. 12th Jan. 19.00-20.00 10 wks. 
BALLROOM DANCING 
Beg. Mon.11th Jan. 18.45- 19.45 10 wks. 
Int. Mon.11th Jan. 19.45 - 21.00 lOwks. 


GUITAR (ADULTS) 


Beg. Thurs.21st Jan. 19.00-20.30 4 wks. 

Beg. Thurs.25th Feb. 19.00-20.30 5 wks. 

Imp. Tue.12th Jan. 19.00-21.00 lOwks. 
Int. Mon.11th Jan. 19.00-21.00 lOwks. 


CHILDRENS GUITAR 


PLAY THE GUITAR FOR CHILDREN (8YRS+) 


£17.50# 

£14.00# 

£40.00# 

£35.00 

£35.00 

£31.50 

£31.50 

£35.00 

£31.50# 

£31.50# 

£31.50# 

£31.50# 

£31.50# 


£35.00 


£36.60 

£45.75 


£21.00# 

£26.25# 

£65.00# 

£65.00# 


Reduced Fees: Where you see this # sign the course is 
supported by The Skills Funding Agency. If you are in receipt of 

certain benefits fees are reduced to 25%. Price in brackets 

() includes additional costs. 

Course Dates: Courses are suspended during 15th Feb. to 
21st Feb. unless stated otherwise 

This programme is subject to change: 

particularly if we are unable to recruit minimum class numbers. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure that this programme and the pricing is 
accurate at the time of publication, changes and errors may occur. We 
reserve the right to amend details as required. 

With effect from September 2015, due to a card processing 
change through Dudley MBC, a 1.2% charge will be added to 
all credit card payments. Debit card payments remain 
unchanged. _ 



SWIM SCHOOL 


With over 20 years experience of teaching local children, 
Learning4Life Swim School is the perfect venue for your 
child to learn to swim. We offer the following:- 

• High levels of parent satisfaction - 94% rated our 
swimming tuition as Very Good or Excellent. 

• Open 7 days a week 

• A wide choice of convenient class times 

• Friendly experienced teachers 

• Class levels for Non-Swimmers to Advanced 

• Free parking on site 

• Individual Swimming lessons 

For more information on availability & prices, 
please call 01384 816043 


FAMILY LEARNING 

The price includes a place for one adult (aged over 19) and a child. 


TEACH YOUR CHILD TO SWIM Children 18 mths-4yrs 

Fri. 15th Jan. 10.15-11.00 9 wks. £30.00# 


Level iMon. 
Level 2Mon. 
Level iMon. 
Level 2Mon. 
Level 3Thur. 


11th Jan. 16.45-17.45 5 wks. 
11th Jan. 17.45-18.45 5 wks. 
22nd Feb.16.45-17.45 5 wks. 
22nd Feb. 17.45-18.45 5 wks. 
13th Jan. 17.45-18.45 10 wks. 


BASIC COMPUTER COURSES 


£45.75 

£45.75 

£45.75 

£45.75 

£50.00 


COMPUTING SKILLS: THE BASICS 

Tues. 26th Jan. 14.30-16.30 3 wks. £27.00# 

COMPUTING SKILLS: INTERNET + EMAIL 

Tues. 23rd Feb. 14.30-16.30 3 wks. £27.00# 


QUALIFICATIONS 


RLSS NATIONAL POOL LIFEGUARD 

15th Feb. - 20th Feb. 2016 £TBA 

4th April -9th April 2016 £TBA 

25th July - 30th July 2016 £TBA 

1st Aug. - 6th Aug. 2016 £TBA 

DUDLEY INDUCTION TRAINING FOR 
POOLSIDE ASSISTANT 

Thurs. 24th Mar. 09.00-12.00 1 wk. 

Fri. 17th June 09.00-12.00 1 wk. 

LEVEL 2 AWARD FOOD SAFETY 
IN CATERING 

Thurs. 25th Feb. 17.30-21.00 2 wks. 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING AWARD 

Thurs 10th Mar. 18.00-21.00 15 wks. 


£19.20 

£19.20 


£48.00 


£350.00 


COMPUTER COURSES 

(Basic computer and internet skills are required) 


FIRST AID 


EMERGENCY FIRST AID 


1 PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 


MINDFULNESS 

Mon. 18th Jan. 

19.30-21.00 4 wks. 

£27.00# 

MEDITATION FOR WELLBEING 

Thurs. 3rd Mar. 19.30-21.00 4 wks. 

£27.00# 

_ 

WORKSHOPS 

_ 


PHOTOSHOP - AN INTRODUCTION (1) 

Mon. 11th Jan. 09.30-11.30 5 wks. £45.00# 

PHOTOSHOP - (2) 

Mon. 22nd Feb. 09.30-11.30 5 wks. £45.00# 

MASTERING YOUR ANDROID TABLET 

Mon. 11th Jan. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

BUYING AND SELLING ON E-BAY 

Mon. 11th Jan. 19.00-21.00 4 wks. £36.00# 

Wed. 20th Jan. 09.30-11.30 4 wks. £36.00# 

Wed. 24th Feb. 09.30-11.30 4 wks. £36.00# 

CREATE YOUR OWN WEBSITE 

Mon. 22nd Feb. 19.00-21.00 5 wks. £45.00# 

AN APPLE A DAY KEEPS THE FEARS AWAY 

Tues. 26th Jan. 09.30-11.30 6 wks. £54.00# 


Fri. 22nd Jan. 13.00-16.00 2 wks. £38.40 

PAEDIATRIC FIRST AID 

Fri. 12th Feb. 13.00-17.00 1 wk. £25.60 


BESPOKE COURSES 


DO YOU HAVE A GROUP 
OF STAFF WHO REQUIRE: 
EMERGENCY FIRST AID, 
NATIONAL RESCUE TEST 
FOR SWIMMING TEACHERS 
AND COACHES, 

POOL LIFEGUARD TRAINING 
CALL 01384 816043 FOR A QUOTE 


☆ 


Learning4Life have a range of facilities 

available for hire a. 

★ Gym, Swimming Pool & Football Pitches ^ 

★ Hall, Meeting Rooms and Classrooms 
For more information and competitive prices 

x please call us on the number below 

☆ ☆ 


COMMUNITY SESSIONS 


Weekly pay as you go 
sessions 


ADULT SWIMMING: Mon. 12.30-13.15, Thurs. 19.00-20.00 £3.00 


AQUAFIT: 
FITNESS SWIM 

for 10-19 yrs olds 

INFORMATION? 


Wed. 12.30-13.15, Fri.12.30-13.15. £3.00 

Wed.19.00-20.00, Sun. 9.00-10.00. £4.00 

Mon. 18.00-18.45. £3.00 

E mail: l4lcommunitygroup@hotmail.co.uk 


All places must be booked in advance 


Tel-01384 816043- Mon.to fn. 9.00-13.00 ^ 

studentservices@learning life.co.uk ^ www.learninglife.co.uk 


★ * ★ 


Dudley 












































Awards at the 
double for Kay 

A BUSINESSWOMAN from Sedgley has 
won two awards for her weight loss busi¬ 
ness and praise from her local MR 

Kay Bowen received the ‘above and be¬ 
yond’ award and was named the highest 
achiever in the West Midlands by Cam¬ 
bridge Diet Weight Plan. 

Ms Bowen has opened a new centre in the 
heart of Sedgley. She has also worked with 
restaurants to create healthy menus for 
people who want to lose weight. 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin, who nom¬ 
inated Ms Bowen for an award, said: “I’m 
delighted to see Kay’s success being recog¬ 
nised with these awards. I know how hard 
she has worked to come up with new ideas, 
support local charities and keep her busi¬ 
ness growing. I think she has done an abso¬ 
lutely brilliant job.” 


Residents hit the streets to 


protest at speeding 


A CAMPAIGN to stop motorists 
speeding through a village near 
Stourbridge took to the streets. 

Councillors and residents in Hagley were 
united in a protest call for action to slow motor¬ 
ists, which saw them patrol the village in high- 
vis clothing while holding placards to remind 
drivers to watch their speed. 

Traffic problems and near crashes persuaded 
villagers to come out of their homes during the 
run-up to Christmas and produce posters and 
banners on the side of the busy road to protest 
for an hour. 


Problems in Hagley have been further exacer¬ 
bated by work to the Kidderminster Road island 
off the A456 and A491, with the development of 
around 400 homes being approved by members 
of Bromsgrove District Council in January 2013. 

Careless 

Hagley Parish Council chairman Council¬ 
lor Steve Collella led the campaign, which saw 
around 50 people protest on a Saturday morn¬ 
ing, calling for motorists to slow down and for 
30mph speed controls to be implemented. 

Councillor Collela said: “We’ve had a lot of 
support with this campaign and I was pleased to 


in village 

see such a good turn out for the protest, consid¬ 
ering how bad the weather was.” 

He added: “We have handed out over 1,000 
leaflets to residents, which shows how serious 
we are with changing the state of these roads. 

“Only a few weeks a young girl was nearly 
knocked down and there has been numerous 
cases of accidents waiting to happen, not to 
mention the number of near misses.” 

Councillor Collela said the matter could not 
be resolved by the parish council but they aimed 
to keep pressure on for the county council to 
take action over the issue. 


Mortgage age 
limit scrapped 

DUDLEY Building Society has scrapped 
its age limits on mortgages in a move that 
it says is in line with the needs of an age¬ 
ing population. 

The society, which has its head office at 
The Waterfront, Brierley Hill, and is led 
by chief executive Jeremy Wood, had pre¬ 
viously had an aged limit of 75 by which 
time people had to repay the loan. 

It will now consider applicants on the 
basis of affordability alone, not age, across 
its range of mortgages and it will apply to 
people wanting to re-mortgage and those 
seeking new mortgages. 

The move has been sparked by an in¬ 
creasingly elderly population, the number 
of centenarians living in Britain has risen 
by 72 per cent over the past decade alone. 


Billy strums up charity support 



Brian Dakin, AKA Billy Spakemon, is showcasing local talent in aid of a cancer charity 


A POET, author and broadcaster from Dud¬ 
ley has brought together a host of Black 
Country musicians to perform on a fund¬ 
raising album and take part in a charity 
concert. 

Billy Spake Mon, real name Brian Dakin, 
has released the 12 song album ‘Christmas 
Dreams’, which will see all proceeds go to 
Dudley’s White House Cancer Support 
charity on Ednam Road. It provides help, 
support and information to people with 
cancer, their families, friends and carers in 
Dudley and surrounding areas. 

Through his Omma n Chain Show on 
Black Country Community Radio with 
friends and collaborators John Langford 
and Peter Kelly, around 250 CDs have been 
made. The CD is available at the new Black 
Country T-shirts shop in Castle Street, 
Dudley. 


His previous album Billy’s Bostas raised 
money for Langley Memorial Fund to relo¬ 
cate stained glass war memorial windows. 

Billy, 63, said: “It is so important to sup¬ 
port local charities and especially one that 
is so close to my heart, I sadly lost my wife 
to cancer. 

“The album is a collection of songs from 
performers all over the Black Country. 
There is a wealth of talent in this area, we 
just need the platform to showcase it. 

“Not only will we be performing and put¬ 
ting on a right show, but we’ll be looking to 
raise as much money as possible.” 

The shows in January will be on January 
19 at Baggeridge Tea Rooms and January 
23 at Oldbury Rep on Spring Walk, with the 
Pete Boddis Band headlining. Both start at 
7.30pm and tickets are priced £5. 


Air Space bounces 
into Black Country 

A TRAMPOLINE park has opened in Wolverhampton. 

Air Space Wolverhampton is located at Bentley Bridge 
Retail Park and is set out over two floors. It consists of 
over 100 interconnected trampolines, freestyling areas and 
activities. 

The new attraction also contains Wolverhampton’s first 
parkour and ninja run courses, which blend elements of 
freestyle running and military obstacle courses. 

The £1.5 million park in Wednesfield has created 90 new 
jobs for the city and could compete in the Black Country 
with Jump Nation, who have stated their intentions to 
open a trampoline park on Bentley Mill Way in Walsall. 

Air Space is looking to replicate its success from Scot¬ 
land where its site in East Kilbride was used by more than 
200,000 people in its first 12 months. It has further sites in 
Manchester and Stevenage. 

More information is at www.air-space.co.uk website. 


Fundraising 
at mosque 

A MOSQUE in Halesowen 
raised more than £1,000 for 
charity following a Macmil¬ 
lan Coffee Morning. 

More than 140 people at¬ 
tended the event held at the 
Baitul-Gafoor Mosque, with 
members baking and selling 
cakes and savouries in aid of 
the cancer charity. A bric-a- 
brac sale and henna art ses¬ 
sion also took place. 

Saima Irfan, President 
of Ahmadiyya Women’s 
Group Birmingham West, 
said: “This is our second 
fundraising event for Mac¬ 
millan.” 


s £ lE summerhill Bathrooms 

NOW Genuine Price Reductions 


0 


NEW RANGE 
NOW AVAILABLE 

RESORT 

Furniture Combinations 



DESIGNER SUITE 

I Basin, 
pedestal, 




r 


cistern 
with soft 


£169 


CHOICE OF 
QUALITY 
MODERN 
SUITES 

Pan, cistern, pedestal, -- 
500 basin & soft close 
seat. 


nml£139 


DESIGNER 

600 

VANITY 

UNIT 

SALE 

PRICE 

£159 


1050 COMBI UNIT 


* 


was £399" 

price £249 

INCLUDES: Furniture, semi 
recess basin, concealed 
cistern, back to wall pan & 
deluxe soft close seat. 


DESIGNER 

400 

CLOAK 
ROOM 
I VANITY 
UNIT 

£99 


P and L SHAPED BATHS 


INCLUDES 
P or L shaped 
bath, front 
panel, bath 
screen with 
safety glass 
and towel rail. 


w 


SALE 

PRICE 


£329 


SALE CQftO 

price £ODS9 


mim , 

MIRA 

THERMOSTATIC VALVE 
Rail, hose and head 

p s r a ice£149 

TRITON T80Z 


7151 

J 


!5kw, 8.5w 
5kw and 
10.5kw 

PRICE £139 

fsmsm 


QUADRANT 

ENCLOSURES 

SILVER STERLING 



800/900 

or 1000mm 

includes base & waste 


TUBULAR 

RADIATORS 


m i 


Straight Chrome 
600 x 800 £69 
600x1100 £79 
Curved Chrome 
600 x 800 £79 
600x1100 £89 

tBUHHLIU 


TOP QUALITY’ 

CHROME 
TAP SET 




FROM 


£79 


Chrome on solid brass 
with ceramic disc 
technology 

while stocks last 


1 


VAN ITY 
UNITS 
AT SALE 
PRICES 

Soft close doors 
complete with 
vitreous basin. 

400 £ 79 
450 E 89 
550 £ 1 09 
650 E “l “I 9 
750 E 1 69 
850 E 1 99 

umssmum 


BRADLEY STREET PENSNETT DY5 4RJ Tel: 01 384 263626 
OPEN 7 DAYS 9AM-6PM MONDAY TO SATURDAY 
LATE 'TIL 8' FRIDAY 11AM - 4PM SUNDAY AMPLE FREE PARKING 
'PRICE PROMISE!' WE PROMISE TO BEAT ANY QUOTE INCLUDING ONLINE 
Trust the experts.... Trade Enquiries Welcome 
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GPS 

CONSTRUCTIONS 
LTD 

01215882740 
07956888611 
I www.gpsconstructions.com I 


A.J. 
ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS 

07771 666690 


WEST TIMBER 
& STEEL LTD 

Rear 64 High Street, 
West Bromwich 
B70 6JT 

0121 553 0666 


T&D FENCING 

Unit 405, 
Smethwick 
Enterprise Centre, 
Rolfe Street 


0121 565 4533 


f #1 


CALTOURS OF 
BIRMINGHAM 
LTD 

0121 459 7524 
I www.caltours-coach.co.uk 


SANDWELL 

DIESEL 

Potters Lane 
Wednesbury 

0121 5561122 


ECO PIPE 

0800 233 5688 
I www.ecopipeheating.com I 


SAMSON 
& LION 

01384 76062 
I www.samsonandlion.co.uk 



IDEAL 
HOMECARE 

5 Hall Green Road, 
West Bromwich 
B71 3JS 

0121 588 5737 
www.idealhomecare.co.uk I 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 


07860 206713/ 
0121 602 0966 


THE GAP 


TATTOO BY 

CENTRE 


TOMO 

Hargate Lane, 

West Bromwich 

B71 1PH 

0121 525 4442 


107 Three Shires 

Oak Road, 
Bearwood B67 5BT 

www.thegaponline.org 


0121 429 1566 

1 




COMPLETE KIDZ 
& TOTZ ZONE 

Unit 2 & 3 Elm Court, 
Crystal Drive, 
Smethwick B66 1RB 

0121 552 2006 
www.completekidz.co.uk 


CROSSWAYS 
| MOTOR BODIES 

Station Road, 
Cradley Heath 
B64 6PL 

0121 559 4040 


D.B. PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

0121 647 3585 
www.db-maintenance.co.uk 




RUSSELL’S 

SKIPS 

0121 520 3388 
07721 387990 




CROSSWELLS 


BRUNSWICK 

INN 


FISH BAR 

0121 532 0050 


Crankhall Lane, 
Wednesbury 

www.crosswells.co.uk 


0121 502 3140 


LONDIS 

SUPERMARKET 

Langley High Street 
Oldbury 

0121 552 2613 


SMB 

AUTOCENTRE 

4A Chester Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 380 982 


APEX 

WINES 

87 Gorsty Hill Road 
Rowley Regis 


BATES 
TOOL HIRE 

Unit 59 

Percy Business Park 
Rounds Green Road, 
Oldbury 

0121 552 4969 


THE HERBAL 
CENTRE 

10B Peckingham 
Street 
Halesowen 

0121 585 9393 



THE BIG PET 
STORE 

Dudley Road 
Halesowen 

0121 550 9095 


CHAPMANS 

ELECTRICAL 

Reddal Hill Road 
Cradley Heath 

01384 566497 


CHAPMANS 

CHIPPY 

Home of the Famous 
‘Crispy Horny Basket’ \ 
32 Whitehall Road 
West Bromwich 


HILL TOP FISH 
BAR 

‘Fresh Cod Delivered Daily’ 

Hill Top, 

West Bromwich 

0121 556 2521 


HOME 

SELECTIONS 

Britannia Street 
Oldbury 

0121 557 7222 
www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 


THE ANGLE 
RING COMPANY 

Bllomfield Road, 
Tipton DY4 9EH 

0121 552 4969 


HANNINGTONS 

TOYS& 

LEISUREWEAR 

Unit 7 Unity Walk 
Owen Street, Tipton 

0121 5571920 


DANCERS LTD 
'SALE NOW ON’ 

Peckingham Street, 
Halesowen 

0121 5501237 

KENT ROAD 
FISH BAR 

103 Kent Road 
Halesowen 

0121 422 2162 


mUFtbej advertisersLom tmsi 




PLUMBMASTER 

6 Genners Lane, 
Bartley Green, 
Birmingham 
B32 3JL 

0121 4751112 


COLLEY LANE 


NAJRAN 

FISH BAR 


SHEDS & 

89 Colley Lane 


FENCING 



Spring Hill, 

Halesowen 


Birmingham 

07833 693423 


0121 456 3555 





BLACK 
COUNTRY 
GLAZING 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

GRANITELAND 

54-56 Lyde Green 
Halesowen 

01384 639000 


GASTEK 
SOLUTIONS 

Service Plans from 
£14.99 

01384 560856 
www.gasteksolutions.co.uk| 

BREW AND 
VIEW 

‘Beer & Wine 
Making Kits’ 
Blackheath Market 

0121 5321850 
www.brewandview.co.uk 































































































Council’s allotments 
can’t keep up with 
demand for plots 

BUDDING vegetable grow- Road, in Oldbury, and Perry 


ers in parts of Sandwell 
could face a wait of up to 
four years to get an allot¬ 
ment. 

The grow-your-own plots 
around the borough have 
waiting lists with people 
eager to grow their own. 

Spaces at Britannia Park, 
Kenrick Park and Cherry 
Orchard, in West Brom¬ 
wich, Rowley Regis and 
Cradley Heath, are the most 
sought-after areas out of the 
22 council-run sites. 

Anyone wanting to rent 
an allotment on any of those 
three sites could be waiting 
for up to four years. 

Council officials say they 
are a range of factors why 
waiting lists are longer for 
certain allotment sites. 
These include the size of the 
site and the number of plots 
available. 

They also say growers 
often have plots for up to 
25 years at a time - limiting 
availability of new pitches. 

Allotments in Brunswick 
Park, Wednesbury, Hall 
Road, in Warley, Pound 


Park, in Rowley Regis, have 
the next longest lists - with 
people waiting three years 
for plots. 

Thirty-one people have 
applied for patches at 
Cherry Orchard, making it 
the most popular plot, while 
both Britannia and Kenrick 
currently have 21 people on 
their waiting lists. 

Figures, released through 
a Freedom of Information 
request, show two-year 
waits apply in Oldbury at 
Cemetery Road, Meadow 
Road and Newbury Lane. 

The council said 84 new 
plots had been let out over 
the last two years. 

Officials have been work¬ 
ing with gardeners to set 
up a plan to help distribute 
excess produce to help needy 
families in the borough. 

A pilot scheme is under 
way at the Brandhall Road 
allotments and has echoes 
of the ‘dig for victory’ cam¬ 
paign in the Second World 
War in which gardeners 
were encouraged to grow 
food to tackle shortages. 



Top of the plots — Kenrick Park allotments, off Constance Avenue, West Bromwich, are one of the most sought 
after sites for the growing number of prospective gardeners aiming to grow their own food in the Black Country 


Director has been 
disqualified after 
misleading clients 

A BLACK Country director who offered debt manage¬ 
ment help to people struggling with their money has 
been disqualified for misleading customers. 

Andrew Alan Dunn, who was a director of failed debt 
management company Marketing And Lead Generation 
Limited - MLG - which traded as One Debt Solution, 
has been disqualified for misleading customers and for 
declaring a £330,000 dividend to shareholders when cus¬ 
tomers’ complaints were under review. 

His company offered debt management services to 
people suffering from financial problems. 

Investigations 

Mr Dunn, aged 42 of Hagley, Stourbridge gave an un¬ 
dertaking to the Secretary of State for Business, Inno¬ 
vation and Skills, which prevents him from acting as a 
director of a company for 11 years from December 10. 

The disqualification follows an investigation by the In¬ 
solvency Service. Its investigations found that persistent 
complaints were made by customers between 2010 and 
2013 about MLG’s failure to pay over money intended 
for their creditors, and that the independent adjudicator 
who reviewed the complaints decided that the customers 
had been misled and should receive refunds. 

In February 2013, at a time when customers’ com¬ 
plaints were still under review, MLG declared a £330,000 
dividend to its parent company, of which Mr Dunn was 
himself a shareholder. 
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Transport 
backed by 
combined 
authority 


PLANS to revolutionise transport in the West 
Midlands will see the region ‘speaking with 
one voice’, according to transport bosses. 

The 20-year Movement for Growth strategy has 
been adopted by the The West Midlands Integrat¬ 
ed Transport Authority (ITA) after a three month 
consultation. 

It will see new suburban rail lines, cycleways and Metro 


extensions throughout 
the region, with a raft of 
schemes earmarked for the 
Black Country. 

All of the projects have 
been previously mooted, but 
the ITA aims to drive them 
through by 2035. 

ITA chair Councillor 
Roger Lawrence said the 
vision was to create a ful¬ 
ly-integrated train, bus and 
rapid transit system, a com¬ 
prehensive cycle network 
and better roads and rail. 

Forward 

He said: “Movement for 
Growth will be the trans¬ 
port strategy for the forth¬ 
coming West Midlands 
Combined Authority and 
the region will be speaking 
with one voice in support of 
it. We have a clear path to 
follow so now is the time to 
move forward and deliver 
these schemes.” 

The projects include ex¬ 
tending the Midland Metro 
tram route between Brierley 
Hill, Dudley and Wednes¬ 
bury to connect to the exist¬ 
ing line to Birmingham and 
Wolverhampton. 

It will also bring improve¬ 
ments to junctions on the 
M5 and M6 motorways, as 
well as new rail services 


By Peter Madeley 

between Walsall and Stour¬ 
bridge. 

The Treasury has pledged 
£1 billion of Government 
cash to create the West Mid¬ 
lands Combined Authority, 
to include Birmingham, 
Coventry, Dudley, Sandwell, 
Solihull, Walsall and Wol¬ 
verhampton. It will oversee 
a 10-year devolved £8bn 
transport budget. 

Mr Lawrence said a key 
aim was to help the West 
Midlands unlock the full 
economic potential of the 
HS2 high speed rail line, 
which will link Birmingham 
to London in 2026 and later 
to Manchester and Leeds. 

Movement for Growth 
sets out the transport in¬ 
frastructure needed to best 
feed and connect into HS2 
including enhanced rail and 
tram links. 

The proposals include 
smart technology including 
ticketless travel and real 
time information. 

The Wednesbury to Brier- 
ley Hill tram extension was 
a key recommendation of 
the recent Black Coun¬ 
try Rapid Transit Review, 
which also helped shaped 
Movement for Growth. 


Spate of moped thefts 

POLICE have told moped owners to be on their guard fol¬ 
lowing a spate of thefts in the area. 

Five mopeds have been stolen from across the Stour¬ 
bridge and Kingswinford areas since Christmas Day. 

Anyone who has any information about the thefts is 
asked to call West Midlands Police on 101 or the Crimes- 
toppers hotline anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


Advertisement 



Suites - Beds - Mattresses - Sofas 

All reduced to a fraction of their normal price 

NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED 

UP TO £1,000 PART EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD SUITE 

SOFAS AND CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER, ANY SIZE 

FREE HOME DELIVERY • FREE REMOVAL OF YOUR OLD BED 

LARGE SELECTION OF FABRIC AND LEATHER SUITES 
2 & 3 SEATERS TO CLEAR FROM AN AMAZING £295 

VARIOUS COLOURS AND DESIGNS 



Odd Bases & 
Mattresses to 
Clear from 

£69 



3+1+1 SUITE 

1 ONLY 
WAS £2295 

NOW £595 


LUXURY 
4 DRAWER 
DIVAN 

1 ONLY 
WAS £995 

NOW £295 



DINING TABLE & CHAIRS 
10NLY 
WAS £595 

NOW £195 





\ «• 


♦ * 


hk mx 

IICWQUALfTY 

Made to Measure 

Recliners and Riser 
Recliners Available 

Your chair, designed to fit you 

EMHIfllEJ Sl£B© gEEfMIlD 

1000 fabrics. 100 leathers to choose from 


Dreamworld 

furniture 


8 Stallings Lane, Kingswinford DY6 7HU 

Tel: 01384 295660 


LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK 


Three Piece Suites, Chairs, Beds, Carpets, Dining and Bedroom Furniture 
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LON 



UNISEX HA 

LONGEST ■ 

ESTABLISHED 
HAIR SALON IN 
SHELL CORNER 

Dawn and Jackie 
look forward to 

seeing you _ 

Fancy a new look? 

Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed 
We specialise in latest styles: 

• Colours • Perms • Highlights 

• Children’s Hair Cuts 

OAP special rates Tues and Wed 
Wella and goldwell stockists 


154 Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen 
Tel: 0121 559 1686 


Your Number One 
Convenience Store 
in the area 

• Newspapers / Magazines 

• Wines • Beers 

• Spirits • Avon 


Apex Wines 

Gorsty Hill Road, Halesowen 
Rowley Regis B65 OEY 


VJ7ymophobics 




CALL US NOW ON 
0121 448 1743 

51 High Street, Halesowen, B63 3BG 



PLUMBMASTER 


• Complete central heating and parts available 

• Taps • Towel rails • Showers • Kitchen Units 

• Fascias & guttering • Bathroom Suites 


l5? ‘ 


6 Genners Lane, Bartley Green, Birmingham, B32 3JL 

(next to Newman University College) 

Open Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.00pm, Sat 8.30am - 1.00pm 

0121 475 1112 

E-mail: plumbmaster.uk@gmx.com 


t JH*n 


FREE Mot with every Service 
FREE Collection and Delivery 
from Work or Home 

Diagnostics • Repair Centre 
Class 4 and Class 7 MOT Testing Station 
Open 6 Days 8.30 am - 5.30 pm 


Tel:0121 559 2087 


✓ Cars & Lights ✓ MOT’s 
Commercials arranged 



✓ Brakes 
✓AllMakes 

& Models 

✓ Servicing 


BEST OFFERS ON SERVICINGCalIJn 
01384 380982 / 07896 942565 


✓ Diagnostics 

✓ Brakes 

✓ Exhausts 

✓ Timing Belts 

✓ Clutches 
1 ✓Valeting 


4a, Chester Road, Cradley Heath, B64 6AA 
Opening times Mon - Fri 8.30-6.00 Sat 8.30-5.00 




0 Newly refurbished 
0 Flowers for all occasions 
0 Bouquets from only £10 
0 Aquas from only £15 
0 Now stocking 
Park Lane Jewellery 


0 Gifts for all occasions 
0 Large selection of 
garden plants 
0 Unique wrist 
corsages for proms, 
order now 


Call 0121 421 2111 

19 Howley Grange Road, Halesowen B62 OHN 


All Trades of Halesowen 

PROPERTY REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE 

• Roofing • Fencing • Plumbing • Electrical 

• Brickwork • UPVC • Guttering • Fascias 

• Gardening • Decorating • Plastering • Skylights 


FREE 24hr Call Out 
Established since 1984 

20% DISCOUNT FOR OAP’S 
0121 602 3601 
0739 007 6739 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Install 
Roller 
Sectional 
Remote 
Control 
Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www. dbshutters. co. uk 
Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378 


Supply 
Repair 
Up and Over 
Side Hinged 
Made to 
measure 




MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 

No job too sma 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 

.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


laerraKen 

0 


ETJUBILEE 
FIRES Ltd 

Over 100 Models on Display 

[55121 55 7431 L l L ll 

High Street, Princes End, flnon kVLM 
Tipton DY4 9JF - Jf 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 7 Days 



CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION: 01384 412197 


20 St. Anne’s Road, Cradley Heath B64 5BS 
EMAIL: Kelly@littleexplorersdaycarenursery.co.uk 


Z^L&S 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


T Tel: 07891 333603 or 07896 999046 


email: Iandsplumbing1@gmail.com 


‘A* RATED 
BOILERS 

Fully Fitted From Only 


h INC 



BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 

Misted Sealed Units? 

Contact us for a free qaote! r * ^ 

Tel 01384 566100 ggg™ 

Email: quotations® ™ t 

blackcountryglazing.com 


CHAPMANS 


turn rr«#i 



Chapman's Electrical 

112-119 Reddal Hill Road 
Cradley Heath ,B64 5JN 
Tel: 01384 566497 

www.chdpmdnselectricdl.co.uk 


WELCOME TO THE 

Samson & Lion 


Samson And Lion, 
Brierley Hill Road, 
Wordsley, Stourbridge, 
West Midlands DY8 5SP 

07930 473482 



*L?Q.5L^r\CL GLind 5 


www.designa-blinds.com 
Tel: 0121 293 71 19 

• Child Safe - Cordless • Free Measure & quote 

Systems • Fast Reliable Service 

• Full Range of Fabrics • Competitive Pricing 

Fabrics only Service available 
Visit our Factory Showroom : 
Wolverhampton Road South, 
Quinton Birmingham B32 2AX 


Conservatories from £300 * Average Semi from £350 


Slating , Tiling, New Roofs, Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Ridges, Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 
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PEGASUS 

GRAI HIM 


Tipping facility and material collections from yard. 

Free tips on hardcore 

For all your sand, aggregates, waste removal and plant hire call 
Pegasus Grab Hire now on 0844 870 0127 for great prices and brilliant service 

Plot 14, Dudley Central Trading Estate, Shaw Road, Dudley DY2 8QX 
www.pegasusgrabhire.co.uk t: 0844 870 0127 


Donations and 

local House Clearances 


PRINCES END GARAGE 

71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Tel 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 
contact@princesendgarage.co.uk 
www.princesendgarage.co.uk 


Servicing, MOT’s, Car & Light Commercials Repairs, 

Petrol & Diesel Vehicles, Vehicle Diagnostics, Air Conditioning, 
Brakes, Steering, Suspension, Exhaust, Car Spares & Accessories 


MERRY HILL 

Level 

Brierley Hill, DY5 1UA. 

Close to . 

Merry Hill Centre A ^ 

Tel: 01384 75555 gj- 

More great 

bargains online at i| liElTlS 
www.etbtyres.co.uk 


In an ever changing media landscape the ‘ultra local’ free weekly Chronicle titles remain a powerful 
force for advertisers. Local media is still the most effective platform for driving consumer action. \ ~ 

Why not make our coverage and readership work for you and choose your audience from one or \ 
more of these Chronicles; Wolverhampton, Dudley, Stourbridge, Halesowen, Cannock, Sandwell 
and Walsall. For more information call our advertisement manager Kim Hazel on 01902 319660. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


servm 
„ Halesc 


Fully air conditioned, fully licensed, 
serving over 27 years at the heart of Sunday- Thursday 

Halesowen and Quinton a 

The finest cuisine, freshly prepared with OlShDash 4-Course 
90% fat free, a dish to satisfy all tastes Meal £7.95 

Newly Refurbished 

★★★ 3 Star - Environmental Health Officers Certificate 

14-15 Halesowen Road, Halesowen 
www.dilshadinternational.co.uk 
Tel: 0121 421 6549 or 421 5217 „ 




ROYAL FISH BAR 

★ ★ + ★ ★ 

197 Stourbridge Road, Halesowen B63 3QX 

0121 602 0033 


“Come and 
have a look 
around this 
Saturday” 



BE>IH>AX,E 

* Specialists Antique Fireplaces 

* Stained Glass - Our Speciality 

* Pine/Oak Doors * Unusual Gifts 


118 Graingers Lane, Cradley Heath B64 6AH 07785 580801 


Tree 


x/ ^ Yew Tree Nursing Home 

1 Offering you nursing experience 
—- * and expertise in our idyllic retreat 

ensuring your stay with us feels like 
home from home. 

We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly enviroment 

• Single and double bedrooms available 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips pub visits etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our Shetland 
pony, cat, and rabbit 

Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B628PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

D OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 
07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) 


1 



Barking Glad Salon 


Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes Lynn Styles 

6 Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 

0121 550 7446 

barkingglad@gmail.com 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 



Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, 
Conveyancing both Residential 
and Commercial, Wills and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH 
Telephone: 0121 559 2922 

www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 


and all White Goods 
"Don't go and 
buu a new one , 
get it repaired ...” 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 


HALESOWEN From Classic to 

FIREPLACES SSS 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages 

From £499.00 

(including fire) 

For a range of Gas and 
Electric Fires and Surrounds 
Visit Our Showroom 

Opposite Tyre City on Long Lane 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 





$ a GOOD \ fgy 

-A/ Audi SEAT ^ 



AUTOPARTS & SERVICING 

Breakers of all German models, MOTs, 
repairs, tyres and recovery 

All work undertaken 

TEL: 01384 566255 

UNIT 3A, SILVER THORNE LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, 
WEST MIDLANDS B64 5AP 



Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal y 

www-abtecarpets.co.uk y 

FREEPHONE GSEZZIIIEZ™ - 


01902 

880541 


» Halesowen 
» Cradley 
» Oldhill 
» Blackheath 


* Hasbury 

* Hayley Green 

* Rowley Regis 

* Oldbury 


Adult Cinema 

FREE entry for couples 

t/c apply 

Herbal Male Enhancement 
New xxx pills in stock ... 

DVD’S in STRONGER FOR 

_ _ stock . n n LONGER! 

NEW stock 

_ NOWIN _ 

The Adult Shop 19 Cradley Road, Cradley Heath B64 6AG 

01384 412070 



SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 

OCGD^ 3* Q s i 11' 

18:01364 565300 

01334 567752 !B " 

TTC UIH UMUUiSO** KKT MUKCJQ 3J 
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Specialist 5 JhA T^lf youif Tyres '& Car needs 

^Trestivo Tyres'^ 

^JP TO 20% OFF^V 

r WITH LIFETIME If 

SELECTED LINES A 

l WARRANTY J V 

CALL IN J 

^wCall in for Info^-^ ^ 

w TODAY 



0327/Zd (hx/kr/JiDafL GflGflh&GSteOQ 

Midland Tyres, 90 Station Road, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 6PL 
Tel: 0121 439 0575 Mob: 07794 528468 
Email: midlandtyres@yahoo.co.uk 


Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd 

0 Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 
jk Cradley Heath, B64 5AB 

V 01384569569 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 


T. Hadley & Co 
1 la High Street, 
Blackheath/ 


o: 


mi- 


mo 


R.Hadley & Hickton 
36-38 Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 


HALESOWEN GOLF CLUB 

GOLF FOR 
EVERYONE 

MEMBERS, VISITORS, SOCIETIES 




pga professional for lessons 
clothing and equipment 

room hire and catering for 
weddings, parties, funerals etc 

Tel: 0121 501 3606 
www.halesowengc.co.uk 
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VyclK YrlXHl 

L©DGES 


01597 

811422 


Norwegian log cabins situated at 1000ft above 
sea-level in the ‘Heart of Wales’. Fantastic views with 
red kites soaring overhead. Stunning location and 
excellent touring centre. Dogs welcome. Small site. 
All year round availability. 

Superb holiday accommodation. 

PHONE FOR BROCHURE 


Pennington Insurance 
Brokers Ltd . 

FOA AU YOUA tNSUAANCt NffOS 
fttoro* - HOMl - TnAiTLL - COMHftMCJAL 

COVER TAILOR MADE FOR YOU, 

TEL: 0121 557 6728 

Inttfd: f«iwilnctonl#>bticiKiimt.ciNn 

VIM* MdiKti lf*4 ?tw 




15 hours FREE for 
2,3,and 4 year olds 
Ofsted Approved 
EYFS Learning 
program 

Morning/Afternoon 
sessions available 

Find us opposite Langley Swimming Baths, 
Vicarage Road, Oldbury B68 8HL 
Mobile:07729 67054 Open 07.30-18.00 
Email:littledragonflynurseries@yahoo. co.uk 


ddHdlll 
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T 

TP 


1,1 
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Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS.Ill 


Walker Meats 

2A - 3 Union Street 
Wednesbury, 

West Mids WS10 7HD 
0121 502 5522 

We Supply 
Fresh Meat Daily to 
Retail / Wholesale 
& Catering 


prrsTO«* 


0121 550 9095 

Free Parking - Open 7 Days 

Dogs Welcome In Store - Tropical Fish Specialists 

www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Unit 3, Hareward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 


Urn Vi* 

For all your dog grooming needs 

07890 202140 
01384 824378 


gemspampaws@hotmail.co.uk 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR KITCHEN APPLIANCES 

itfj 


___ Electrical 

.ITSmog Superstore 

2-4 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HF 

Telephone 01 21 505 01 00 

Open Monday-Saturday 

9.00am-6.30pm I 'Mm**? \ I 'wjpjp*! L——-J Pal 

www.westmidlandselectricalsuperstore.com 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVUNI/MIDI, 
SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


07793 

943361 


ricGG TRflll SGfSIOn 

Fun weekly classes and holiday 
workshops which use the performing 
arts to raise the potential of every child, 
increasing confidence and sel esteem 

www.5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 

mail@5starperformanceacademy.co.uk 


Specialists IhACCyourTyres & Car needs 

^Prestivo Tyre^N. J 

^iTp TO 20% OFF^X, 

r WITH LIFETIME \ f 

SELECTED LINES A 

L WARRANTY J \ 

CALL IN J 

^w^Call in for Info,^^ ^ 

TODAY 


Midland Tyres, 90 Station Road, Old Hill, 
Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 6PL 
Tel: 0121 439 0575 Mob: 07794 528468 
Email: midlandtyres@yahoo.co.uk 



HEATING & PLUMBING 
WHOLESALERS 


FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING 
' ANn HEATING NEEDS 


nd Street, West Bromwich B70 6EY 
0121 553 7418 Fax: 0121 500 5029 

TER 


PRO COMBI, BAXI, MAIN, BIASI, VAILLIANT, WORCESTI 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

Painters & Decorators 


OAP DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 



double time down to. 

army & NAVY STORE 
Genuine Ex-Army clothing and footwear 

Also stockist of children’s camouflage clothing + safety W 
{footwear. Ex army boots + RAF shoes. 

Ex-artny webbing, clothing + work wear, overalls + 
waterproofs, camping equipment + leisure wear Tents, 

Sleeping Bags & Gas Cookers now in stock Specialist 
suppliers for all Duke of Edinburgh & Cadet equipment 

Open 6 days • Closed Sunday 


m Telephone: 0121 472 1402 

325-327 Harbome Lane, Birmingham, B17 ONT 

www.twrydersinbirmingham.co.uk 


SHEDS AND FENCING SPECIALISTS 
SPRINGHILL (NAJRAN) 
BUILDING, FENCING & GAS SUPPLIES 




INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 




GET ££££ r S FOR CLOTHES 

CASH 4 CLOTHES 


CASH PAID TO YOU FOR YOUR OLD CLOTHES 

07808 085 919 


275 Bristnall Hall Road 
Oldbury B68 9NF 


All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 

Childcare vouchers accepted *j 
Free funded places 
for 2-5 year olds available. 

C ’ 4 

W* > 

0121 556 6222 

57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk | 




























































































★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
A ★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 

W ^ ^ M 

12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


‘THE COMPLETE HOME 
IMPROVEMENT SPECIALISTS 9 


KITCHENS | BATHROOMS | BEDROOMS 

www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


Opening Times: Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Saturday 10am - 2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun, Other Times By Appointment 

Tel: 0121 588 5737 

■__ The Home Improvement Specialist 


oo 


The Home Improvement Specialist 

iflEaLHomEoaiE 


Established over 25 years 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 


West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.08001234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.03001231110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 

Missing People.116 000 




m 



• Upvc Windows 

• Composite windows 
& doors 

• Conservatories 

• Orangeries 

• Porches 

• Extensions, Carports 
& Canopies 

• Bi-fold & Upvc doors 

• Timber & Aluminium 
Doors and Windows 

• Repair service 

• Rehau 72mm profile 

T&Cs apply 


PI 

Doors from £395 


| French Doors from £750 Conservatories from £465o| 

Bespoke requirements are no problem 


Guardian Tiled 



A V aila ble R oof System 

AVO" (LABC approved) 


Unit 19 Middlemore Industrial Estate, 
Middlemore Road, B21 OAY 

0800 080 7076 
0121 532 0784 

www.westmidlandglazing.com 




West 
Midlands I 
DOUBLE I 
GLAZING I 


• Repairs • Upgrades • Accessories • Volt Electric Bikes • New Cycle Sales 

Sandwell 

Cycles 


1 Clarage House, 
Long Lane, Blackheath, 
Halesowen B62 9LA 

Open Hours 

Tuesday - Saturday 9am-6pm 


0121 559 6804 



THE CHIPPY WITH THE § STAR RATING 

Open Mon-Sat 11.45am-10.00pm 

10 Owen Street, Tipton, West Midlands DY4 8EZ 

0121 557 2351 


Donations and 

local House Clearances * w 



8540 


Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd 

0 Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 

k Cmdley Heath, B64 5AB 
01384 569569 

Independent Family Funeral Directors 


T. Hadley & Co 
17a High Street, 
Blackheath/ 
Rowley Regis. B65 ODR 
01215591010 


R.Hadley & Hickton 
36-38 Windmill Hill 
Halesowen. B63 2BZ 
01384 636606 


JOHN T. HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

Recliner 

Chairs Chairs 

•Divan Beds «Bed Frames 'Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 1A Causeway, Blackheath 

Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 


I 


a gps 


Tel: 0121 588 2740 
Mob: 07956 888 611 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


• Experts in disabled 
adaptions 

• No oljliga tjonC 
quotations 

• Competitive rates for 
over 50's - 

Quote this ad 


H SB 


■ 


nfo@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 



v v. Need help searching for your 

n . ancestors or living relations! 

DRANLMINu www.branchingoutgenealogy.co.uk 

/%• TT E-mail: julian@branchingoutgenealogy.co.uk 

V/ or Telephone Julian on 07584 484877 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


:"Cr aiste 30 Years Experience 

• From a minor bump to major repairs 

• FREE local pick up and delivery 

• FREE estimates and written quotes 



^■o supply a car and van to none fault or ■ 

Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


STB if' 

* 

ANYW 

'HERE 

mmm (man mm 


Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes«Free Local Delivery»Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices 

NHS & PRIVATE EYETESTS AVAILABLE 

Just bring along your prescription or book your eye test with us. 
Prescription Spectacles Distance or Reading 

From only £ 14.95 

Complete with stock single vision lenses. 


SpectacioWorkS 

4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 

0121 550 3345 


Open Mon - Fri 
9am - 4pm 

Closed Bank Holidays 
NHS Spectacle Vouchers 



Great Bridge 
Flowers & Gifts 

www.greatbridgeflowers.co.uk 
61 Great Bridge, Tipton, 
West Midlands DY4 7HF 
Tel: 0121 520 3774 
Mob: 07766 541213 

Carl Pearce 

sales @ greatbridgeflowers.co.uk 



Let Gastek take 
of your plumbing 
and heating needt 


Tel: 01384 560856 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk AM major 
infO@gastekSOlutionS.CO.Uk credit cards 
Halesowen, West Midlands accepted 



THE WINDOW DOCTOR! GeminiDesignsUpholstery 


• Double glcuzing repairs 

• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1 990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 



l Full Re-Upholstery Service Available 
1 Buy direct from the manufacturer & cut out the 
middle man. 

1 Solid Hard Wood Frames 
h Bespoke sofas manufactured 
l No job too big or too small 

Now Stocking A Range 01 Genuine Oak Furniture 


Units 15-16, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane Halesowen, West Midlands, B62 9LD 

Telephone: 0121 559 7143 

Email: sales@geminidesignsupholstery.co.uk 
www.qeminidesiqnsupholsfery.co.uk 


-y.T 


SHAUN’S AUTOS 

VW & Audi Specialist 

OUR SERVICES: 

• All makes of vehicle • Pre-MOT work p, r^r p *.. 

• MOTs • General vehicle servicing & repairs *7?? *" L 

• Vehicle diagnostic welding talk to OUT 

friendly experienced staff 

Mob:07816951836 

West Bromwich B70 9EN T: 01215530600 


THE PERFECT PLACE FOR SNOOKER. 
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“thefastticket 


entertainment 


Strictly not to be missed! 



Jay McGuiness is lifted in the air by fellow celebrities and dancers after winning the Strictly final Dainty Georgia May Foote, reached this year’s final 


IT’S the tour thousands of dance 
fans have been waiting for. The 
Strictly Come Dancing Live Tour re¬ 
turns to Birmingham for a fab-ulous 
ninth year. 

And leading the pack will be this year’s 
Glitter Ball winner Jay McGuiness - one 
fifth of the globally successful band, The 
Wanted. 

He will be partnered again by professional 
Aliona Vilani who recently announced that she 
is quitting the BBC TV show. 

The modest Jay, who wowed from week one 
of the series, said: “I’m used to performing in 
front of massive crowds when touring with 
The Wanted, but performing with Aliona on 
the Strictly Live Tour will be a totally different 
experience. 

“I loved my time on the TV series, but the 
idea of being back out in front of live arena 
audiences is something I’m very much looking 
forward to.” 

Favourite 

Other celebrities booked in for the three- 
day Birmingham run from January 22-24 are 
Helen George, best known for her role of nurse 
Trixie Franklin in the multi-award winning 
BBC series Call the Midwife. She will be part¬ 
nered by Aljaz Skorjanec. 

Helen says: “I had a brilliant time on 
Strictly, so I’m very excited to continue my 
journey and have the chance to show off some 
of my favourite dances to audiences on the UK 
Tour. 

“I’m sure that it’ll be amazing to dance in 
front of huge arena audiences with Aljaz. 

“I’m very much looking forward to the au¬ 
dience helping me feel at home on the dance 
floor each night.” 

Jay and Helen join Frankie Bridge from The 
Saturdays, actress Georgia May Foote from 
Coronation Street, who reached this year’s 
final, partnered by new boy Giovanni Pernice. 
celebrity chef Ainsley Harriott and TV pre¬ 
senter Anita Rani, again teamed with the other 
new dancer Gleb Savchenko. 


Frankie will be dancing with favourite 
Kevin Clifton, whose sister Karen will join 
the tour for the professional dances and group 
numbers, and Ainsley will be teamed with Na¬ 
talie Lowe 

They will be joining the 2016 tour host Mel 
Giedroyc, together with judges Len Goodman, 
Craig Revel Horwood, who also directs the 
tour, and Bruno Tonioli. 

Also appearing in this year’s tour is previ¬ 
ous contestant EastEnders star Jake Wood 


who will be partnering Janette Manrara. Jake 
has been a part of some of the most memora¬ 
ble storylines on the soap for the past decade, 
performing the role of Max Branning. 

He impressed the judges and TV audiences 
alike with his slick dance moves on last year’s 
BBC One series of Strictly Come Dancing, and 
now he has the chance to show off his skills to 
arena audiences on the tour. 

Jake says: “I really enjoyed my time on 
Strictly last year but couldn’t do the tour due 


to EastEnders’ filming commitments, so it’s 
great to get the chance to throw myself into 
the whole experience again as part of the 2016 
Strictly tour. 

“I’m so pleased that Frankie is doing the 
tour as well so we can enjoy reliving it all 
again together and I’m very happy that I’m 
being reunited with Janette. 

“I can’t wait to relive some of my favourite 
dances in arenas across the country!” 

The tour starts in Birmingham on Friday, 


January 22 with an evening performance at 
7.30pm, Saturday at 2.30pm and 7.30pm, and 
Sunday at 1.30pm and 6.30pm. 

Tickets are on sale from www.theticketfact 
ory.com or by calling 0844 33 88 222. 

The tickets are priced at £73.83, £51.33, 
£40.08 (includes admin fees + 70p facility fee) 
+£2.55 fulfilment fee. 

For more information and dates of the 
other tour venues visit www.strictlycomedanci 
nglive.com 



Great Bar.,.Great Food, 
Great Entertainment, 

Knlglijs Quesj 


QUALITY & SERVICE 


THURSDAY 07/0172016 

THURSDAY IS STARMAKERS KARAOKE NIGHT !!! 

0U|k FRIDAY 08/01/2016 

CHESTER RIGGON 

SATURDAY 09/01/2016 

► CHARLIE WATERFORD ... " ON THE LASH 

SUNDAY 10/01/2016 

► SUNDAY NIGHT IS KARAOKE PARTY NIGHT ■!! 

* 1 MONDAY 11/01/2016 

* QUIZ &TOP KARAOKE AT THE KNIGHTS QUEST 

TUESDAY 12/01/2016 

^ KARAOKE WITH PREDATOR 

WEDNESDAY 13/01/2016 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

Jj THURSDAY 14/01/2016 

m ^ STARMAKERS KARAOKE 

^ FRIDAY 15/01/2016 

DEVOTED TO ROCK 


*1 Horner Way, Rowley 
Regis B65 0JQ 
Tel: 0121 559 6040 


Three Diamonds 

BAR AND GRILLE 


We also serve 


ENJOY A 
FREE PINT 


■Thurs £ 12.00-2.30pm, 6-8pm | Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30pm 


WITH ORDERS £12 OR MORE. 

(IN OUR KITCHEN) 

Present this coupon to redeem. 

FAMILIES WELCOME. 


High Street, Blackheath 

let: 0121 561 5599 


We serve'until lam on Sundays, Midnight Monday-Wednesday, 
11 l am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday 
{DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 


Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.ulo 


















thefastticket 


SATURDAY’S TV JANUARY 9 


CHOICE 



Boy George 


The Voice UK 
(BBC1, 7.30pm) 

New series. The BBC's singing 
contest returns, with Paloma 
Faith and Boy George fill the two 
chairs left vacant following Tom 
Jones' departure, and Rita Ora's 
defection to The X Factor last 
year. Veteran coaches Will.i.am 
and Ricky Wilson return to take 
their place on the panel, along 
with presenters Emma Willis 
and Marvin Humes. The contest 
gets under way with the first of 
seven traditional 'blind 
auditions' stages, in which the 
four coaches must select their 
tea ms by assessi ng thei r voca I 
ability alone. Among the 
auditioneesarea punk fan 
whose twist on a pop classic 
melts hearts on the panel, and 
a self-aware fishmonger whose 
performance includes plenty of 
piscine-themed puns to lighten 
the mood. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. 12.00 BBC News; Weather. 

12.10 Football Focus. 1.00 Live 
Athletics. Coverage of the Great 
Edinburgh Cross Country from Holyrood 
Park. 2.30 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the opening 
men’s semi-final. 4.30 Final Score. 5.20 
Now You See It. 5.50 BBC News. 

6.00 Regional Programme. 

6.10 Celebrity Mastermind. CBeebies 
presenter Katy Ashworth, actor 
Thomas Turgoose, former jockey 
Mick Fitzgerald, and radio 
presenter Shelagh Fogarty take to 
the black chair. Last in the series. 

6.40 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present an FA Cup version of the 
unorthodox general knowledge 
quiz. 

7.30 The Voice UK. New series. The 
BBC’s flagship singing contest 
returns, with Paloma Faith and 
Boy George fill the two spinning 
chairs left vacant following Tom 
Jones’ departure, and Rita Ora’s 
defection to The X Factor last year. 
Veteran coaches Will.i.am and 
Ricky Wilson return to take their 
place on the panel, along with 
presenters Emma Willis and 
Marvin Humes. The contest gets 
under way with the first of seven 
traditional “blind auditions” 
stages, in which the four coaches 
must select their teams by 
assessing their vocal ability alone. 
Among the auditionees are a punk 
fan whose twist on a pop classic 
melts hearts on the panel, and a 
self-aware fishmonger whose 
performance includes plenty of 
piscine-themed puns to lighten the 
mood. 

9.05 Casualty. Dixie steps in to save 
Nikki’s family from feeling the full 
force of her wrath, and Cal decides 
not to tell a troubled Ethan what he 
has learned about his origins. 

9.55 The National Lottery Live. 

10.05 BBC News; Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Gary Lineker presents 
action from the third-round 
fixtures, including Eastleigh v 
Bolton Wanderers; National 
Lottery Update. 

12.00 Film: The Peacemaker. (1997) 

1.55 Film: Halloween: Resurrection. 
(2002) 3.20 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 3.25 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 Race to Super Bowl 50. (R) 7.00 
Film: Jubal. (1956)8.40 Film: The 
Importance of Being Earnest. (1952) 

10.10 Animal Park. (R) 11.10 Natural 
World. (R) 12.00 James Martin: Home 
Comforts. (R) 12.45 James Martin: 

Home Comforts. (R) 1.30 Homes Under 
the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. 
(R) 3.45 For What It’s Worth. (R) 4.30 
Live Darts: BDO World Championships. 
6.00 Flog It! Paul Martin visits 

Loughborough’s Town Hall and 
discovers the area’s link with the 
popular Ladybird books. Valuable 
items up for auction include a 
concertina and a chocolate cup. 

(R) 

6.30 World’s Sneakiest Animals. 

Animals that use deceptive tactics 
to find food, from the manipulative 
mantis that looks like a flower to 
sea otters which demand ransoms 
after kidnapping each other’s 
pups. (R) 

7.30 Victorian Bakers. Four bakers 
experience what their profession 
was like during the Victorian era, 
working from a rural bake house 
kitted out exactly as it would have 
been in the 1830s. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and 
Wilson decide to recruit women 
into the platoon to take care of the 
less demanding tasks, but the 
captain loses his heart to an 
attractive widow. (R) 

9.00 Live at the Apollo. The stand-up 
show returns with Alan Carr 
hosting from London’s 
Hammersmith Apollo, performing 
and introducing guests Francesca 
Martinez and Nish Kumar. (R) 

9.45 Insert Name Here. Comedy panel 
game in which Sue Perkins asks 
teams to decide who is the best of 
the many people who share a 
particular name. With Richard 
Osman and Josh Widdicombe. (R) 
10.15 Ql XL. Cariad Lloyd, Dermot 

O’Leary and Phill Jupitus compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies. 

11.00 Dragons’ Den. A former 
contestant makes a second 
attempt to impress the panel, and 
a former figure skater fails to 
inspire much confidence in Peter 
Jones. (R) 

12.00 Darts: BDO World Championships. 
12.50 Film: Genghis Khan. (1965) 2.55 
Film: Captain Apache. (1971) 4.25 This 
Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV 
News. 9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

10.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA. 

11.20 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.20 
ITV News; Weather. 12.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 1.30 Judge Rinder. (R) 

2.30 The Chase. (R) 3.30 Doc Martin. 

(R) 4.30 The Martin Lewis Money Show. 
(R) 5.00 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates more comical home 
videos, including a cat attacking a 
drone, and a pensioner who left a 
trail of destruction through a 
supermarket. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Ben Shephard, 
Rochelle Humes and Chris Kamara 
host the third heat, as competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge. 
8.00 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
lines up another selection of 
potential sweethearts for his 30 
single women. This time, singing 
software engineer Rhys from 
Merthyr Tydfil, semi-pro footballer 
Ellis from the Wirral, London- 
based personal trainer Ola and 
horse-rider Sam from Chester set 
out to impress the ladies, hoping 
they keep their lights on as a sign 
of approval. 

9.15 The Jonathan Ross Show. New 

series. The host returns with a new 
series for the new year, and is 
joined by actor Steve Carell, chef 
Gordon Ramsay and singer Ellie 
Goulding. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Film: Sex and the City 2. (2010) 
Premiere. Fashion-conscious 
writer Carrie escapes the strain of 
married life with a disaster-strewn 
trip to Abu Dhabi. Comedy sequel, 
with Sarah Jessica Parker, Kristin 
Davis, Cynthia Nixon and Kim 
Cattrall. 

1.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Ironman France. 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.00 
The Morning Line. 10.00 Film: Von 
Ryan’s Express. (1965) 12.20 The 
World’s Most Famous Train. (R) 1.25 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Kempton Park and Wincanton. 4.00 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.30 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 5.00 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 5.35 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

6.05 Channel 4 News. 

6.35 Location, Location, Location. 
Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer 
help two sets of house-hunters 
looking for homes in Yorkshire. 
Kate works in international 
development and has spent years 
in Africa and elsewhere around the 
globe. Now she wants to put down 
roots and has chosen the 
picturesque Yorkshire Dales. In 
nearby Leeds, perfectionist couple 
Charley and Hayley have spent 
nine months trying to clinch a deal 
on their first home, terrified of 
making the wrong decision. Can 
Kirstie and Phil help them both 
find what they’re looking for? (R) 
7.30 Britain’s Wildest Weather 2015. 
Documentary featuring footage of 
unusual weather conditions in the 
past year shot by members of the 
public, including freak hailstorms, 
113mph winds, deadly lightning 
strikes and even a tornado. The 
programme includes interviews 
with those involved, including 
tanker pilots, rescue teams, 
weather watchers and hikers. (R) 
9.00 Film: The Hunger Games: 

Catching Fire. (2013) Premiere. 
Katniss Everdeen’s victory in a 
televised death match makes her a 
focus for revolution against the 
totalitarian nation she lives in. The 
rulers of the regime plot to crush 
dissent with a new series of 
games, in which past champions 
battle it out. Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, with Jennifer Lawrence. 

11.50 Film: The Day the Earth Stood 
Still. (2008) An alien is sent to 
Earth on a mission to decide if the 
human race should be wiped out 
or allowed to continue existing. 
Sci-fi remake, with Keanu Reeves. 
1.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.50 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. (R) 4.45 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 5.00 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 5.50 How I Met Your 
Mother. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 9.30 The Saturday 
Show. 11.30 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 12.25 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It 
Away. (R) 1.25 Film: Columbo: How to 
Dial a Murder. (1978) Crime drama, 
starring Peter Falk. 3.00 Film: Columbo: 
Make Me a Perfect Murder. (1978) Crime 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.00 Cats 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

6.00 5 News Weekend. 

6.05 World War II in Colour. This 
edition focuses on the 
effectiveness of the German 
blitzkrieg - intense military 
campaigns that aimed to bring 
about a swift victory using tanks 
supported by aircraft and infantry. 
This new type of warfare took the 
Allies by surprise and gave Hitler 
the opportunity to seize Poland 
and France. Actor Robert Powell 
narrates the story of the global 
conflict, told using colourised 
archive footage, state-of-the-art 
terrain mapping and cutting-edge 
computer graphics, and based on 
government papers and previously 
classified files. (R) 

7.05 World War II: Battlefield 

Recovery. New series. Excavation 
experts retrieve Second World War 
relics from the war-zones of the 
Eastern Front, telling the stories of 
fallen soldiers by examining their 
remains. 

8.00 Chasing Monsters. New series. 
Documentary series which seeks 
out colossal underwater creatures 
in the most remote corners of the 
planet, beginning with the monster 
shark. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The first 
eviction from the housemates’ 
point of view, and the rest of the 
goings-on as the new showbiz pals 
continue to get along - or not, the 
case may be. 

10.00 Jason Manford Live at the 
Manchester Apollo. The 

comedian performs before his 
home-town audience during his 
2009 tour, offering his thoughts on 
the rules of driving and the proper 
way to use a urinal. (R) 

11.15 Lip Sync Battle: David Walliams v 
Alesha Dixon. David Walliams and 
Alesha Dixon go head to head. (R) 
11.45Tattoo Disasters UK. 

12.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 
Bodies. (R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.45 
Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 8.00 Top Gear 
9.05 Film: Shrekthe Third (2007) 10.30 
Russell Howard’s Good News Extra 11.15 
Family Guy 1.25 American Dad! 1.45 
Russell Howard’s Good News Extra 2.30 
Impractical Jokers 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Stories from the Dark Earth: Meet 
the Ancestors Revisited 8.00 Castles - 
Britain’s Fortified History 9.00 The Young 
Montalbano 10.45 Blondie: One Way or 
Another 11.55 Blondie @ Glastonbury 

12.50 Top of the Pops: The Story of 1981 

1.50 Top of the Pops: 1981 Big Hits 2.50 
Synth Britannia at the BBC 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Ninja Warrior UK 1.15 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 1.40 Film: The Lake House 
(2006) 3.45 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 

5.45 Film: Jurassic Park (1993) 8.10 
Beowulf: Return to the Shieldlands 9.15 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 10.20 Film: 
The Fast and the Furious (2001) 12.25 
FHM: The Last of the Lads’ Mags 1.25 
Safeword 2.00 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 2.00 A Touch of Frost 4.00 Film: 
Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo (1990) 6.00 
Lewis 8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 11.55 Marchlands 1.00 
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 1.55 
Man About the House 2.20 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.05 Film: Cheyenne Autumn (1964) 
3.10 Film: Rio Bravo (1959) 6.00 
Storage Wars: Texas 8.00 Storage Wars 
9.00 Film: Pale Rider (1985) 11.25 Film: 
Heartbreak Ridge (1986) 2.05 Legacy - 
The 2015 Rugby World Cup 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.20 Hollyoaks Does Come Dine with 
Me 1.55 Film: Space Chimps (2008) 

3.30 The Big Bang Theory 8.00 Film: 
Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen 
(2009) Sci-fi adventure sequel, starring 
Shia LaBeouf. 11.00 Gogglebox 12.35 
The Inbetweeners 1.45 The IT Crowd 

2.45 How I Met Your Mother 3.30 Made 
in Chelsea: End of Season Party 4.20 
Revenge 

Film4 

11.00 Gideon of Scotland Yard (1958) 

1.00 The Family Stone (2005) 3.05 Carry 
On Dick (1974) 4.55 Inkheart (2008) 

7.00 Terminal Velocity (1994) 9.00 The 
Grey (2011) 11.15 Dog Soldiers (2002) 

1.20 Joy Ride (2001) 3.20 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 10 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Kieran Bew 


Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands 

(ITV, 7pm) 

The thanes of the various tribes 
come together in the 
Shieldlands to elect their new 
leader, but the gathering is 
disrupted when a mysterious 
murderer strikes. It falls to 
Beowulf to identify the culprit 
before he has a chance to kill 
again and prevent a threat to 
Rheda's continued rule. Kieran 
Bew, Joanne Whalley, William 
Hurt, David Harewood, Gisli Orn 
Gardarsson, Ed Speleers, David 
Ajala, Ian Puleston-Davies, 
Laura Donnelly and Lolita 
Chakra barti star. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day: 
FA Cup Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Regional Programme. 12.15 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Songs of Praise. 1.50 For 
What It’s Worth. (R) 2.35 Great Barrier 
Reef with David Attenborough. (R) 3.35 
Match of the Day Live: The FA Cup. 
Tottenham Hotspur v Leicester City 
(Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker learns 
about oilseed rape farming in 
Herefordshire, and helps chef 
Jean-Christophe Novelli whip up a 
feast using the healthy product. 
Ellie Harrison goes in search of 
wildlife in Fleartwood Forest, chef 
Tony Singh visits Loch Awe in the 
Western Isles of Scotland, Tom 
Heap reports on cuts to rural 
public transport, and Adam 
Flenson meets the winner of last 
year’s Countryfile Farming Hero 
award before announcing this 
year’s nominees. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
arranges a double-date with 
Madge and Mavis for himself and 
Gastric - but has to smarten his 
friend up first. Mrs Featherstone 
has her eye on a potential new 
husband. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the second of two 
programmes from Bowood 
Flouse, Wiltshire, where the 
experts examine a box engraved 
with a secret code and a Russian 
cigarette case. 

9.00 War& Peace. Andrei and Nikolai 
prepare to go into battle with the 
French, but may be walking into a 
trap. Back at home, Pierre is 
finding married life with Helene 
harder than expected. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Action from the 
weekend’s concluding third-round 
fixtures, including Oxford United v 
Swansea City, Carlisle United v 
Yeovil Town and Tottenham 
Hotspur v Leicester City. 

11.25 Film: Signs. (2002) M Night 

Shyamalan’s sci-fi thriller, starring 
Mel Gibson and Joaquin Phoenix. 

1.05 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 3.05 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.10 BBC 
News. 


6.30 Film: City Beneath the Sea. (1970) 
Sci-fi adventure, starring Stuart 
Whitman. 8.00 Monty Don’s Italian 
Gardens. (R) 9.00 Countryfile 
Compilation: Winter Wildlife. (R) 10.00 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 
James Martin: Flome Comforts. (R) 
12.15 James Martin: Flome Comforts. 
(R) 1.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. 
Shaun Murphy v Mark Allen. 5.00 Ski 
Sunday. 5.45 Live Darts: BDO World 
Championships. Coverage of the men’s 
final. 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. Entrepreneurs 
pitch their money-making ideas to 
a panel of self-made millionaires, 
who are prepared to invest their 
company’s money in the scheme if 
they think it could work. 

9.00 My Mediterranean with Adrian 
Chiles. Part two of two. Adrian 
gets in touch with his Catholic 
roots in Rome, riding a Vespa 
around the city with a priest and 
joining a crowd come to see the 
Pope in St Peter’s Square. Adrian 
also attends his first confession in 
eight years with an 80-year-old 
cardinal, learns about converting 
to Judaism while observing the 
Sabbath, helps a group of nuns in 
the kitchen, and visits a Catholic 
school where most of the pupils 
are Muslims. 

10.00 A Life on Screen - Stephen Fry. 

In this documentary, Stephen Fry 
tells the story behind his success, 
with contributions from Michael 
Sheen, Hugh Laurie and Alan 
Davies. (R) 

11.00 Snooker: The Masters. Stuart 
Bingham v Ding Junhui. Hazel 
Irvine presents extended 
highlights of the first-round match 
on day one at Alexandra Palace, 
London, which was played over 
the best of 11 frames. 

11.50 Film: Disconnect. (2012) The 
complex lives of several strangers 
are made far more problematic by 
the technology they use to 
communicate. Ensemble drama, 
starring Jason Bateman and Hope 
Davis. 

1.40 Sign Zone: Countryfile Compilation: 
Winter Wildlife. Ellie Harrison reports 
from the Cotswold Water Park, where 
she helps with maintenance. Plus, a look 
back at the most memorable moments 
from the series featuring winter wildlife. 
(R) 2.35 Holby City. While battling for a 
research grant at an outdoor pursuit 
centre, Arthur tries to win Morven’s 
affections. (R) 3.35 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. 7.05 
Sooty. (R) 7.15 Super 4. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls’ 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: The 
Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 10.25 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 11.30 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.35 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.50 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.50 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 2.55 
Film: Thunderball. (1965) James Bond 
spy adventure, starring Sean Connery. 

5.30 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Unbelievable Moments Caught 

on Camera. Part one of two. 
Alastair Stewart presents 
extraordinary eyewitness footage 
filmed by members of the public. 
7.00 Beowulf: Return to the 

Shieldlands. A murderer is on the 
loose as tribal thanes gather to 
elect their new leader, and it falls to 
Beowulf to identify the culprit 
before he has a chance to kill 
again. 

8.00 Endeavour. A mysterious fire that 
killed an artist with connections to 
political activists leaves the police 
baffled, while Bright finds himself 
short-staffed when a stomach bug 
puts most of his men on sick 
leave. The situation becomes more 
serious when a housewife dies of 
the same condition. Endeavour 
investigates a family-run 
supermarket, believing the 
infection may have stemmed from 
their stock being deliberately 
contaminated, and discovers dark 
secrets that may have a 
connection to the unexplained 
blaze. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15Joanna Lumley’s Trans-Siberian 
Adventure. The actress takes in 
the varied sights of Mongolia 
during the second leg of her 
journey, visiting the nation’s 
capital-Ulan Bator-and meeting 
renowned Mongolian throat- 
singers. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the latest fixtures. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 

1.30 Location, Location, Location. (R) 

2.35 The Simpsons. (R) 3.05 The 
Simpsons. (R) 3.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
4.00 Film: 17 Again. (2009) Comedy, 
starring Matthew Perry and Zac Efron. 
6.00 Channel 4 News. 

6.20 Film: Ice Age: Continental Drift. 
(2012) A cataclysm leaves 
prehistoric animals Manny, Sid 
and Diego lost at sea on a drifting 
iceberg. They try to find a way to 
return home, embarking on a 
journey that leads to an encounter 
with a ferocious band of piratical 
creatures. Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voices of Ray 
Romano and John Leguizamo. 
8.00 Walking the Himalayas. Levison 
Wood is reunited with a man who 
saved his life and joins pilgrims on 
their way to India’s holiest city, 
where he meets a monk who 
claims to have gained special 
powers from eating human flesh. 
Levison then travels into Nepal, 
encountering dangerous wildlife 
and having to flee a town in the 
middle of the night when monsoon 
rains cause flooding. 

9.00 Deutschland 83. Moritz completes 
another mission and begins to 
enjoy his new life in the West. 
When a NATO meeting is held to 
discuss the deployment of 
missiles, Tischbier gives the 
young infiltrator a new assignment 
-to break into a general’s hotel 
room and steal a top secret 
security report. In German. 

10.00The 80s: Ten Years That Changed 
Britain. A look back at British 
society and pop culture in the 
1980s, examining alternative 
comedy, football hooliganism and 
the divisive government of 
Margaret Thatcher. 

11.30 Film: Footloose. (1984) A 
rebellious student from the city 
clashes with a preacher from a 
small religious community, who 
believes dancing is immoral. 
Drama, with Kevin Bacon. 

1.25 SuperScrimpers: Winter Survival 
Tips. (R) 2.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

4.35 Gadget Man. (R) 5.00 Kirstie’s 
Handmade Treasures. (R) 5.10 Deal or 
No Deal. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 

6.45 TicketyToc. (R) 6.55 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Roobarb and Custard 
Too. (R) 7.15 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 
7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 Little Princess. 
(R) 7.55 Pip Ahoy! (R) 8.10 Blaze and 
the Monster Machines. (R) 8.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.55 Wanda 
and the Alien. (R) 9.10 Jelly Jamm. (R) 
9.20 Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 
LazyTown. (R) 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Funniest Fails, 
Falls & Flops. (R) 10.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 11.55 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 12.50 Film: Over Her 
Dead Body. (2008) Supernatural 
romantic comedy, starring Eva Longoria 
and Paul Rudd. 2.35 Film: The First 
Wives Club. (1996) Revenge comedy, 
starring Goldie Hawn, Bette Midler and 
Diane Keaton. 4.35 Film: Herbie: Fully 
Loaded. (2005) Disney comedy sequel, 
starring Lindsay Lohan and Michael 
Keaton. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Film: Star Trek: Generations. 

(1994) USS Enterprise Captain 
Jean-Luc Picard must stop a 
deranged genius obsessed with 
gaining access to a mysterious 
energy source - regardless of the 
threat to entire civilisations that lie 
in his path. Help arrives from an 
unlikely quarter - his supposedly 
long dead predecessor Captain 
James T Kirk. Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, starring Patrick Stewart, 
William Shatner, Malcolm 
McDowell and Whoopi Goldberg. 
9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The latest 
from the star-studded compound, 
as the housemates - minus the 
one unceremoniously booted out 
as a result of Friday’s early eviction 
- begin their second weekend 
together. 

10.00The Bafta Britannia Awards 2015. 

Jack Whitehall hosts the LA-based 
ceremony recognising outstanding 
film and TV talent, with Meryl 
Streep, Sam Mendes and Harrison 
Ford among the honorees. 

11.55 Film: The River Wild. (1994) A 
white-water rafting expert on 
holiday with her family is forced to 
help two fugitives make an escape 
down a raging river. Action thriller, 
starring Meryl Streep. 

1.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside the 
Word’s Most Dangerous Prison. (R) 4.00 
House Doctor. (R) 4.25 Make It Big. (R) 

5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Pop’s Greatest Dance Crazes 7.20 
The Voice UK 9.00 Film: Puss in Boots 
(2011) 10.20 Russell Howard’s Good 
News Extra 11.05 Family Guy 11.50 
American Dad! 12.35 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 1.05 Siblings 1.351 Know 
What You Weighed Last Summer 2.35 
Film: Once (2006) 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 India’s Frontier Railways 8.00 
Empire of the Tsars: Romanov Russia 
with Lucy Worsley 9.00 Darcey Bussell’s 
Looking for Audrey 10.00 Goya Exposed 
with Jake Chapman 10.30 Flamenco: 
Gypsy Soul 11.30 Storyville: The Queen 
of Versailles 1.00 Genesis: Together & 
Apart 2.30 The Good Old Days 
ITV2 

12.55 Take Me Out -The Gossip 2.00 
Catchphrase 2.45 Film: Bean (1997) 

4.30 Film: The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
(1997) 7.00 Film: Nanny McPhee and the 
Big Bang (2010) 9.00 Film: Casino 
Royale (2006) 11.55 FHM: The Last of 
the Lads’ Mags 12.50 Reality Bites 1.35 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
2.00 Planet’s Funniest Animals 2.25 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.50 Film: Rest in Peace, Mrs Columbo 
(1990) 1.50 The Adventures of Sherlock 
Holmes 4.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 
6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 The Cruise 
Ship 9.00 Bette Midler: One Night Only 
10.00 Wycliffe 11.15 Film: Private 
Benjamin (1980) 1.25 Film: The Pianist 
(2002) 3.55 Heartbeat 
ITV4 

11.10 The Classic Car Show 12.10 Kojak 
3.05 Film: Captain Newman MD (1964) 
5.45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 8.00 
Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Film: The 
Keeper (2009) 11.05 Film: Assassins 
(1995) 1.45 Nitro Circus 2.05 The 
Professionals 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.30 Film: Space Chimps 2: Zartog 
Strikes Back (2010) 2.05 The Big Bang 
Theory 2.30 The Big Bang Theory: 
Superheroes 6.30 Film: Iron Man (2008) 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 11.00 The Inbetweeners 

12.10 The IT Crowd 1.20 Gogglebox 

2.10 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 2.55 
Rules of Engagement 3.20 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 My Darling Clementine (1946) 

1.00 August Rush (2007) 3.15 Biggies 
(1986)5.05 Step Up 4: Miami Heat 
(2012) 7.00 Run Fat Boy Run (2007) 

9.00 Side Effects (2013) 11.10 Haywire 
(2011) 1.00 Wall Street (1987) 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

WE SELL NEW/GRADED 
RECONDITIONED APPLIANCES 

WASHING MACHINES | TUMBLE DRYERS | DISHWASHERS 
FRIDGE FREEZERS | FRIDGES 



ALL AVAILABLE 

AT AMAZING 

PRICES 


Mien 


SAMSUNG 


OPEN TO THE 
TRADE AND PUBLIC 


14 Hagley Road, FHalesowen, West Midlands B63 4RG 

Tel: 0121 550 9800 Mob: 07872 606 363 

Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 


17 Banner Street, Cradley FHeath, B63 2SL 

Tel 01384 413590 
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SLintii 

YerOcaf Mod Specialist 


www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 

Fabrics only Service available 


Conservatories from £300 | Average Semi from £350 


Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

10 Wassell Road, Hasbury, 

Halesowen B63 4LF 

Showrooms also at: 

• Albert Street, Oldbury, 

West Midlands B69 4DB 

• Bearwood Indoor Market 






MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock »Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

























































thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Left to Die, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman devotes herself to freeing her wrongfully 
convicted mother from a brutal Ecuador prison. Fact- 
based drama, starring Barbara Hershey. (2012) 

TUESDAY 

A Simple Plan, BBC1,11.40pm 

Two brothers and a friend stumble on a fortune in 
unmarked small dollar bills in the wreckage of a plane 
and decide to squirrel it away for themselves. 

However, the strain of keeping the cache secret takes 
its toll as guilt, paranoia and greed change their 
relationship for ever. Sam Raimi’s psychological 
thriller, starring Bill Paxton. (1998) 

WEDNESDAY 

Too Late to Say Goodbye, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her husband is having an affair 
and confides in a mystery man she meets on the 
internet. When her spouse’s lover dies under 
suspicious circumstances, she fears he may have 
murdered her - or that her online friend is not as 
trustworthy as he appears. Drama, starring Stefanie 
von Pfetten, Rob Lowe and Yannick Bisson. (2009) 



THURSDAY 

Final Recourse, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A wealthy businesswoman spirals into substance 
abuse as a way of dealing with a tragedy, and, in the 
haze of a drunken stupor, she is kidnapped. Held in a 
makeshift prison by her captors, she goes through the 
agony of drug and alcohol withdrawal, before 
managing to escape and return home to her family. It’s 
only then, however, that she realises someone close 
to home may have been behind her abduction. 

Thriller, starring Teri Polo and Chazz Palminteri. (2013) 

FRIDAY 

Eagle Eye, BBC1,11.55pm 

Two strangers find themselves on the run from the 
authorities when they receive mysterious phone calls 
informing them their lives are in danger. They are 
forced to follow the instructions of a woman who is 
tracking their every move, while at the same time 
trying to discover who is behind the conspiracy. 
Thriller, sl&tfltigfShia LaBeouf. (2 &B0. . 


Derren Pushes things 
on to another level 


D id your parents ask the 
question: “if they told you to 
jump off a roof, would you?’.’ 
Well, Derren Brown is putting that 
notion to the test this evening (sort of), 
as he returns to TV with arguably his 
most his most ambitious experiment 
to date - The Push. 

But rather than directly instruct 
someone to jump from a great height, 
in this brand-new one-off 
psychological experiment, the multi 
award-winning illusionist is aiming to 
persuade an unwitting member of the 
public to push another person off a 
roof, seemingly to their death. 

According to Brown, this illusion will 
investigate the powers of social 
compliance and how authority, peer 
pressure or ideology can be used to 
make people carry out horrific acts. 

Brown believes that when 
confronted with authority, our natural 
instinct is to unflinchingly obey. 

‘The world of social compliance is a 
deeply fascinating one and hopefully 
we will take the viewer on a journey 
that will be disturbing and entertaining 
in equal measure,” he says. 


His subject is Chris Kingston, a 
29-year-old member of the public who 
is unaware he’s being filmed or 
manipulated at a distance, and the 
setting is the gala launch night of a 
fictitious new charity called Push. 

Since the first broadcast of his first 
TV show Derren Brown: Mind Control 
in 2000, Brown has become 
increasingly well know. 

His touring shows, as well as his TV 
specials often have fans eager with 
anticipation about what the 44-year- 
old is going to do next, and he has 
just finished a nationwide tour of his 
latest show Miracle in which he looked 
at the work of Christian evangelicals 
and their supposed healing powers. 

The master entertainer is almost 
unrecognisable from the spiky haired, 
goatee-bearded magician sort of a 
decade years ago. 

But he looks back on his growing 
back catalogue of work with great 
pride, and two shows in particular 
stand out for him: 

‘Apocalypse and Hero At 30,000 Ft,” 
he says. 

‘The fun of setting up and executing 


what were essentially huge practical 
jokes, and the impact the shows 
made on their protagonists’ lives, 
made them my personal favourites. 

“I’ve remained close to both of the 
guys involved and they continue to do 
well.” 

This show should follow along 
similar lines, but whether or not Brown 
will still be on friendly terms with 
Kingston after basically duping him 
into an act of attempted murder this 
evening, remains to be seen. 

The trickster’s power to persuade 
and enthral is still as strong as ever, 
but he insists there is nothing 
malicious about anything that he does. 

“I am often dishonest in my 
techniques but I’m always honest 
about my dishonesty,” he states. 

One thing’s for sure, after an hour 
watching him tonight you will once 
again be sat perplexed, asking that 
age-old Brown question: “How has he 
done that?” 

So sit back, take a deep breath, and 
try to get your grey matter around how 
he has pulled off his latest act of 
Derren-do. 



Derren Brown: Pushed To The Edge, Tuesday, Channel 4, 9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

How To Lose Weight Well 
Channel 4,8pm 

New series. In Britain, around 11 million people - 
almost one in six of the population - are on some 
form of diet; many in a bid to slim down for a 
particular event. In this programme, Dr Xand van 
Tulleken and dietician Hala El-Shafie help six 
people go on the most hyped and written about 
diets on the market, with the volunteers divided into 
Crashers on short-term regimens, Shape Shifters 
on six-week programmes, and Life Changers on 
four-month plans. In the first episode, Katie and 
Rachael want to slim down before a weekend 
getaway, and have just 10 days to do so. 

TUESDAY 
Stargazing 2016 
BBC2, 9pm 

Just under a month ago, Professor Brian Cox and 
the ever-inquisitive Dara O Briain headed up the 
BBC’s coverage of Tim Peake’s journey to the 
International Space Station. Now they’re back, and 
although a new run of Stargazing Live might not be 
quite as nail-biting, it remains hugely entertaining 
for astronomers and plucky amateurs alike. Here’s 
hoping they get plenty of clear skies when they take 
up residence at Jodrell Bank Observatory in 



WEDNESDAY 

Mary Portas: Secret Shopper 
Channel 4,8pm 

When it comes to getting the lowdown on 
Britain’s high street, nobody does it better 
than Mary Portas. Last week, she began a 
new run of this series, in which she works 
with some of our best-known brands, as 
well as more obscure firms, to give 
shoppers the kind of service they deserve. 
This time around, Portas heads off to Kent, 
where hair salon Shobie and Co is in 
trouble thanks to an ever-widening rift 
between the staff and the business’s 
owners. This regularly results in foul- 
mouthed rants on the shop floor, which 
is driving customers away. It’s Portas’ 
job to get everyone singing from the 
same hymn sheet, although that could 
be easier said than done. However, if she 
doesn’t succeed, it’s likely that Shobie and 
Co will be no more. 


Cheshire for the next three nights. Stay tuned when 
the programme finishes at 10pm for spin-off show 
Stargazing: Back to Earth, in which the duo lead a 
discussion with experts and the studio audience 
about all things astronomical. 


THURSDAY 
Birds of a Feather 
I TV, 8.30pm 

When the first episode of this sitcom aired all the 
way back in 1989, it saw Tracey discovering that 
her husband Darryl owed his fortune to his sideline 
as an armed robber rather than his day 
job building conservatories. So 
somehow it seems strangely fitting 
that this week, Tracey gets home 
from her ex’s funeral to discover 
the house has been burgled. 
However, the family don’t have 
long to reflect on the irony of the 
situation, as they decide to track 
down their possessions instead. 
It’s a quest that takes them to a 
snooker hall, a pawnbroker, 
and perhaps somewhat 
more unexpectedly, the 
infamous Theydon Boys 
drag club. 


FRIDAY 
That’s So 1985 
Channel 5,8pm 

2016 has only 
""*^1 just started, but 


Channel 5 is already inviting us to cast our minds 
back to an earlier time, when Sinclair C5’s briefly 
looked like the future of transport, and Bob Geldof 
caused almost as much as a stir for swearing on live 
TV as he did for trying to tackle famine in Ethiopia. 
Yes, this nostalgic new series looking at eight key 
years from the 1980s and 1990s begins with a look 
at 1985, one of the most remarkable years of the 
decade. As well as reminiscing about such pop 
culture highlights as Live Aid, Nick Kamen disrobing 
in a laundrette to sell jeans, and the launch of MTV, 
the programme also examines some of the more 
serious events making headlines. It recalls how the 
world of football was shaken by two major tragedies, 
the political changes taking place in Russia, and the 
sinking of the Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior. 

Shetland 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. On board the Aberdeen to Shetland 
ferry, a woman witnesses an altercation between 
two men - one of whom subsequently goes 
missing. Later, a young boy is admitted to intensive 
care after consuming pills he mistook for sweets 
found on the beach. Dl Jimmy Perez searches the 
shoreline and recovers a rucksack containing more 
pills and a ferry ticket - which a hooded figure tries 
to snatch from him. 


Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• NEW: Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• NEW: Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 



V V wv 

ECOPlPE 

l-'lumbing 4 Heating SolJtiors 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE, NO JOB TOO SMALL 

I j =1JIM ! I 

www.ecopipeheating.co.uk ecopipe@live.co.uk 

ALL AREAS COVERED 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM No.359 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

B 

2 

G 

3 

K 

C 

5 

Y 

6 z 

M 

8 

N 

9 E 

10 

T 

w 

12 

O 

13 

L 

14 

X 

15 

A 

16 

R 

17 

1 

18 

D 

19 

J 

20 

F 

21 

V 

22 

s 

23 

P 

24 

u 

25 

Q 

26 

H 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. It enables one to 


follow the lines laid 
down (7,6) 

8. Professor? (8) 

9. They may be slow - 
wise, too (4) 

10. Animals at the 
wheel? (6) 

12. Likely to get 
agreeing (2,4) 

14. Afraid of such 
cadres (6) 

16. Sort of look from 
the batsman? (6) 
18. Where Thomas the 
bighead is buried 
(4) 

20. Time to jump? (4,4) 
22. Take court action, 
but don’t expect it 
free (6,1,6) 


Down 

1. The way to cite 
arrangement as 
exciting pity (8) 

2. Fish I get in position 

( 6 ) 

3. A tree in the hand 

(4) 

4. Status as a 
candidate (8) 

5. Where pupils grow 
in our eyes (6) 

6. Transaction in 
wood? (4) 

11. They don’t intend 
one to go bare¬ 
backed (8) 

13. It’s as you were 
without small coins 
(2,6) 

15. Snub polish again 

( 6 ) 

17. In company, 

waywardly conceals 
it by whatever 
means (6) 

19. A row in the making 

(4) 

21 . Chief curved 
structure (4) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Diverse (13) 

8. Disdain (8) 

9. Inquires (4) 

10. Be there (6) 

12. Close tightly (6) 
14. Thrust (6) 

16. Pass (6) 

18. Annoying child (4) 
20. Dawn (4-4) 

22. Impartial (13) 


Down 

1. Newsman (8) 

2. Alight (6) 

3. Shape (4) 

4. Feeler (8) 

5. Discount (6) 

6. Twilight (4) 

11. Frail (8) 

13. Patron (8) 

15. Decomposed (6) 
17. Admission (6) 
19. Incursion (4) 

21. Protection (4) 


5 




4 




7 

3 



2 




1 

8 


1 

9 



7 

5 






8 


3 



1 


2 

1 





8 


7 



5 


6 



9 


5 

7 


3 


8 

6 


1 

4 




8 



2 





5 




3 



LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Snip; 8 Imposition; 9 Short¬ 
age; 10 Reap; 12 Swords; 14 Stolon; 15 Stoves; 

17 Better; 18 Then; 19 Derision; 21 Minute-book; 
22 Eddy. Down: 2 Night-watch; 3 Pier; 4 Spears; 
5 Assess; 6 Start out; 7 Snap; 11 Above-board; 
13 Ravenous; 16 Sodden; 17 Barrow; 18 Tome; 

20 Sake. QUICK - Across: 1 Sway; 8 Amelio¬ 
rate; 9 Economic; 10 Type; 12 Script; 14 Stress; 
15 Paused; 17 Punish; 18 Etna; 19 Malapert; 

21 Discretion; 22 Gate. Down: 2 Witchcraft; 3 
Yawn; 4 Permit; 5 Pisces; 6 Brethren; 7 Dene; 11 
Postscript; 13 Instance; 16 Dampen; 17 Pallid; 

18 Ends; 20 Pang. 


1. Of which planet is Rhea is satellite? 

2. Where, precisely, is the Sargasso Sea? 

3. In which American state is the city of 
Yonkers? 

4. What sort of a bird is a wryneck? 

5. How did British soldier Orde Wingate 
die? 


6. What is the fifth note of a musical 
scale? 

7. What is scrimshaw? 

8. Which architect designed the 1851 
Crystal Palace? 

9. In Australian slang, what does ‘the good 
oil’ mean? 

10. What is a gibus? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Spain; 2 Wystan Hugh; 3 Cuba; 

4 The person in charge of moving and 
setting up camera tracks and scenery; 

5 Daedalus; 6 Skirt-like garment worn by 
Polynesians; 7 Leo; 8 1971; 9 Orchid; 

10 Terence Rattigan. 

Niner: DIPLOMATS 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

1234 gives a girl’s name, 

98962 gives another girl’s name, 

79543 gives a boy’s name. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 


Express & Star 


cv 



= 


online 


job 

V, 

Xr 

search 



^ A 






advice 


DO YO U NEED H E L P 
T O _C L 1^1 B T H AT* 
C A R E E R LADDER? I 


REGISTER YOUR CV AND FIND YOUR PERFECT JOB 


REGISTER YOUR CV TODAY 


J0BS.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM 



FOLLOW US ON TWITTER@RECRUITMENTSTAR 



MNA Media 





























































































































Estate agents you can trust 


For most of us buying or selling a home is the 
most expensive - and stressful - thing we will 
ever do. 

Some research has even found people 
claiming it was more painful that being made 
redundant, getting divorced or even going 
bankrupt. 

So it is absolutely vital to make the right choice 
when deciding whether to use a traditional 
estate agent, an online house selling website, 
one of the new ‘hybrid’ agents or even just 
going it alone. 

And if you decide to use an estate agent, it is 
equally vital to make sure you choose the right 
one for you. 

The best way to be reassured that you are 
putting yourself in good hands is to look out for 
the NAEA logo. 

The National Association of Estate Agents is 
the UK’s leading professional body for estate 
agency personnel, being part of a group 
representing 13,000 members who practice 
across all aspects of property services both in 
the UK and overseas. 

These include residential and commercial sales 
and lettings, property management, business 
transfer, auctioneering and land. The NAEA is 
also a sister organisation to the Association of 
Residential Letting Agents (ARLA). 

NAEA is dedicated to the goal of 
professionalism within all aspects of property, 
estate agency and land. Its aim is to reassure 
the general public that by appointing an NAEA 
member to represent them they will receive in 
return the highest level of integrity and service 
for all property matters. Both NAEA and ARLA 



members are bound by a vigorously enforced 
Code of Practice and adhere to professional 
Rules of Conduct. Failure to do so can result 
in heavy financial penalties and possible 
expulsion from the associations. 

With house prices back on the up, largely 
because demand for homes currently far 
outweighs the supply, the property market 
has become even more of a minefield than in 
previous years. 

Mark Flayward, managing director at the 
National Association of Estate Agents, says: “In 
such a lively market, it’s important that agents 
are delivering exceptional standards of service. 


“Consumers need to ensure that they are 
looking for the NAEA logo in estate agents’ 
windows, doors and on websites. NAEA 
agents integrate high quality and best practice 
services in to everything they do. 

“They are regulated and adhere to a strict code 
of practice. Whilst problems can and do arise 
during the process of buying or selling a home, 
using a NAEA agent will put consumers’ minds 
at ease that any issues can be dealt with in a 
professional and safe manner.” 

Research carried out by the association for 
its Look for the Logo campaign found nearly 
two thirds - 60 per cent - of home buyers and 


Problems 
faced by 
the buyer 
and seller 


sells had faced problems with their estate 
agents over the last five years, but 39 per cent 
had not considered whether their agents were 
regulated or not That meant their agent might 
not have been signed up to a code of conduct 
or have any regulatory body over seeing them. 
More than a third of those taking part in 
the survey (37 per cent) admitted that their 
problems could have been avoided if their 
agent was better regulated. 

The biggest complaint from the UK’s property 
market was the fact that their estate agent had 
bad communication skills - either not calling 
them back, or chasing them too much (21 per 
cent). A further one in seven (14 per cent) felt 
as though their agent didn’t care about them. 
An additional 13 per cent claimed that their 
estate agent had not told them about known 
faults in properties they were looking at. 

Mark Hayward said: “Buying a property is the 
biggest purchase and financial commitment 
of your life, and can be an overwhelming 
experience. It takes a lot of hard work and 
research to ensure you are ticking all the right 
boxes, and no doubt people come across 
many challenges along the way. An estate 
agent should really be there to help this 
process, not hinder, and therefore the choice of 
which agent to go with is an important one. 
“With the extensive administrative tasks and 
processes involved in buying or selling a 
home, communication between agents and 
homeowners is essential. It’s the estate agents’ 
role to make these processes seem as pain- 
free and seamless as possible, which regulated 
agents endeavour to do.” 



NAEA 

National Association of 
Estate Agents 


Bad communication - either not calling 
enough, or chasing too much: 21 per 
cent 

Buyer or seller felt as if the agent didn’t 
care about them: 14 per cent 
Not being informed about known 
property faults, e.g. - structural issues, 
damp, etc: 13 per cent 
Making promises they could not keep: 11 
per cent 

Being too pressurising: 10 per cent 
Over exaggerating a property 
description: 10 per cent 
Over pricing a property that a buyer is 
interested in: nine per cent 
Feeling as if the agent was dishonest: 
nine per cent 

The agent not having all the information 
the buyer or seller needed e.g. service 
charges, council tax: eight per cent 
Not being able to contact the agent: 
eight per cent 

Not putting the right offers to vendors: six 
per cent 

Agents forgetting who the buyer or seller 
was (too many buyers or sellers on the 
agents’ books at one time): six per cent 



She's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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"humberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



I £189,950 

| BEARWOOD | 

£495,000 

| BEARWOOD I 

£199,950| 



| £165,000 

| BEARWOOD | 

£279,950 

| QUINTON 1 

£159,950| 




LOOK AT SOME OF WHAT WE DID IN 2015 

IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME DON’T DELAY, CALL US TODAY FOR A 
“NO OBLIGATION MARKET APPRAISAL” OF YOUR PROPERTY 

WE ENVISAGE 2016 BEING VERY BUSY WITH MANY MORE BUYERS 
NOW REGISTERING, SO WHY NOT MAKE SURE YOU ARE ONE 
OF THE FIRST SELLERS TO BENEFIT 


* NO SALE NO FEE * NO UPFRONT FEES 

* NO WITHDRAWAL FEES 


ING HUMBERSTONES HOMES? 


2 LOCAL BRANCHES 
FLOORPLANS 
RIGHTMOVE LISTING 


■ QUALITY EYE CATCHING WINDOW DISPLAYS 

■ PROMINENT HIGH STREET OFFICES 

■ FRIENDLY KNOWLEDGABLE STAFF 


• COMPETITIVE FEES 

• PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 

• FULLY RESPONSIVE WEBSITE 




BEARWOOD 


£184,950 





BEARWOOD 


BEARWOOD 


D1567 


D1523 


BEARWOOD 


D1315 



FIND OUR PROPERTIES 


(J)nThe/V\arketc 


A LICENCED MEMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF ESTATE AGENTS 


NAEA 































































PROPERTY 


This traditional home 
has lots of features 



I! 






THIS immaculately present¬ 
ed traditional semi-detached 
is at Toys Lane, Halesowen. 

For sale through Hicks Hadley at 
£179,950, it has parking for several 
cars, rear garden and gas central heat¬ 
ing. French doors leading to original 
wooden door with stained glass, en¬ 
trance hall with storage, lounge with a 
feature open fire, dining room leading 
to a patio. The kitchen has integrated 
electric double oven, electric hob, inte¬ 
grated freezer, fridge, dishwasher and 
washing machine. The master bed¬ 
room has fitted wardrobes, and there 
are two further bedrooms and bath¬ 
room. Contact Hicks Hadley on 0121 
585 6667, visit www.hickshadley.com 



Characterful mid-terrace 
cottage priced £224,950 




A CHARACTERFUL mid-ter¬ 
raced cottage in Sugar Loaf 
Lane, Ismere, near Stour¬ 
bridge, is for sale through 
Phipps & Pritchard with Mc¬ 
Cartneys at £224,950. 

It has a breakfast/dining kitchen 
with a beamed ceiling, tiled flooring, 
a feature alcove and a refurbished 
multi-fuel burner and space for range 
cooker, a utility room a re-fitted and re¬ 
furbished bathroom which is tiled and 
has a white suite and a white ladder-ef¬ 
fect radiator, a characterful lounge 
with a refurbished multi-fuel burning 
stove, a rear inner hall and a porch. 

There is a first floor landing, bed¬ 
room one is en-suite with wardrobes, 
bedroom two has exposed wooden floor¬ 
boards. There is a front garden, paved 
terrace, rear garden with brick shed. 

Contact 01562 822244 or visit www. 
phi ppsandpritchard.co.uk website. 



Hicks Hadley oiaTsTS 

Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 




BIRMINGHAM, Orion Building£800 pcm+Fees 

A fantastic opportunity to rent a fully furnished apartment 
in the heart of Birmingham City Centre. This 1 bed modern 
property overlooking the Mailbox features open plan living 
with 24 hour concierge service and secure underground 
parking (permit required), double glazed and electric heating. 
Viewings hjghl^gcommendec^PC^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Hunnington Crescent£750 pcm+Fees 
Centrally located to Halesowen. This immaculate property 
which is not to be missed features 4 good size bedrooms, 
1 large reception room, fitted kitchen with dishwasher and 
fridge freezer, house bathroom with shower, conservatory, 
block pave^rivewa^n^arag^PC^^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Long Lane £650 pcm+Fees 

A Victorian style semi detached house in this very convenient 
& popular location. This lovely property has recently been 
refurbished and comprises of: entrance hall with Minton 
flooring, front dining room, lounge, fitted kitchen, utility 
room, 3 good size bedrooms, bathroom with shower and rear 
garden. 



BRIERLEY HILL, Wychbury Road£625 pcm+Fees 
This lovely semi detached house has been recently refurbished 
to a high standard & comprises of hall, extended lounge & 
kitchen, dining room, 3 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
tandem garage, front and rear gardens, central heating and 
double glazinc^EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wallace Rise£575 pcm+Fees 
A beautifully refurbished 3 bedroom end terraced house. This 
lovely home is situated on the Timbertree Estate and ideal for 
local schools and bus links. The house features 2 large & 1 
single bedrooms, front reception room, brand new kitchen/ 
dining area, new bathroom with shower, good size private 
rear aardejmmac^aitdnc^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


I 



HALESOWEN, Cherry Street£550 pcm+Fees 

A well presented modern build property within walking distance 
to the Town Centre. This unfurnished mid terrace house features: 
living room, dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms, house bathroom with 
shower, rear garden, gas central heating, double glazing and rear 
parking. This property is ideally located for Newfield Park Primary, 
Halesowe^oHege^indsomic^arMfigl^choo^PC^^^ 



STOURBRIDGE, Oak Park Road£525 pcm+Fees 


Been recent redecorated and close to local buses to 
Kingswinford, Stourbridge and a short walk from Amblecote, 
is this 2 bedroom semi-detached house, comprising of: 2 
bedrooms, 2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, study/storage 
room, house bathroom with shower, driveway parking and an 
eridosechgayaitier^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Wassell Road£795 pcm+Fees 

A lovely furnished to suit semi-detached house in central 
Halesowen which features: entrance porch, lounge, fully 
fitted kitchen with appliances, covered side entrance, private 
rear garden, 3 good size bedrooms, large bathroom with 
shower over bath, garage & driveway. Also benefiting from 
gas centraHieatin^n^oubl^lazin^PCJB^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Richmond Street£675 pcm+Fees 

A spacious and well presented 3 bedroom semi detached property in the 
heart of Halesowen. This lovely family home benefits from gas central 
heating and double glazing and briefly offers: Entrance hall, dining room, 
fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, landing, 3 good size bedrooms, re-fitted 
family bathroom and an additional w.c. To the front of the property is off 
road parkin^oj^ai^n^^h^eai^iere^aijei^PC^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Timbertree Crescent£650 pcm+Fees 
A lovely 3 bedroom semi-detached house is situated in a desirable 
location close to Haden Hill Park. Entrance hallway leading to front lounge, 
large modern kitchen/dining area with patio doors leading to private rear 
garden, side enclosed entrance with downstairs w.c, storage cupboard, 
3 good size bedrooms, stylish white bathroom with shower, gas central 
heatina. ^ron^ai^er^vitt^nvewa^^vallabj^TTi^Jul^^PC^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, Hag ley Road £595 pcm+Fees 

A superb 2 bedroom flat in central Halesowen. This property 
has been fully refurbished to a very high standard and must 
be seen to be appreciated. Private secure entrance with alarm, 
large lounge, stunning kitchen/dining area with appliances, 
utility room/downstairs w.c, 2 bedrooms, shower room, rear 



HALESOWEN, Waugh Drive£575 pcm+Fees 

Luxury living in Hayley Green. A superb 1st floor apartment 


offering spacious accommodation including fitted kitchen 
with appliances, lounge, 2 double bedrooms, triple double 
glazing to front of apartment, electric storage heating, 
allocatec^3addnc^vailabl^OT^PCJB(^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Princess Crescent£550 pcm+Fees 

A very well presented 1st floor apartment available in 
this popular and convenient location in a corner cul-de- 
sac position, briefly comprising of a modern kitchen with 
appliances, good size lounge, 2 good size bedrooms, 
bathroom with shower, garage & parking for 2 vehicles. 
Available immediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



BRIERLEY HILL, Grosvenor Way£525 pcm+Fees 


Located on a popular estate close to Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre. This 3 bedroom property features: large lounge, 
fitted kitchen with oven/hob and washing machine, 1 double 
bedroom and 2 singles, bathroom with shower over bath, 
low maintenance rear garden, communal parking area. Also 
benefitin^ron^lectnUieatint^ncUloubl^lazinc^PC^^ 


KINGSWINFORD, Mount Pleasant£775 pcm+Fees 
Absolutely fantastic and not too be missed. Within the catchment 
area for Glynne Primary School and Summerhill Secondary School. 
This huge semi-detached home has 2 reception rooms, large modern 
kitchen, 2 double bedrooms and 1 single bedroom, conservatory, 
downstairs WC. This property has recently under gone a full makeover. 
Viewing i^ssentiaH^ggreciat^h^iz^Uhi^ious^PCJS^^ 



BARTLEY GREEN, Ludford Road£650 pcm+Fees 
Located in the Woodgate area. Ideally situated for Woodgate 
Primary School, this newly decorated 3 large bedroom 
terraced house features fitted kitchen, large lounge, house 
bathroom with shower, separate w.c, rear garden with storage 
shed. availabl^iov^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 



HALESOWEN, Hunnington Crescent£625 pcm+Fees 
Recently redecorated and carpeted. This huge 3 bedroom town 
house has had a full redecoration, carpets and boiler. This house 
will not stay around for long as its so close to Halesowen Town 
Centre. Featuring 3 bedrooms, a large lounge with stunning 
views, bathroom with shower, driveway and garage parking, 
dMQStah^^malHOTnTiaintenanc^ayardej^PC^^^ 



BARTLEY GREEN, Trimpley Road£595 pcm+Fees 
Located in the Woodgate area ideally situated for Woodgate 
Primary School, this newly decorated 2 bedroom end terraced 
house features fitted kitchen, large lounge, house bathroom 
with shower, separate w.c, rear garden, driveway for several 
cars. 



CRADLEY HEATH, Victoria Gardens£575 pcm+Fees 
This modern home is in a sought after area for Old Hill train 
station, local shops and bus links. The house features 2 
double bedrooms, spacious lounge with patio doors leading 
to a rear garden, bathroom with shower and parking for 1 
car. EPC: C 



HALESOWEN, Southwick Road£530 pcm-tfees 
Located minutes from Blackheath Town Centre and a short 
drive away from the M5 J2. This refurbished 2 bed mid- 
terraced house features a brand new fitted kitchen, 2 lovely 
reception rooms, private rear garden, white bathroom suite 
withshowei^^oubl^edmoms^jma^aildn^PC^^ 

r— - - • 



HALESOWEN, Brett Young Close£450 pcm+Fees 

Situated within a few minutes walk of Halesowen Town Centre 
and local bus station for buses into Birmingham City Centre. 
This well presented 1st floor apartment, comprising of 1 double 
bedroom with built in wardrobes, fitted kitchen with integrated 
appliances, house bathroom with shower, cosy lounge, double 
glazing. jja^entraHieatin^n^Mlocate^aildn^ac^PC^ 
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Local Specialist! 


& 


X V & 1 


Appliance Repairs 


EMiflnD 

and all White Goods 

“Don't go and m 

buy a new one, 
gee it repaired,.." 


14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 


tllfiBiiil&id 



Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 4228594 
07985548466 


Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC r i 3] 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT ~ ' I 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs 10 
complete rooms 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES 

0121 422 8594 or 
07985 548466 


Double Glazing 


Fencing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


Ulork (Hmmtnj dlazing 


Contact US for a FBEf quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of \mtdh 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

/f / &*tesuu4, eJJ(i i t tuwd&u/A. 

^ w UuU tuoWt codt tUe. eG/Ult S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 ^ 

www.blackcountryglazing.coni 

tnt.rSN |FENSA| 
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Electricians 



IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lig 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: j 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 



Fencing o Gates 



All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 



013S4 242891 or 07970 300586 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


Domestic 

Industrial 

Commercial 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 

Rewires/Part Rewires 

Additional Sockets 

Shower Replacements 

Intruder Alarms 

Security Lights 

Storage Heaters 

Electric Cooker Repairs 

Visit our website for more services 

1 6 Years E 


• Supply Install 

Repair Roller 

• Up and Over Sectional 

Side Hinged Remote Control 

Made to measure Doors 

• FREE Survey & Quotation 


www.dbshutters. co. uk 

Tel: 0121 422 1990 Mob: 07860 858378’ 



4— - +— Ol 384 278471 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


PAINTER & 
DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
0.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




MOT’S 

L 

M 

£2' 

with tl 
FREE 

Green Garage, Unit 1 

(rear of Cold Cue snooker Club 

0121 55S 

OT 

7.99 

lis advert 
RE-TEST 

!a station Road, 

), Blackheath, B65 OLJ 

1 6001 

ET3 



MB ^electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mamm 

local service call: . 




Gardening 



ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 



R & S Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
I General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Dal’s Gardening 8c 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


Oven Cleaning 




For a friendly local independent 

oven cleaning service 

CLEANOVEN 

We clean all types of domestic 
ovens, cookers, traditional stoves, 
hobs, extractors and microwaves 

(^atl ud fan <z ‘p'R.SS quote 

Tel: 01384 393168 

Mobile Anytime: 07713163060 




Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

l_ U IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs aest^ 
Supply and fit or fit only L 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
^—www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 



Driveways 




Whether you require a Traditional or a a 
Contemporary Driveway 
We Cater for all Budgets 

• Block Paving - Walls & Patios - Tarmac 
• Landscaping - Turfing • All types of Groundwork 
• Cleaning, Sealing and Repairs 

OFFICE: 0121 667 3449 01562 814580 
DIRECT: 07490001616 LOCAL: 0845 626 2449 


|W|W,W.9 NTE RlAYDRIV/EWAY STGO m 
WE’LL BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE! 


To advertise your business and reach more than 41,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319590 


m 


E-mail us at... 

mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk 


m 


Post to... 

Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
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If Local Specialists 


Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Heating Services 

130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

• Central Heating 

• Gas Fitting . 

• Cooker Repairs 

• Gas Appliance 
Servicing 

• Boiler 
Maintenance 

& Repairs . 

• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 

'“ons FREE QUOTES A 

• Family Run P7T71 SB 

Business “““ ™ L. 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 003 0006 

www.gassafel .com 


ESb EteeiHEg & POnnMag 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 


Alsc^/Varranty on Vailliant up to 10 years and Worcester 6 years | 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 ^ 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 



Property Maintenance 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 
★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 

★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

mmrnm< 


iffiifirTira 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


KS 
r SERVICES 

i All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

3|0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 



Roofing 



Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 608 3522 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 


Skip Hire 



[MaaEsaaMBUME 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


Scrap cars _____ 
REMOVED FOR FREE 




Wednesbury 

Kitchens 

• Kitchen and Bathroom 
Installation 

• Building Works 

• Extensions • Plastering 
•Tiling • Carpentry 

• Painting and Decorating 

• Plumbing and 
Electrical Works 

45 Lower High Street, 
Wednesbury 

0121 505 3334 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

* Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmj 




Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION fJM 
Mini Digger & P j 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


r 


Plumbing & Heating 


(ft* Plumb Serve 

- Plumbing & Heating SPECIALISTS 


Special Offer Boiler Service £50 


• Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste • Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 

• Full Bathroom, En Suites Installed • Boiler Install, Serviced & Repaired 

• Drainage Unblocked/Repaired • Landlord Safety Checks 

• Radiators Fitted/Removed • Full Central Heating Systems 


Ifl Call us on... ~ 

In E-mail us at... 1| 

PI Post to... 1 

III 01902319590 A 

||_ mark.moore@expressandstar.co.uk J | 

Ll Mark Moore, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake I 
^ Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB J 



Dates in YOUR reqion 


Women seeking men 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 


SAMANTHA, 42yrs, seeks gent 
for festive season, doesnHI want 
to be along again. Age/looks 
unimportant, GSOH essential. 
Box: 4140774. Text only. 

JANE, young 41, very broad¬ 
minded seeks chap any age for 
discreet no strings fun, any age, 
no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 
0906 515 3008 Box: 409715 
ANN,38, very attractive female, 
N/S, positive attitude to life, 
WLTM similar kind male with a 
lot of get up and go for romance 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420355 ® 
MAUREEN, discreet sensual 
lady, 42yrs seeks daytime fun at 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3015 Box: 405297 
YVONNE, single mum, happy 
with life, but would like to meet 
someone to share fun times with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 | 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 

413399 

JACKIE lonely and looking for 
male company, 48-65. Need a bit 
of love and affection? Then I’m 
your girl, call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418169 ® 
FELICITY, 38yrs, attractive, 
petite but shapely lady seeks 
gent for indoor activities! 
Age/looks/marital status 

unimportant but must be discreet 
and non demanding. Tel: 0906 
515 3023 Box 420235 
SARAH, curvaceous brunette, 
35, passionate nature, solvent, 
OHAC, WLTM date again, 
looking for male to take me out. 
Looks/Age unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420207 | 

JAN 35yr old blue eyed blonde, 
outgoing, friendly, WLTM 
passionate guy to share good 
wine, good conversation, flirting 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418609® 
LOUISE, pretty hairdresser, 
works long hours, finds it hard to 
meet a boyfriend, 34yrs, own flat. 
Text only to Mailbox no: 
4192572 

LYN, 43, divorced very lonely 
single mum, young looking, slim, 
attractive, WLTM similar male for 
companionship. 

Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418795® 

JENNI, single mum seeks single 
dad, own home, can 
accommodate and loves spoiling 
her man. Text only to Mailbox 
no:4115108 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, 
long hair, brown eyes, generous 
curves, would love to spend cosy 
nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

417985 ® 

ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, 
long-haired music loving female, 
with many interests including 
dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to 
Mailbox no: 5345662 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or 
single. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 419673 

CHLOE pretty single female 
36yrs, dark hair/eyes, slim build, 
very lonely and looking for 
reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420359 ® 

DISCREET man wanted by 
married lady for no strings fun. 
I'm called Sarah and am 37yrs. 
Pis call, ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
3007 Box 418167 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 


CATHY, 42, good looking 
brunette with a real passion for 
life, seeking male for happy 
times, dates, chats, romance and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420175® 

TARA 22 tall slim but curvy with 
legs that go all the way up to 
heaven, WLTM very appreciative 
confident male for adult fun. 
Contact me anytime. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

414701 ® 

SUSANNAH, 48, cljrvy female, 

romantic, warm and cuddly, 
seeks similar kind male for a 
loving relationship with lots of 
cuddles and kisses. Looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 ® 

LUCY, 32, blonde, tall and slim, 
looking for a casual fling, nothing 
serious. Discretion needed and 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420237 
KELLY young attractive 
vivacious 48yr old lady, loves 
good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for 
mutual companionship Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

420195 ® 


Men seeking women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


HANDSOME guy, 49, seeks 
attractive, younger female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:316752 
TALL dark, good looking male, 
53, seeks attractive female for 
daytime fun and exciting times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 



YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



ATTRACTIVE male, 54, seeks 
attractive female for daytime fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
407915 

TALL, dark, slim, attractive guy, 
48, seeks attractive female for no 
strings fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 299904 
ATTRACTIVE male, late 4(7?’ 

seeks attractive female for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 311713 
TALL, dark, attractive guy 50, 
seeks attractive, tactile female 
for fun, excitement and lots of 
attention. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:314219 
WIDOWER 70 plus, seeking 
female for friendship. Love me 
love my dog. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417439 
WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good 
career, likes gym. Looking for a 
lady who likes stimulating 
conversation and times. Tel No: 
0906 515 4345 Box No: 419829 
MICHAEL, school teacher, very 
shy and lonely, 42yrs, own 
home, car, seeks genuine caring 
lady. Text only to Mailbox no: 
4156561 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark 
brown hair, green eyes, seeks 
genuine female for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 418809® 

HAPPY man 59 looking for a 
lady to share the good times. I 
enjoy cinema, eating out, pubs 
and holidays in hot places. Text 
only to mailbox no: 4618385 
LONELY and broken male seeks 
female to show me what love is. 
Text only to mailbox no: 
5345658 

VERY useful, attractive 58 yr old, 
GSOH, six foot tall, nice build, 
n/s, genuine, tactile, fit and 
sporty, looking for a women for 
nights in and out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420135 ® 
COLIN 61, lorry driver, 5'10", 
blue eyes, kind hearted, 
romantic, hobbies include 
growing fuchsia's for showing 
and I have a vintage tractor that 
I play with from time to time. 
Looking for similar who's up for a 
lot of fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 418463® 

COLIN 48, seeks cuddly large 
big beautiful woman 45 to 55 for 
LTR, love, romance, hopefully 
likes cuddles, kisses, holding 
hands. Text only to Mailbox no: 
5308886 


How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 381 5936 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

Or Text... reply26 (leave 

space) box number (leave space) and 
then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in 
touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per message (Max 160 charac¬ 
ters). You must exchange 7 messages 
each before you can swap contact 
details. Messages may be moderated 
for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your phone company’s access charge. 

PLUS you can also listen to other 
members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


TALL attractive Shrewsbury 
male, 54, seeks attractive female 
for fun and excitement in the 
daytime. Discretion assured. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
411823 

52YRS old guy genuine down to 
earth looking for Mrs right for 
nights in and out, walking, 
cooking, lives life to the full. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5331215 
MALE looking to meet a nice 
lady for fun times to spend with. 
I am 72 and would like to meet a 
lady between 60 and 70. Text 
only to Mailbox no: 5332896 
COLIN, five foot eight, blue eyes, 
bundle of fun to be around, likes 
growing fuchsias for showing, 
vintage tractor for showing, 
weekends away, going out and 
staying in WLTM a lady for 
friendship/LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420089 ® 
SHROPSHIRE male, 50, tall, 
dark, attractive, fun loving, seeks 
attractive female for fun and 
excitement. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 341387 


CARING male, 57, OHAC, 
looking for female, any race, 
status and age for no strings 
discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411461 
STEVE 39, 5ft 9ins, medium 
build, likes walks, seeks female, 
slim-medium build, single mum 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396709 
PHIL 55, divorced, 5ft lOins, 
slim, OHAC, seeks female, 18 
plus for discreet adult fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
401875 

PHILLIP, 29 years old, 5ft 11 ins, 
stocky build, green eyes, friendly, 
GSOH, seeks genuine friendly 
n/s female for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only 
to Mailbox no: 5335424 
PHIL, 58, slim, OHAC, from 
Wolverhampton, looking for a fun 
lady for a no-strings relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420265 ® 

GENUINE 56yr old male, 
divorced, OHAC, looking for nice 
lady for friendship, maybe more. 
Wolverhampton. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 405551 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your 
phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsub¬ 
scribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates- 
terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each 
message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before con¬ 
tact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can 
be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP 
text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to 
the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of 
other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purpos¬ 
es. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app. w/c 04/01/16 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 
Family Business & 
Monumental Masons 


I Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


lost & found 



MISSING CAT 


In WV6, Dunstall / Whitmore 
Reans, since Dec 27, if you see 
him please call 07706 202512. 

Please check your shed and 
garage, faffy is microchipped, 
any vet will scan him free of 
charge to confirm ownership, 
he is on long term medication 
due to having a broken liga¬ 
ment on his back leg. 

Did you see an accident that 
might have involved faffy? 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


GOD’S PLAN Guarantees of God’ 
plan. January 10, at 6pm, The 
Community Centre, High Street, 
Kingswinford, Or write to The 
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 


Family 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Leisure 

Time 


CARAVAN WANTED. Cash on pick 
up asap, carvan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 

Sunday 10th January 

KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 
DY76ER 
10.30am - 4pm 

Tel: 01384 894464 


mind, body & soul 


V 

massage 

\ 



y/ow&it 


(me 


Stressed out after 
Xmas and New Year. 

You time Massage Therapy 
is designed to de-stress and relax 

19,Hereward Rise,Halesowen,B62 8AN. 

See www.youtimetherapy.co.uk. for details or phone 
for appointment or discussion: 07525126700. 
FacebookYouTime Spa 


antique fairs 


ANTIQUE, VINTAGE & ' 

▼ COLLECTORS FAIR 
UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 

(WOOD LANE, UTTOXETER) (SAT NAV ST 14 8BD) 
VIA STAFFORD RD/A449 & B5013 

SAT/SUN 9TH & 10TH JANUARY 
100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 


□ 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Home & 
Services 


LEATHER CORNER SOFA, 100% 
Italian all leather corner sofa, chair, 
footstool. Excellent condition. Used 
only in second room, £525. 

01743 366254. 


ELECTRIC COOKER double oven, 
immaculate, £130 o.n.o. 07583 
976347. 

FRIDGE FREEZER, in excellent 
condition, £90. Will deliver. Tele¬ 
phone 07340 911635. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

BRAND NEW light cream, display 
cabinet, two glass doors, £100 
o.n.o. 0121 520 7749. Tividale. 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 
BRITISH COINS AND MEDALS 
wanted by private collector. 

Please contact 01902 676540. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES WANTED 

also any old Crash magazines 
wanted. 01902 892918. 




BFC FURNITURE 

WINTER MELTDOWN NOWON 

OPEN ALL OVER HEW YEAR 10 till 6pm Sunday: 10 till 4pm 


WAS £229 SAVE 60% OFF 

MELTDOWN PRICE £49 


direct from our fac y save £££’s. 

« ses our speciality. Divan beds from £49. Mattresses 
i & memory mats from £69. Fashion beds from £49 and 
is from £99. Ottoman bed frames from £199. Biggest 
of beds you will find anywhere at lowest factory 
ce. Recliner & mobility lift and rise choose from our 
lied selection, many for immediate delivery EG 
irta leather lift and tilt Toronto 2 seater sofa 

699 HA LF, PRICE E349M WAS £499 SAVE 60% 
Big selection of dual motor models In leather and 
fabric, many half price. Hundreds of suites - w * 

recliners corner units, wing chairs at bargain prices 
100’s of clearance suites from £299. 

Odd sofas from £99, odd chairs from £49. 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

OPEN EVERYDAY 10am-6pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM - 4PM 
CONEYGRE ROAD IND ESI, GREAT BRIDGE RD, TIPTON DY4 7RG. 
OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

n 0121 557 6885 

“ BIG CHOICE OF DINING FURNITURE 



A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 



All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 


A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft 'Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 

• Old toys • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 


01922 495066 or 
07971 783206 



v 

sales 

V_ 

TV 32 INCH LED, £78. Satelite 
receiver and dish, £45. Sony 5.1 
home theatre, £65. 07486 499681. 

TV 32 INCH LED, £78. Satelite 
receiver and dish, £45. Sony 5.1 
home theatre, £65. 07486 499681. 

X 

service 


AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 

Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



aerials 





alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 
All aspects of building work including: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, Roofing, 
Driveways & Landscaping 
Call 01902 579592 or 07837 994465 


double glazing 


UPVC BACK DOORS from £299, 
front doors from £389 fitted. 
Windows/Fascia’s, 01922 442720. 


carpet & upholstery^ 
^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


couriers 


RAINBOW 

COURIERS 

Parcels / Pallets, 
Local / Distance, 
Business/ 
Domestic. 

Call: 

07884 353732 



electrical 

\ 

V 

services 



STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING Special Offer 
on 10 Bays £695. 07866 137656/ 
0121 5315250portwayfencing.com 



handyman 
v services 


HANDYMAN 

*J 'lua A* I IMOillMIt A 
INtNjWWft » im» 
uiiimiu w 
r* h cm ui a* jdi 

MANX 07770 bOh 444 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed 
Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARGAES/ SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456/ 
07711661135 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 



K V -frr " 


Free Quotes, Free boxes, 
wrap & tape. With every 
removal. Great prices eg. 

3 bed from £299. 

Cleaning service and Landlord 
repair service available 
Quick move available 24-7. 

C Call Lucy on 
07805 670549 


CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 



k Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and chipped. 

Call Greyhound Trust 
01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 

A CHRISTMAS WISH 

Bob, 6 years old Labrador 
Cross, good with other dogs 
and children. 

Bruce, young white and brown 
Jack Russell. 

Nell, 1 year old Border Collie, bit 
shy. 

Tarka, 10 year old Lakeland 
Terrier cross. 

Ziggy, 12 year old Patterdale 
cross. 

Nell, 8 year old, liver and white 
Springer Spaniel. 

Ben, 3 year old Border Collie, 
handsome boy. 

Also others. 

Animal Samaritans. 
01588 676106. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


COCKER SPANIEL puppies, first 
vacs, health checked. £375. 

07972 604503. 

EIGHTEEN MONTH Old shih-tzu 
bitch, un-spayed, pedigree, excel¬ 
lent temperament £600. 

07584 902502. 

JACK RUSSELL Cross Shih Tzu 
puppies, 2 girls £350 each, 1 boy 
£300, ready Jan 1.07817 784539. 

MINITURE JACK RUSSELLS pups, 
happy and playful £250. 

07972 604503. 


MOLLY ANDGUS 

Are 12 and 13 year old chubby 
neutered cats, looking for a new 
loving, permanet home 
together for 2016, after their 
owners sudden death. 

Suit olders person or someone 
living alone. 

Central Cat Rescue 
07847 360784. 

ROTTWEILER CROSS German 
Shepherd puppies, health 
checked. £250. 07972 604503. 


ikMA 

THANK YOU 

Just to wish all the lovely people 
who supported us through the 
year, either giving a dog a new 
home, supporting the cruelty 
case dogs and for generally 
being their for us. 

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 
Animal Samaritans 
Round House, Horderely 
Craven Arms 
SY7 8HT 


WE HAVE SOME lovely little and big 
dogs looking for a new home. If you 
can help caff 01384 241034. 

WHITE GERMAN Shepherd boy 
puppy, first vacs health checked. 
£350. 07972 604503. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



ACCOUNTANCY and Taxation 

Services for small business. 
Fixed Fees. Call 01902 343200 

I-N 


6 

Property 





A TWO BED FLAT off Tettenhall Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 077T0 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


DUDLEY AREA 

nice one bed flat to let, 

£110pw. 

Including Gas, Electric, 
Council tax and Water. 
No pets / DSS. 

07803 890908. 


MERRIDALE ROOM to let. £63pw 
inc most bill not to be overlooked!! 
DSS ok. Call 07723 016692. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, Gornal, first 
floor, good condition, £300pcm. 
07958 339269. 

THREE BED HOUSE Merry Hill 
Wolverhampton, GCH, DG, 
gardens. £550pcm. 07800 914919. 

U l AI. I .. I .. I . I . I ,H l . l Btt 

MATURE COUPLE require unfur¬ 
nished 2-3 bed property, DG, CH, 
garden, parking / garage, long let. 
No agents. 07720 834041. 



SIX new one and two bedroom flats, 
£30,000 each. Over 55’s, available 
soon. Wolverharnpton luxury 
complex. 07935 965727. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 

|k £. 01902317878 

Q:' ,** * ClassifiedAds 
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ClassifiedAds 35 


properties wanted 


CASH NOW 


WE CAN BEAT ANY PRICE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer W0 0311 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped k M „ „ nMr 

■ Any condition UU]f yOUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


Wolverhampton properties 




WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 

We buy any house 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


» We are a family run local business. 

» Buying properties for over 30 years. 

» A fair offer from people you can trust. 
» No fees - Free solicitors. 

• 30 Years experience 


WE ALSO BUY LAND 

commercial and industrial premises, shops, 
factories, building plots... We will even buy your 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7local on 

07870 341 089 

Sandwell Area Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock Area Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 


Jobs 


SEMI RETIRED 
DUCT WORKER 

looking for work. 
Part time or full time. 

01902 676476. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 Feb. BIRMINGHAM: 14-15 March 
WORCESTER-DROITWICH: 19-20 March 


Learn how to take blood 

TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


NATIONALLY RECOGNISED AND ACCREDITED 

Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE 

NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE REQUIRED 


Telephone: 

01525 713377 www.geopace.com 


Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Private Sector - Community - MOD 


OLDFIELD AND SON Minil Cooper 
S Black £2,600 Vauxhall Astra 
1.7D Silver 05Reg £1,495, 
Vauxhall Corsa Green 55Reg 64k 
£1,295. 07913 981460. 

PEUGEOT 407 HDi, diesel Estate, 
Dec 2007, alloys, full MoT, sun roof, 
tow bar, low mileage, good car. 
£3,200. 07754 567990. 



Motoring 




1.9 diesel, 6 speed, 

FSH, 11 montns Me 
only £3,995. 07703 46344- 

LEXUS 450 Hybrid, 56, 06, 1 owner 
from new, fully serviced, full MoT, 
excellent throughout, £5,250 ono. 
07794 450416. 01902 851372. 

MAZDA 3 2TS 5DR H/B 2005, 
57,000 Miles, Titanium Gray, Air 
Con, Long MoT, Alloys, Stereo, CD 
excellent condition. £2,650 ono 
01384 401209. 

RENAULT CLIO 1.2, 3-dr, 59 reg, 
only 25k miles, alloys, spot lights, 
immaculate throughout. £3,950 
ono. Sedgley 07753 597429. 


SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 



FORD FIESTA 


2014, 3,660 miles, red, abs, 
electric windows, air-bag, elec¬ 
tric mirrors, air-con, FSH, 
alarm, auto, central locking, 
Automatic. 

£10,000. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01384 76817 



JAGUAR S TYPE 
2.7 DIESEL SE 

Black, automatic, full leather, 55 
plate, 90k miles, recent full 
service and MoT, one careful 
owner from new. Very good 
condition. 

£4,550 ono. 

07740 418668. 



SUBARUIMPREZA 
2-0 WRX 

5 door, red with black interior, 
March 2006, one previous 
owner, 85,000 miles, fsh, in 
much above average condition. 

£4,700 ono. 

Telephone 07765194970 


elepl 

(Sc 


louth Shropshire) 


AUTOMATIC 


VW GOLF DIESEL 
AUTOMATIC MARK 4 

5-dr, cheap to run, excellent 
condition, any trial. 

£1,650 

07800 637961. 

ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FIAT PUNTO, 1200cc, 04 reg, excel¬ 
lent condition, low miles, perfect 


-- . reg, - 

genuine miles, MoT, PAS, C/L. red, 
sunroof, drives/looks superb. £595. 
07523 729551. 

JAGUAR S TYPE 3.0. 2000. Owned 
for 8 yrs. New exhaust, discs, pads, 
battery etc:12mths MoT. lovely con 
dition for year. £900. 07855 253534 


MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Pinin, 04, 
1.8, MoT Aug 2016, leather, alloys, 
AC, 1 owner, immaculate condition. 
£1,400 ono. 07930 374986. 
PEUGEOT 206 1.1 LX, X reg, 3-dr, 
65k, 16” alloys, service/history, nice 
sound system, long MoT. £750. 
07831 609261.01384 258061. 
RENAULT CLIO 1.2 2004, 89,000 
miles, blue, electric windows, 
central locking, 11 months MoT, 
alloys. £690. 07903 604704. 

RENAULT CLIO CAMPUS 

2006, 58,000 miles, silver, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, 
aircon, alarm, long MoT, metal¬ 
lic paint, central locking, pas, 
excellent condition, lady owner 
£1,400 ono 
07952 504759 


RENAULT MEGAN 1.4, 02 reg, fair 
condition. £250 ono. 

07969 193128. 

ROVER 45, 02 reg, 9 months MoT, 
new head gasket, £350. 

Telephone 01902 411467. 

TOYOTA RAV M reg, good runner, 
no MoT, spares or repair, £300 ono. 
Please call 01902 620406. 

VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 Petrol, 
7-seats, 04 plate, MoT end of April 
16. Reliable car. £450 ono. 

07754 121452 



JAGUAR XJS 4.0 

1991. Only 66,000 miles. Light 
metallic blue. Sports auto box. 
Heated leather seats. 

SH, 10 months MoT. 

Good condition for year. 
£3,500 ono. 

07904 662468 (Bridgnorth). 
WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


MUST BC SEEN 


FORD TRANSIT VAN 

MWB, 2000cc, diesel, Y reg, full 
MoT, 117,000 miles, clean 
throughout, reliable runner. 

£1,450. 

07817 665278. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 


207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07970 200066 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 


www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



HONDA REBEL 250 CLASSIC 

1998, excellent condition for age. 
£1,100 ono. 

Contact Lisa 07505 357726. 


VESPA DOUGLAS PK50, Polini 
135cc, long reach crank, 1988 E 
reg, £1,000. 01902 656178. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


■VI OB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083/ 
07831 245313 

DROWN MOTORS guarantee bes 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 



clutches / brakes' 
y / gearboxes 


A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 

30 yrs experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call Rob 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 


mobile | 
v mechanics I 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 

i-:—x 


9 1 

Local 

Information 



ROBERT ROUGHT 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 16 Appleton 
Avenue Stourbridge West Midlands, who 
died on 17/08/2015, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
08/03/2016, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

QUALITYSOLICITORS TALBOTS 

63 Market Street Stourbridge 

West Midlands DY8 1AQ T459604 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


10 




Personals 



ATTENTION LADIES 40-55. 

Please don’t pass this advert 
by, read on and see I’m a 
genuine guy. 

52, slim, attractive, GSOH, 
romantic too, hoping for reply 
from a lady like you. 

Please write to: 

Box Number P20175, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

SLIM, FIT MATURE MALE 

Seeks Friend for mainly 
daytime meetings for company 
and friendship etc. 

Box Number P20173, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


& highways 

^??england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 

THE M5 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 4, BROMSGROVE) (SLIP ROADS) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2016 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company Limited 
(Company no. 9346363) has made an Order on the M5 Motorway, at 
Bromsgrove in the County of Worcestershire, to allow street lighting 
works to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close the slip road leadin:- 

1. to the southbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 4; and 

2. from the northbound carriageway of the M5 at Junction 4. 

The work will be carried out over two nights between 20:30 hours and 
05:00 hours and is expected to start on Monday 18 January 2016. 

The Order will come into force on Monday 11 January 2016. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes and 
vehicles being used in connection with the works or by a traffic officer will 
be exempt from the closures. 

Diversion routes via alternative junctions of the M5 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Leonard Murray on 0121 678 8408. 
Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company no. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, GUI 4LZ. 

A Company registered in England and Wales. 




star 


RAVEIi 


e> 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 
Selected weekend departures 

Saturday Night from £149. 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159. 95 

Take in a top West End show and have some 
free time in London for shopping and 
sightseeing. For the Theatre Weekend with 
Dinner option see the matinee performance 
before heading to the hotel for an evening 
meal. For the Saturday Night option see the 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, 
overnight stay in a four-star outer London 
hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 
Departures most weekends 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169. 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super 
two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a choice of London hotels (hotel 
supplements may apply) and your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance. 

Rail travel is standard class with the option 
to upgrade. Departs Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, 
Stafford or Wolverhampton,returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give 
plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. 

Theatre Showstopper from £239. 95 

This popular theatre package to the West 
End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on 
the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. Standard class 
travel is included with the option to upgrade. 
Plus two nights stay at a four-star London 
hotel of your choice (hotel supplements may 
apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - 
see brochure for details. 

Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies. 

Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure call the 
Promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information 
plus terms and conditions 
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Halesowen Autos ^ 


Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 


Q 

11/60 Mercedes C Class C180 CGI Blue EFFICIENCY Sport 
4drTip-Automatic, 53k, Silver,Alloys, Half Leather, CD, Climate, E/Windows 

£12495 /£57 Per Week 

11 

06/56 Jaguar XJ Sovereign 2.7TDVI Diesel Automatic 
60k, Silver,Alloys, Premium Cream Leather, Sat-Nav,Top Spec ■ Every Extra 

£9995 / £51 Per Week 

Wp* ' ** . 

06/06 Mercedes CLSCLS320 CDI 

Diesel 4drTip Automatic 75k, Silver, Black Leather,Alloys, Sat-Nav, Climate Control 

£9495 / £49 Per Week 

id 

07/07 Honda CR-V 2.2 i-CTDi Diesel ES 

Sdr 4WD, 64k, Beige,Alloys, Climate Control, CD Player 

£7795 / £39 Per Week 


1 07/57 Jaguar S-Type 2.7D V6 Diesel SE 

4dr, Auto, 79k, Grey,Alloys, Savannah Leather, Heated Seats, 
Sat-Nav, Climate, CD Player, E/windows 

I £6995/£36 Per Week 

rW 

08/08 Jaguar X-Type 2.2D S Diesel 

4dr Automatic, SI, Blue, Aloys, Half Cream Leather, Air Con, CD, E/windows 

£6995 / £36 Per Week 

Li 

12/12 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI CR SE 

5dr Diesel Estate *£20 ROADTAFAverage 67 NPGI* 42k, Red, 
Alloys, Air-Con, CD, E/Windows 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 

Kr 

09/09 Ford Fiesta 1,25 Zetec 

3dr, ONLY 26k MILES, Red Metallic,Alloys,Air con, CD, Heated ft screen 

£6295 / £33 Per Week 


03/53 Mercedes CL500 Automatic Coupe 

95k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat-Nav,Air Con, CD, BOSE 
Sound System, E/Windows 

£5995 / £65 Per Week 



I l/60Yauxhall Meriva Exclusive 1.4 Turbo 
39k, Silver, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, E/Windows 

£5495 / £26 Per Week 


12/62 Citroen C3 PicassoVTR Plus 1.6 HDI Diesel 
*ONLT£MOADTAX* 112k, Red, Alloys, Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£4995 / £24 Per Week 


05/55 Vauxhall Zafira 1.9 CDTi Club Diesel [120] 
5dr 1 Seater, 50k miles,White,Alloys l Air Con, CD Player 

£4495 / £23 Per Week 


S 04/04 Mercedes C220 CDI Diesel SE 
3dr Automatic Coupe, 77k, Silver, Panoramic Roof,Alloys, 
Grey Leather, CD,Air-Con, E/Windows 

£3995 / £23 Per Week 




& 07/57 Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 
51 k, Blue, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con, CD, Climate Pack 

£3695 / £19 Per Week 


2005/05 Nissan X-Trail 2.2 DCi 136 SYE Diesel 
Sdr, 125k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat-Nav, Air Con, CD, E/Windows, FSH 

£3495 / £17 Per Week 


10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 Plus 

43k, Silver, Air Con, CD, E/Windows, *Only £30 Road Tax* 

£3495 / £17 Per Week 


2002/02 Smart City-Cabriolet Passion Softtouch 
2drAutomatic,44k, ColourwashTellow,Alloys, Full Leather,Air Con, CD 

£2195 / £25 Per Week 


Finance example: 10/10 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 plus, Cash Price £3495, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £3195, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 
60 Payments of £69.90 (£16.13 per week) Total amount payable £4793.44 (Includes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 



FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS I 



DRIVETIME 


Trip of lifetime with Vauxhall 


Wolverhampton motorists 
Nick and Dawn Bohannan, 
recently completed the road 
trip of a lifetime in a new 
Vauxhall Cascada Elite. 

Purchased from local Vauxhall 
retailer, Evans Halshaw Wolver¬ 
hampton the Cascada Elite CDTI 
is the first Vauxhall the Bohannans 
have ever owned. 

Finished in limited edition white, with 
full leather interior, and European maps 
on the built-in Sat Nav, the Cascada 
was designed with the help of the team 
at the dealership, so the Bohannans 
could experience the holiday of their 
dreams. 

The couple travelled all the way from 
their home in Penn, down to Ports¬ 


mouth then chased the sun further still 
all the way to Provence in the South of 
France. On the way they stopped off at 
beautiful attractions such as the Loire 
Valley, and even followed in the tyre 
treads of champions in a visit to Mo¬ 
naco and the famous Grand Prix track. 

Nick said: “This trip was something 
my wife and I had been wanting to 
do for a while and finally decided that 
this was our year to do it! The team at 
the dealership were really helpful and 
made sure we got everything we need¬ 
ed. 

“The continental sat nav made all the 
difference and gave us the freedom to 
go wherever we wanted. To top it off 
the car is incredible, very comfortable, 
roomy and economical; I’d highly rec¬ 
ommend it!” 

All in all the Bohannans and their 


Cascada travelled just over 2,600 miles 
in two weeks and even that wasn’t 
enough, as the pair are already plan¬ 
ning their next road trip through Spain. 

Ben Vale, dealer principal at Evans 
Halshaw Vauxhall Wolverhampton, 
said: “It’s lovely that we were able to 
help Nick and Dawn fulfil their dream of 
a road trip holiday, I was confident that 
the Cascada would do them proud, so 
when they dropped in to tell us how 
fantastic their trip had been it was really 
heart-warming. 

“It’s a fantastic car and Nick and 
Dawn are a great example of how chat¬ 
ting through everything you want from 
a car with your sales leader can ensure 
we make the best recommendations 
for you. 

“We wish them all the best on their 
next trip!” 




NOW 

07/57 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 CAMPUS 3-dr, Silver, 34,000 miles. £2595 

06/56 VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.8 EXCLUSIVE 5-dr, Pannacotta, 53,000 miles. £3195 

07/07 CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 1.6 VTX 5-dr, Silver, 54,000 miles. £3195 

09/09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 VTIS 5-dr, Black, 50,000 miles. £4195 

10/60 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTI ENERGY 3-dr, Red, 68,000 miles. £4395 

10/10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SXI 5-dr, Black, 63,000 miles. £4495 

07/57 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRI (XP) 3-dr, Black, 45,000 miles. £4750 

11/61 KIA PICANTO 1.0 5-dr, Silver, 19,000 miles. £4995 

10/60 FORD FIESTA 1.25 EDGE 5-dr, Black, 60,000 miles. £4995 

13/13 SUZUKI ALT01.0 SZ 2 5-dr, Red, 5,000 miles. £4995 

13/13 CITROEN Cl 1.0 VT 3-dr, White, 8,500 miles. £5295 

13/63 SUZUKI ALTO 1.0 SZ 3 5-dr, Red, 12,000 miles. £5295 

10/60 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 DYNAMICUE TOM TOM 5-dr, Silver, 50,000 miles. £5395 

09/59 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 DESIGN AUTOMATIC 5-dr, Black, 20,000 miles. £5395 

13/13 CITROEN Cl 1.0 VTR 5-dr, White, 15,000 miles. £5650 

13/13 CHEVROLET AVEO 1.4 LTZ 5-dr, Silver, 19,000 miles. £5650 

12/62 PEUGEOT 2081.2 ACTIVE 3-dr, Sat Nav, Silver, 22,000 miles. £5795 

12/62 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTI EXCLUSIVE ESTATE 5-dr, Silver, 75,000 miles. £6795 

08/58 MERCEDES B-CLASS B150 SE 5-dr, Silver, 45,000 miles. £6795 

13/13 HYUNDAI 1201.2 ACTIVE 5-dr, Black, 22,000 miles. £6695 

11/61 KIA CEED 1.6 CRDI AUTOMATIC ESTATE 5-dr, White, 31,000 miles. £7195 

09/09 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.6T VXR ARCTIC 3-dr, White, 48,000 miles. £7495 

13/13 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 EXPRESSION + Silver, 5-dr, 7,000 miles. £7895 

10/10 NISSAN OASHOA11.5 DCI ACENTA 5-dr, Black, 51,000 miles. £8495 

11/61 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA SPORT 5-dr, Grey, 25,000 miles. £8495 


NOW 

11/11 CITROEN C4 GRAND PICASSO 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue, 44,000 miles. £8795 

14/64 DACIA SANDERO STEPWAY 1.5 DCI LAUREATE 5-dr, Black, 20,000 miles. £8995 

07/57 BMW X3 2.0D M-SPORT 4x4 5-dr, Black, 75,000 miles. £8995 

12/12 PEUGEOT 207CC 1.6 HDI GT2-dr, Black, 22,000 miles. £9295 

13/63 DACIA DUSTER 1.5 DCI LAUREATE 5-dr, Grey, 22,000 miles. £9695 

14/14 NISSAN JUKE 1.6 VISIA 5-dr, Red, 22,000 miles. £9995 

09/09 FORD FOCUS 2.5 ST-2 3-dr, Black, 34,000 miles. £10,795 

10/10 FORD FOCUS 2.5 ST-3 5-dr, Silver, 46,000 miles. £11,495 

15/64 RENAULT CAPTUR 1.5 DCI DYNAMICUE Sat Nav, Blue, 10,000 miles. £11,995 

12/12 SKODA YETI 2.0 TDI CR SE AUTOMATIC Grey, 31,000 miles. £12,995 

USED STOCK JUST ARRIVED 

02/52 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.4 ESTATE 3-dr, Green, 30,000 miles. £3295 

09/59 TOYOTA AURIS 1.6 T SPIRIT 5-dr, Silver, 37,000 miles. £5695 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

14/64 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDTI SPORTIVE VAN Silver, 8,000 miles. SOLD 

14/64 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 CDTI SPORTIVE VAN Black, 10,000 miles. £7995 + VAT 

13/63 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY 1.6 TDI STARTLINE VAN White, 29,000 miles. £8750 + VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL COMBO 2300 1.3 CDTI VAN HI L2 Red, 19,000 miles. £8995 + VAT 

14/14 TOYOTA PROACE 2.0 HDI VAN White, 20,000 miles. £9995 + VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI LWB VAN White, 22,000 miles. £10,495 + VAT 

14/14 VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI SPORTIVE LWB VAN Silver, 22,000 miles. £11,995 + VAT 

14/64 NEW SHAPE VAUXHALL VIVARO 1.6 CDTI SPORTIVE Silver, 17,000 miles. £13,695 + VAT 

12/12 NISSAN NAVARA 2.5 DCI DOUBLE CAB PICKUP AUTOMATIC Black, 22,000 miles. £14,495 + VAT 


Please contact Craig or Keith 

T Wall Garages 

01384 288333 

www.twall.co.uk 


High Street, Pensnett, 
Kingswinford 
DY6 8XB 

1 Mile from Russells Hall 
Hospital, towards Kingswinford 


Award winning family-run business - established 1 953 
Motability Premier Dealer HHBB 


VAUXHALL 








































































































DRIVETIME 



New RAV4 arrives in the UK 


Petrol and diesel-pow¬ 
ered versions of the new 
RAV4 have arrived in the 
UK, pathfinders for the new 
range which will include the 
first hybrid RAV4 from the 
middle of this month. 

The latest development of the 
original market-defining compact 
SUV introduces a new 2.0-litre 
D-4D diesel engine and an im¬ 
proved 2.0-litre petrol unit to offer a 
winning combination of lower C02 
emissions and better fuel econo¬ 
my, together with a rewarding driv¬ 
ing performance. 


The new four-cylinder diesel unit, 
matched to a six-speed manual gear¬ 
box, produces 141bhp and 320Nm 
of torque, giving the front-wheel drive 
RAV4 combined cycle fuel economy 
from 60.1mpg with carbon emissions 
from 123g/km. 

All-wheel 

The 149bhp 2.0-litre Valvematic pet¬ 
rol engine that’s an established feature 
of the RAV4 range comes with CVT 
automatic transmission and all-wheel 
drive. 

Its benchmark performance figures 
have been improved to 152g/km and 
43.5mpg for combined cycle C02 out¬ 
put and fuel economy. 


The new model stands out on the 
road with detailed changes to its front 
and rear styling. 

There are also new headlight and 
rear lamp clusters and new 17 and 18- 
inch alloy wheel designs. 

In the cabin, Toyota has responded 
to customer feedback, improving the 
sensory quality, improving the ambient 
lighting design, adding new storage 
points and tidying up the layout of the 
area around the gear shift. 

There is clearer presentation of 
information to the driver using a new 
4.2-inch colour multi-information 
display, together with the seven-inch 
touchscreen that gives access to the 
Toyota Touch 2 multimedia system. 



✓Bumper scuffs 


✓Kerbed alloys 



✓Paintwork scratches 

Local: 01384 429568 
Mobile: 07500 858428 

Email us: halesowen.stourbridge@chipsaway.co.uk 

www.chipsawayhalesowenandstourbridge.co.uk 
Visit us: Unit 9 Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Bromley Street, Lye DY9 8HX 


✓Dented panels 



ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 




Dudley Motor Company 
West Midlands 
01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 5030001 


Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447 970 

T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288 333 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 14.4 (19.6) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 27.4 (10.3) - 91.1 
(3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 85.6 (3.3). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 88g/km. # 

"Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R and Run Out Astra and cannot be used in conjunction with the Vauxhall Scrappage Allowance. £500 Free Fuel will be supplied via pre-pay debit card. Purchase only, cannot be used to withdraw cash. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/ 
offers or contact your local Retailer for details. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1- 24 units (purchase only). All other customers are excluded. Offer restricted to eligible, selected new vehicles ordered between 27 December 2015 and 11 January 2016 and registered by 31 March 2016. Terms, 
conditions and exclusions apply. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Correct at time of going to press. 
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Our Low Mileage Selection 

62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Red Only 3000 Miles £9, 

14 Agila 1.2 SE Black Only 6000 Miles £6 : 

61 Micra 1.2 Tekna Red Only 8000 Miles £6, 

62 Scenic 1.5 DCI Dyn Tomtom Blue Only 10000 Miles £9, 

14 VW Golf 2.0 TSI R DSG Blue Only 12000 Miles £27 : 

62 Juke 1.6 Tekna Auto Black Only 12000 Miles £11. 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 12000 Miles £7 ; 

62 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Blue Only 13000 Miles £7, 

12 Kia Venga 1.6 2 Auto Silver Only 14000 Miles £7, 

12 Aveo 1.3 LS Blue Only 14000 Miles £5 : 

62 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 15000 Miles £7 

62 Astra 1.6 SRI 180 Red Only 16000 Miles £8 ; 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Black Only 17000 Miles £8 : 

12 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS6 Grey Only 17000 Miles £7 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 17000 Miles £7, 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Caffe Latte Only 17000 Miles £7, 

Citroen 

59 Cl 1.0 VTR Black 44k 
10 C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Grey 31 k 

59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

62 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 34k 

60 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 21k 

63 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS6 Grey 25k 
62 C3 Picasso 1.6 Exclusive EGS Blue 28k 

62 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 35k 
10 C4G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 37k 

59 Picasso 1.6 HDI Desire Silver 73k 

Ford 

58 Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 3dr Silver 72k 

63 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 26k 
62 Focus 1.6 TDCI Titanium Black 29k 

Nissan 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Blue 22k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Silver 26k 
62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Gun Metal 29k 
12 Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 25k 
62 Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 44k ' ( 

Renault ! ■ 

12 Clio 1.2 Dyn Tomtom 3dr Silver 321*^ 

60 Scenic 1.5 DCI Priv TomTom Beige 23k 
57 Scenic 1.6 Dynamique Gold 35k 

. 07 Kangoo 1.6 Express Auto Red 76k 


495 

995 

495 

995 

995 

495 

695 

995 

795 

495 

995 

795 

995 

995 

295 

495 



VauxYiall 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Blue 24k £6,995 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Blue 20k £7,995 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Turbo Red 22k £7,495 

62 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Brown 37k £6,795 

60 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exclusiv Auto Blue With Topbox £6,995 

62 Astra 2.0 CDTI Black 20k £8,995 

12 Antara 2.2 CDTI Exc Auto Black 24k £10,995 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Bronze 27k - £8,995 

Other 

12 Audi 2.5T FSI TT RS Quattro Auto Blue 22k £29,995 

08 Kia Carens 2.0 GS Silver 33k £3,495 

58 Mazda MX5 2.0 Convertible Red 41k £6,995 

56 Mini Cooper 1.6 Silver 56k £4,495 

11 Peugeot Partner Teepee 1.6 HDI Gold 50k £6,495 

62 Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI Active 2 Shark Grey 44k £8,795 

11 VW Polo 1.2 60 S Silver 18k £6,495 

62 VW Polo 1.2 TDI Match Grey 60k £6,995 

55 VW Passat 1.9 TDI S 105 4dr Blue 97k - £2,995 

Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


DRIVE AWAY TODAY 


£99 

OSPOSIT 




n mm 




* 4.9% Flat (APR 11.9% Variable) 

* Terms Up To 60 Months 

* Subject To Status 

* Drive Away In 2 Hours 
*12 Months Parts And Labour Warranty 


smSk 


Sales Line Open Every Day Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


All Motability Vehicles a e 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service History 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 
*1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co. u k 

U|iit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 IT P 

r Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -I 


Boy racer 
favourite 
grows up 
just a bit 

By John Griffiths 

It was like being reunited with an old friend - 
Subaru’s sporting flagship and favourite of a 
generation of rally drivers is back. 

But the latest WRX STi is a different car to its pre¬ 
decessors: still the same extraordinary performance 
and handling but with a bigger cabin equipped to 
premium car standards. 

At a fiver under £29,000, it’s a combination which make 
it a serious competitor in the market place as well as on the 
rally stages. 

It tackles the 0 to 62mph sprint in 5.2 seconds and is ca¬ 
pable of almost 160mph: but with its rally-honed four wheel 
drive system adding traction and stability through the cor¬ 
ners it’s real world performance where the car shines. 

And, as proof of the pudding, a standard production ver¬ 
sion of the car smashed the lap record for four wheelers 
on the twisty Isle of Man TT circuit. In the hands of British 
rally ace Mark Higgins, it completed the 37.75 miles in f9 
minutes 15.9 seconds, at an average speed of 117.51mph 
- breaking the record held by its predecessor, the last gen¬ 
eration WRX, by more than 40 seconds. 

The power comes from a turbocharged 2.5 litre version of 
Subaru’s signature ‘boxer’, the distinctive sounding four cyl¬ 
inder horizontally opposed engine which produces 300PS 
and 407Nm of torque. 

That’s the same as the previous generation, although 
competition examples were often ‘chipped’ to raise the 
output even more. But the new engine and turbo have also 
been reworked to produce much quicker ‘in gear’ acceler¬ 
ation (for overtakes and between corners), typically in the 
2,000 to 4,000rpm bracket. 

There’s also the tSI-Drive system, which sets the car’s re¬ 
sponses to one of three modes, from best fuel efficiency to 
‘Sport Sharp’ where the engine’s full potential is unleashed. 

The WRX disappeared from the British scene a few years 
ago, largely because of exchange rates between the pound 
and the Japanese Yen during the recession. 

Now it’s back, still with the trademark bonnet air scoop 
and big rear wing, but in many ways significantly different. 

The starting point is all-new architecture built using a 
much higher percentage of high tensile steel, with reinforce¬ 
ments at strategic points, so that it’s an amazing 140 per 
cent stiffer than its predecessor. That benefits suspension 
and steering response, while also making the car stronger 
in the event of an accident. 

There’s a new hydraulic steering system, too, with more 
driver ‘feel’ and it’s high geared for a sharp and very precise 
turn -in to corners. With the new short-throw, six speed gear¬ 
box it does feel like being in the driving seat of a racing car 
if it weren’t for the fact that you’re in superb sports seats, fin¬ 
ished in alcantara with leather side bolsters, with dual zone 
climate control and an upmarket stereo system. 

The Subaru’s all surface cornering ability is due in no 
small part to its sophisticated all wheel drive system, which 
has a highly technical centre differential. The default position 
is a straight 50/50 power distribution between front and rear 
wheels, but if either start to slip a higher percentage torque 
is transferred to those with more grip. There’s also a torque 
vectoring system, reducing power to outside wheels under 
hard cornering to the reduce the risk of over or under steer. 

This system also has a three mode setting, for slippery 
conditions through to allowing more power to the rear 
wheels, for greater agility. Multi-mode vehicle dynamic con¬ 
trol and traction systems are standard equipment. 

Over poorer surfaces, you are still aware that the WRX is 
a high performance car, but it’s new suspension system has 
been tuned and damped to provide a more supple, civilised 
ride without sacrificing dynamic ability. The car also gets 
more stopping power with larger, 17-inch ventilated disc 
brakes all round, with a braking system from Brembo. 

In redesigning the WRX, Subaru not only created more 
cabin space front and rear but also moved the A-pillars and 
lowered the dash, to give the driver a wider field of vision. 

The cabin is now a little wider, with room for five adults, 
a 460-litre boot and lots of storage spaces. The driver gets 
clear instruments and with a full colour information screen 
between the speedo and rev counter. Positioned centre top 
on the dashboard is another colour display screen, unique 
to the WRX. For the sporting driver or competitor, you can 
monitor such things as boost pressure or the AWD system, 
as well as more mundane things such as the time. 

It’s a sporting saloon in every sense of the word, better 
equipped and more comfortable while undercutting rivals. 

As with any such car, it isn’t bargain basement when it 
comes to running costs. The official fuel average is 27.2mpg 
with a C02 rating of 242g/km. 

It is grown and matured, no longer the boy racer’s car (an 
insurance rating of 40E would see to that) it’s now more of 
a value for money executive express for the real enthusiast. 
But don’t be surprised if quite a few turn up in rallies and 
competitions, too. 

































Blues star 
Gray lured 
to Premier 
by Foxes 

PREMIER League title chasers 
Leicester City have completed 
the signing of Demarai Gray from 
Blues for an undisclosed fee. 

Leicester have moved quickly to 
follow up their summer interest in 
the highly-rated 19-year-old. 

Gray, who has signed a four- 
and-a-half-year deal at the King 
Power Stadium, said: “It’s been 
my dream to play in the Premier 
League since I started playing 
football so I’m very happy to join 
the club. 

“It’s a great club. The facilities 
are great and for a player like me 
it’s an ideal place for me to im¬ 
prove.” 

He could go straight into the 
Leicester squad for their FA Cup 
third-round tie against Tottenham 
at White Hart Lane on Sunday. 

Meanwhile, striker Oumar Ni- 
asse is believed to be onVilla’s 
radar as Remi Garde looks to 
overhaul his squad in time to keep 
them in the Premier League. 

The Lokomotiv Moscow forward 
is currently enjoying a prolific sea¬ 
son in Russia, scoring 12 goals in 
21 appearances. Capped five times 
by Senegal, Niasse can play out 
wide or as a centre forward. 

But Villa are likely to face com¬ 
petition for the 25-year-old with 
Chelsea, Everton and Newcastle 
also reported to be keen. 

It’s believed Lokomotiv have 
slapped a £15 million price tag on 
the head of Niasse who is known 
for his his pace, strength and high 
work-rate. 

Another potential target could 
be Braga centre-back Wily Boly, 
a 6ft 3ins Auxerre starlet and a 
former France under-16, under-17 
and under-19 international who is 
well known to Garde. 


Success for 
club’s quartet 
of swimmers 

FOUR Halesowen Swimming Club 
members travelled to the 10-lane 
Ponds Forge pool in Sheffield for the 
ASA National Winter meet. 

The tough qualifying times meant 
that only the best in the country 
were able to attend. 

Richard Spoor, aged 23, achieved 
gold in the 100m breaststroke and 
two silvers - at 50m and 200m. 

Josh Bradley, 22, was superb in 
the 100m Individual Medley final 
coming eighth overall. He achieved 
a time of 57.11 seconds, beating his 
earlier heat time, which was a West 
Midlands Regional all time record. 

Hannah Taleb, 18, swam in three 
finals and obtained seventh place 
in the 200m breaststroke, ninth in 
the 100m breaststroke and 10th in 
the 100m Individual Medley. Sev¬ 
enteen-year-old Chloe Finch came 
eighth in the 400m freestyle. 


England expects from volleyball duo 



Charlotte Breen, left, and Katy Murmanis 


TALENTED teenagers Charlotte 
Breen and Katy Murmanis will 
start the new year with Georgia on 
their minds after earning national 
recognition. 

The Wolverhampton duo are set 
to represent England in the first 
round of the CEV Volleyball Eu¬ 
ropean Under-19 Championships. 

The girls have landed a place 
in the 12-strong squad that faces 
clashes against hosts Georgia and 
Belarus later this week. 

Breen, aged 17, and Murmanis, 


16, started their playing careers 
with Tettenhall, aged 10 and 11 re¬ 
spectively, and still represent the 
club in the West Midlands League 
as well as turning out for Black 
Country Volleyball Club in the 
higher standard National League. 

Their potential has now caught 
the eye of the England selectors. 

The call up for Breen, who at¬ 
tends Kings School, and Coppice 
High School student Murmanis 
has also delighted Peter Bragg, 
chairman of Black Country Vol¬ 


leyball Club - an amalgamation of 
three clubs - Tettenhall, Redhill 
in Stourbridge and Cleobury Mor¬ 
timer. 

He said: “It’s great to see Char¬ 
lotte and Katy earn national rec¬ 
ognition.” 

Mr Bragg added: “We formed 
Black Country four years ago to 
provide a pathway for players to 
progress to a higher level. 

“We have had a women’s team 
for four seasons and now we have 
added two men’s teams,” he added. 


Sandal are given 
the boot by Stour 


Stourbridge 33 Sandal 15 

STOURBRIDGE gave Sandal the 
boot in their opening clash of the 
new year. 

A heavy surface, resolute Sandal back line and 
a rash of early penalties meant the hosts spent 
much of the opening exchanges on the defensive, 
the occasional foray into the visitors 22 produc¬ 
ing a couple of opportunities that went begging. 

But scrum half Toby Handley reacted first 
to secure possession and drive over from short 
range when the ball went loose at a scrum. 

Stour’s attacking game suddenly clicked to 
produce a breathtaking purple patch in which 
their pace, running lines and offloading defied 
the conditions and overwhelmed the visitors 
with four tries in barely over 10 minutes. 

Neat passing out of the tackle by centre James 
Otutaha and outside half Rod Petty put centre 
Joe Heatley clear near halfway, he drew the last 
defender and fed a scoring pass to no.8 Connor 
Nicholls on his inside shoulder. 

Siege 

A speculative crossfield kick proved fruitless 
when the chaser drifted offside, Sandal outside 
half Greg Wood briefly lifting the siege with a 
well-struck penalty kick. 

But Stour found touch in the Sandal 22 from 
a penalty award, upped the tempo and lock for¬ 
ward Chris Roddy’s pass worked flanker Joe Car¬ 
penter over the try line. 

The restart saw no respite and as Sandal’s 
defensive line buckled, Heatley was worked 
through, finding Elvers whose footwork left the 
defenders for dead. 

The early second half proved an anti-climax, 
both sides gifting turnovers with handling er¬ 
rors, but the Stour pack got to work in the scrum 
to force a penalty. 

Petty spotted Elvers unmarked out wide and 
landed a perfectly weighted punt for him to score 
his second try. 

A yellow card for prop Stef Thorp took the 
momentum out of Stour’s game, Carpenter sac¬ 
rificed to accommodate replacement prop Adam 
Sturdy. Sandal grasped their opportunity and 
found touch in the Stour 22 and ground over a 
maul for a try for replacement Luke Norbury. 

A turnover led to a breakaway try for Frewin 
near the end, completing the scoring at 33-15. 


Tennis players get in the mix 



Participants during the mix-in sessions at Wollaston Tennis Club 


WOLLASTON Tennis Club mem¬ 
bers were out in force over the 
Christmas and new year period. 

The club again ran its tradi¬ 
tional Boxing Day and New Year’s 
Day mix-in sessions and these 
once again proved very success¬ 
ful with more than 40 members 
taking part across the age ranges, 
many attending on both occasions. 

The sessions ended a busy 2015 
programme for the club and wel¬ 


comed in 2016. Mix-ins allow 
everyone the opportunity to enjoy 
doubles sets with a variety of part¬ 
ners and opposition. 

Players can just turn up and 
make themselves known and mix 
in. They are a great opportunity 
for players to get to know other 
club members and to develop their 
games. Each mix-in session was 
followed by a drink and mince pies 
in the clubhouse. The Prestwood 


Drive Club is keen to build on its 
achievements from 2015. 

Chairman John Cutler said: “To 
see so many members playing on 
New Year’s Day really shows the 
enthusiasm within the club, and 
we look forward to another busy 
year of tennis in 2016.” 

For membership details or 
to look around the club, email 
WLTC@outlook.com or visit 
w ww. wollastont ennis .co.uk 


I can handle 
the pressure 
says Wolves 
boss Jackett 

WOLVES boss Kenny Jackett says 
he’s fully aware of the criticism 
he gets from fans - but is thick- 
skinned enough to deal with it. 

Jackett has come in for strong 
verbal attacks this season, espe¬ 
cially on social media. 

And while admitting he takes 
his job home with him and that his 
family probably suffer as a result, 
he said he never forgets the privi¬ 
leged position he’s in. 

“You do definitely take it home 
with you,” he said. “I enjoy my 
job, I enjoy being in management. 
I know that if you want to be in it 
you can’t win all the time, but you 
don’t lose all the time either. 

“Do my family suffer? Proba¬ 
bly. But it’s a privilege to be in it, 
particularly at a club like Wolves, 
Wolves is a massive club and a 
great club and it’s a privilege to be 
in this position, you should never 
forget that. I value it and enjoy it.” 

The Wolves boss added of any 
abuse he gets: “You definitely 
know what’s going on, you’re 
aware of it. 

“You’ll stop at a petrol station 
and somebody will tell you, so you 
do know. 

“I accept that the better you 
do or higher up you go, the more 
focus there is. 

“My dad was a professional foot¬ 
baller. When I was 16 and came 
into it he said it was a tough life 
but a great life, and he said you 
need to be very thick-skinned. 

“He played in the 1950s. And he 
went on the train with the fans, on 
the way back (after a game).” 

Meanwhile Jackett insists there 
hasn’t been a single enquiry made 
for Benik Afobe, despite rumours 
of Championship rivals Derby 
County mounting a bid. 
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No grounds 
for complaint 
after defeat 

AFC Ludlow 5 Team Dudley 1 

TEAM Dudley’s trip to AFC Ludlow 
was saved from the weather by the 
hosts’ 3G pitch, but it was Ludlow 
who secured an emphatic victory in 
West Midlands Division One - ex¬ 
tending their lead at the top of the 
table in the process. 

Dudley went down 5-1, with their 
only bright spot coming at 3-0 down 
when Myles Nettleford was brought 
down and Nathan Jones converted 
the resultant penalty. 

Kieron Dovey opened the scoring 
before Dale Hodge doubled the ad¬ 
vantage, albeit with a hint of offside. 

Team Dudley can have no com¬ 
plaints overall though and Dovey 
added his second after the interval, 
before Jones pulled one back. 

But Ludlow added two more to go 
nap through substitute Robert Vass 
and Keanu Cooper. 


Final whistle 



If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- Final whistle supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Final whistle offers the best 
football coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well 
as graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE 

IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED 

SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Graves puts 
Nail in Tivi 
coffin late on 

Belper Town 3 Tividale 0 

TIVIDALE remain 11 points adrift at 
the bottom after a 3-0 defeat at Belper 
Town. 

Aaron Cole’s deflected strike gave 
Belper the lead on the stroke of half¬ 
time, which was added to by Evan Gar¬ 
nett and Eric Graves after the break. 

The game went ahead after an early 
pitch inspection deemed the Marston’s 
Stadium fit to host this Evo-Stik Divi¬ 
sion One South fixture. 

Due to a spate of players injured and 
unavailable, Tividale Manager Phil Male 
included youngsters Shaquille Leach- 
man-Whittingham, Desean Martin and 
Shane Grainger to the starting line up 
and alongside Demetri Brown made it 
possibly the youngest midfield Tividale 
have ever fielded. With only the manager 
and Jacob Barnes available as defenders 
he also had to change to a back three 
with Craig Stevens playing alongside 
them. 

The Nailers first chance fell to Gar¬ 
nett, Williams whipped the ball in and 
Thomas Turner in the Tividale goal 
dropped it as Ben Watkis challenged 
him, Garnett hooked the loose ball to¬ 
wards goal but Turner got back up and 
caught the ball. 

But the hosts did score first on the 
stroke of half-time, Rob Stevenson set 
the ball back to the full-back who took a 
touch a drilled the ball hard and low via 
a deflection past Tom Turner and into 
the bottom corner from 25-yards out. 

Evan Garnett doubled the lead just be¬ 
fore the hour mark with the pick of the 
afternoon’s goals, Stevenson played the 
ball into him on the edge of the box, he 
flicked the ball up and emphatically vol¬ 
leyed home left-footed. 

Belper captain Eric Graves completed 
the scoring with a powerful header from 
a Sam Wood corner in the 83rd minute. 

Yeltz show hosts 
no Mersey with 
latest away win 

Marine 0 Halesowen Town 3 

HALESOWEN grabbed their fourth 
away win of the season with an impres¬ 
sive victory on Merseyside. 

The game only went ahead after an 
early morning pitch inspection following 
heavy rain but it seemed to hold up well. 

Kaiman Anderson gave the Yeltz the 
lead in the 13th minute when he headed 
home from a Danny Bragoli cross. 

Marine’s best chance came in the 
first half when Lloyd Ellams turned and 
saw his shot tipped wide by Halesowen 
keeper Shaun Rowley. 

Ashley Parsons-Smith grabbed the 
second and deciding goal for the visitors 
on 56 minutes when he ran towards goal 
before curling a beautiful left footed shot 
into the top corner. 

And Malcolm Melvin made sure it 
was a great start to the new year for 
Halesowen in the 83rd minute when he 
tapped home at the far post after full¬ 
back Luke Connolly had pulled it back. 
Yeltz: Rowley, Connolly, Griffiths, Denny, Hull, Par¬ 
sons-Smith, Charlton, Bragoli, Anderson, Melvin, 
Michel-Gueyes. Subs: Morrison, Turner, Westwood, 
Watson. 

Attendance: 409. 


Glassboys hopes ram-raided by visitors 


Stourbridge 2 Ramsbottom United 3 

STOURBRIDGE missed the opportunity to push 
on towards the Evo-Stik Northern Premier play¬ 
off picture as they slipped to defeat against bot- 
tom-of-the-table Ramsbottom United. 

The Glassboys surprise defeat was the visitors’ 
first away victory of the season. 

The hosts suffered a largely-frustrating first pe¬ 
riod despite a quick start to proceedings. 

Karl Hawley fired straight at keeper Grant 
Shenton in the sixth minute before Ben Billing- 
ham rattled the woodwork with an inswinging 
free-kick from the right flank on 15. 


Stourbridge FC 


A breakaway kick from Shenton on the half¬ 
hour-mark found Aaron Smith behind the Stour¬ 
bridge defence and although his shot was saved by 
Charlie Price, Jordan Bove followed up to score, 
giving the Greater Manchester outfit the lead. 

Stour toiled for large parts of the second half 
as they tried to get back in the game but failed to 
create clear-cut chances and, when they did put 
the ball in the box, Shenton and his defence dealt 
with it. 

But the Glassboys were back in the game 


through a strong strike from Leon Broadhurst on 
75 minutes and at this stage Gary Hackett’s men 
were looking to win the game. 

Ramsbottom substitute Danny Wilkins had 
other ideas though and, just five minutes after 
coming on, headed home at the far post from a 
corner before firing low past Price seven minutes 
later, leaving Stourbridge a mountain to climb. 

Justin Richards did give Stour hope a minute 
later with a drive into the net, but it proved too 
close to the end for them to snatch an equaliser. 
Stourbridge: Price, Green, Scarr, Geddes (Wright 72), Smikle, Pier- 
point (c), Dodd (Hales 72) Broadhurst, Hawley, Richards, Billingham 
(Lait 62). Subs not used: Knight, Clarke. Attendance: 652. 


REUBEN PACKS 
A REAL PUNCH 


A KICKBOXING world champi¬ 
on aims to make his fists do the 
talking after setting his sights 
on the boxing world. 

Halesowen’s Reuben Charlesworth is 
no stranger to success, having picked 
up no fewer than 12 world titles as a 
kickboxer. 

In that respect, the 18-year-old’s early success 
in the boxing world should come as little surprise. 

Charlesworth has won all three of his bouts so 
far and his coach and his father Jason reckons he 
has the potential to go far. 

“Reuben was looking to try something different 
so boxing was an obvious step for him,” said mar¬ 
tial arts coach Jason. “Even so, it has been a little 
surprising how quickly he’s taken to it. 

“I’ve had a couple of former professionals come 
down to the gym and watch him and they’ve been 
really impressed. 

Amateur 

“He is determined to do well. What can I say, 
the kid just likes to fight.” 

Charlesworth has won all three of his bouts at 
BBU Boxing events - a relatively new organisa¬ 
tion looking to fill the gap between the profes¬ 
sional and amateur ranks. 

He is one of several fighters training at the 
Pride Boxing Centre, which is part of the Hale¬ 
sowen Martial Arts Centre, in Forge Lane at the 
Chemix Centre. 

It is run by Jason who has been training fight¬ 
ers since 1993. 

Another member of the gym, Keiran Biggs, 
claimed a debut victory in the latest show. 

“Keiran is a nervous young man and it took 
him a lot of courage to step into the ring,” said 
Charlesworth senior, himself a successful martial 
arts fighter. “But he won all three rounds and 
showed a lot of character.” 

Jason has trained in boxing, tae kwon do and 
wing chun and has coached a host of world cham¬ 
pions. 

Both he and Julie, his wife and sidekick were 
added to the Martial Arts Hall of Fame in both 
2000 and 2001. 

Call 07889 627929 or email cma_kickboxing@ 
hotmail.com for more about the centre. 



Reuben Charlesworth, centre, celebrates after another win 


Old Hales back in hockey action 


HOCKEY leagues will resume 
this weekend following the 
Christmas break, with Old Hale- 
sonians among those in action. 

In the Midlands Premier Di¬ 
vision, Stourport Men will take 
on North Stafford, while Old 
Hales, sitting in fourth place in 
Midlands One, host Bridgnorth. 

Hales will continue to chase 
Barton for third place, while 
Bridgnorth - one place and 


three points further back - will 
continue to chip away at the 
Hales. 

Bloxwich, who are currently 
chasing Market Drayton for 
third place in the West Mid¬ 
lands Premier, will travel to 
take on Wednesbury, while top- 
of-the-table Streetly will host 
Kings Heath Pickwick. 

Old Wulfrunians will con¬ 
tinue to try and make an im¬ 


pression in the league - they 
are currently second from 
bottom with just three points. 
They welcome Aldridge and 
Walsall on Saturday. 

Meanwhile, Stourport Under- 
18 Girls have qualified for the 
National Indoor Finals in Lon¬ 
don. Victories over Belper (8-0), 
Lichfield (9-0) and Telford (5-1) 
secured their place, despite de¬ 
feat to Beeston (6-2). 


Ellis moved 
to tears by 
Villa’s plight 

FORMER Villa supremo Doug Ellis ad¬ 
mits the club’s current plight has moved 
him to tears. 

But the 92-year-old insists he does not 
regret selling the club to American bil¬ 
lionaire Randy Lerner in 2006. 

Villa’s former owner revealed he is 
coming to terms with their ‘inevitable’ 
relegation following the 3-1 loss to Sun¬ 
derland, which leaves them on just eight 
points. 

Ellis, who was club chairman for 31 
years, said: “Relegation is inevitable 
now and any tears are now rather than 
at a specific time. 

“To me I sold to a good man in Randy 
Lerner. I put blood, sweat and toil into 
the club but, when the time comes, I 
won’t be surprised we are relegated. 
Therefore, I am suffering now rather 
than then. Nevertheless It will be a very 
sad day when we are no longer in the 
Premier League.” 

“It never entered my head then when 
I sold the club but I don’t regret selling 
to Randy. 

“I am a great believer in a gentleman’s 
handshake. 

“I had a lot of business with 18 or 19 
chairmanships throughout my business 
life. I have always valued the ones where 
there hasn’t been a lot of paperwork and 
just a simple shake of hands. 

“If both sides agree to what we said at 
the shake of a hand then I am a happy 
man. To me he is a perfect example of 
that. 

“He said he will put money in, I think 
it was £200million, he did do and has 
done. He has shaken hands and kept 
his word but it is just a pity the people 
he has appointed as managers and the 
amount of money he has given them 
hasn’t worked out.” 

Promising striker Callum Robinson 
has joined Preston North End on loan 
for a third time, staying at Deepdale 
until the end of the season. 

The 20-year-old has made 28 appear¬ 
ances in two previous spells. 

Foundry too hot 
in darts knockout 

THE FOUNDRY proved too hot for their 
rivals as they claimed the the Sedgley & 
Gornal Darts League Team Knockout. 

The Dudley-based side beat Gornal 
Labour Club 5-3 in the first semi-final. 

Sedgley Ex-Servicemen’s Club then 
booked their spot in the final with a 
hard-fought 5-4 win against Netherton 
Cricket Club. 

The Foundry then clinched the trophy 
with a 5-3 success in the shoot-out for 
silverware. 
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0121 550 9095 

Free Parking - Open 7 Days 

Dogs Welcome In Store - Tropical Fish Specialists 

www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 

Unit 3, Hareward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 




























